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Start at Tate Library , built in 1892 in Victorian
Classical style. It was funded by Henry Tate of 
Tate & Lyle, the sugar merchants. 

Tate invented the sugar cube. 
Find his bust in front of the Library.

By the library is the Sharpeville Monument . 
It was built to commemorate black people killed on 
21 March 1960 when police opened fire on a peaceful
protest in the South African township of Sharpeville. 

Walk on into Windrush Square , created to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the arrival of SS Windrush from
the Caribbean in 1948 with 492 West Indians on board. 
Many of them settled in Brixton. On the south-east corner
of the square is the Maidenhair Tree , Gingko biloba,
one of the oldest tree species in the world. There is an
old-fashioned Bovril advertisement 
painted on the side of a building to the east. 

Look out for other signs like this. 
There’s one in Electric Lane, 

near Atlantic Avenue. 

Cross Effra Road and turn right toward the junction and
the Budd Memorial . This was erected in 1825 by
Henry Budd in memory of his father Richard Budd, ‘a
respected parent’, who was born in Brixton in 1748. 

The serpent eating its tail is
the symbol for eternal life.

Can you find it?

Walk through the gardens to 
St. Matthew’s Church . Built in

1822, it was one of four ‘Waterloo’ churches built in South
London in the early 19th century. The road opposite,
Porden Road, is named after its architect, C.F. Porden. 

Turn right down Brixton Hill passing The Fridge on
your left. One of London’s most famous music venues, 
it was built in 1914 and used to be the Palladium Cinema.

Can you see the fridge doors that 
decorate the front?

On the corner of Acre Lane is Lambeth Town Hall ,
built in 1908 with red brick and stone decoration. 
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The four figures around the tower
represent Justice, Science, Art, Literature. 

Which one is Justice and 
how can you tell? 

Cross the road to Coldharbour Lane. The Ritzy Cinema
, opened in 1911 as the ‘Electric Pavilion Cinema’, is

the second oldest cinema in London. 

Can you find the angels 
holding up the letters E and P 

for Electric Pavillion?

In front of the Ritzy is the London Plane
Tree , Acer Platanus x acerifolia, 

ideal for London streets as it is not harmed by pollution.
Also here is the Foundation Stone of
the Old Brixton Theatre ,
bombed during World War II. It was
laid by the famous actor Henry Irving.

Can you find the 
architect’s name?

You are now walking down Coldharbour Lane , once
a winding country lane connecting Brixton to Camberwell. 
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Turn left down Electric Lane to Electric Avenue .
This was one of the first London streets lit by
electricity. At the junction with Electric Lane,
look down to Atlantic Road and the railway
bridge and you will see the Hexagonal
Clock . This clock has six faces so that
all the train passengers can see the time.
Beyond this is a mystery figure
waiting for a train on the station platform.

Can you spot him? 
He’s been there since 1986.

At the end of Electric Avenue is Atlantic Road
. The market started here under the

railway arches during the 1870s. Turning left into Brixton
Village and then first right down 1st Avenue will take you
through the covered market. There are stalls selling a
range of foods from the Caribbean and Asia, and a

wonderful selection of goods. You will
emerge back onto Coldharbour Lane.

On No. 413 Coldharbour Lane, 
there is a plaque to Julian Wall

, who “lived here 1979-1989: 
‘Totter, squatter, a true individual.

Much loved’.” 

On the opposite side of the road is Walton
Lodge Sanitary Steam Laundry . It was started in
1880 by a dairy owner and his
wife and was so successful that
after two years they gave up the
dairy. They moved the laundry to
this large house in 1895 and it’s
still going strong. 

Walk along Railton Road , which was known as ‘the
front line’ during the 1981 Brixton Riots. 

Can you spot the lions’ heads over the
shops on the left? 

On the left is Marcus Garvey Way , which replaced
buildings damaged during the Brixton Riots. Marcus
Garvey was an African Rights campaigner, born 1887, 
in Jamaica. He died in London in 1940. 
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There’s a lot to see and do right 
on your doorstep. One of the best
ways to explore is to take a
Lambeth Walk. This walk has been
put together by Lambeth Council 
to help you discover more about
Brixton and the surrounding areas
of Herne Hill and Ruskin Park.
Brixton is right at the heart of Lambeth. Here, you’ll find
the market, the town hall, the Ritzy cinema and a huge
number of other things to see and do. As you walk, you’ll
pass through two of Lambeth’s most popular parks and
see some of the wildlife on offer. 

The walk starts at the Brixton Tate Library and ends
further along Coldharbour Lane, just past Loughborough
Junction Station. To make the walk circular
you can head back along Coldharbour
Lane on foot (about 10 minutes) or take
the bus. The walk is expected to take
about 2 hours.

Brixton to
Ruskin Park
Walk 

You’ll be able to learn about local history and
architecture, and some of the colourful

characters that have lived and died here. There’s
something to interest the whole family, and some very
particular activities and questions to keep the children
entertained. Some of the things you find out about can
be used to complete the quiz elsewhere in the pack.

Mansion House, Brockwell Park

The Ritzy cinema,
Brixton

500m
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Can you find the model houses just 
outside the entrance and the sundial 

and wishing well inside?

As you come up to the mansion, you can see 
Little Ben , donated by MP for Norwood, Charles
Tritton in 1905. This had to be wound up once a week. 

The present Mansion House was built in 1813 
by John Blades and occupies the highest point in the
park. It was badly damaged by fire in the
1990s. There’s been a café here since the
1930s and it is a popular place for a
snack. Outside the café, on the left, are
three cedar trees : (from left) Blue
Atlas Cedar, Deodar Cedar and Cedar of Lebanon. 

The Cedar of Lebanon has the largest
trunk, can you tell which one it is?

As you walk down to the Herne Hill exit you 
will see two mushrooms , carved by
chainsaw sculptors during the Lambeth
Country Show, held annually in the park 
in July, and The Smallest Railway in the
World . This is open at weekends. 

Outside the park, cross the road and 
turn left into Railton Road. Herne Hill
Station was built in 1862 in the
Gothic Venetian style and is typical of 
the period. The square tower contains a
water tank that held water for the steam
engines.Go through the passage to the
left of the station and right onto Milkwood Road. As you
turn left up Herne Hill take a look across to the Half
Moon Pub , built in 1896. There has been an inn
on this spot since the 17th century. Eric Clapton and
U2 have both played here.

Going up Herne Hill, on the left you can see Sainsbury’s,
standing on the site of the old Fire Station . Built in
1906, it dates from a time when fire engines were
pulled by horses. The fire station closed in 1920. 
Next door is the old postal sorting office and 
you can still see the carved sign over the door.
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Can you see the letters V R 
on the post box in the wall? 

What do they stand for? 

Herne Hill Mansions – handsome
redbrick Victorian flats. 

Try and find the carved panels 
of flowers on the walls. 

Turn left into Gubyon Avenue . You can see two
fine copper beech trees on the right. 

Turn right and walk along Fawnbrake
Road . Enjoy the late-Victorian
houses and variety of doorways, some
set back and at an angle. A few upper
windows have original stained glass.
Look out for pretty tiles beside the
doors on the left. 

At the junction with Herne Hill Road is the Carnegie
Library . This is the finest and most unusual building
on the walk and was built in 1904 and funded by
Andrew Carnegie. It was designed in the Art Nouveau
style and has terracotta tiling and exuberant decoration
over the windows and entrance. It was the first library to
have open access shelves. The library interior is lit by
roof lights and is bright and airy. Note the delicate art 
nouveau double doors into the main library room as 
you enter – and the mosaic crest
showing the arms of Lambeth
Council, 1900, on the entrance
lobby floor. 

Go inside and find out
how many libraries

Andrew Carnegie funded. 

On Ferndeane Road take the first entrance into Ruskin
Park . It was opened in 1907 and named after the
art critic, John Ruskin, who lived nearby on Herne Hill
and later Denmark Hill. As you enter the park on the
south side you can see  an avenue of Ash trees .
Walking along the path, look left for some spectacular
views across London .45
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How many
famous buildings

can you spot?

At the newly restored
bandstand turn right
and walk down the side of
the old bowling green
that has been left to grow
‘wild’. On the far side of the bowling green is a 
wisteria-covered pergola and a blueish 
Eucalypus tree beside it.

In the distance, eastwards, is the tower of the William
Booth Salvation Army memorial building . 
It was designed by Giles Gilbert Scott, who was also
responsible for Battersea power station and the old
power station that is now the Tate Modern. 

At the east end of the park, you can see some 
magnificent old trees surviving from the gardens of six
grand houses that were demolished. The old Indian 
Bean tree and the Handkerchief tree, when it’s in bloom 
in spring, are the easiest to identify. 

Can you spot an archway of one of the 
old demolished houses ?

As you walk along the north edge of the park, 
King’s College Hospital is on your right. This was 
the first London teaching hospital to move out of Central
London. It reopened here in 1914 and, with only four
wards and a casualty department for civilians, became
the Fourth London General Military Hospital during the
First World War. As the casualties from France grew, the
hospital extended into the park with huts, tents and a
wooden bridge across the railway line to meet them.

Leave the park at the North Road entrance and turn right
down Cambria Road. As you come out of Cambria Road
on to Coldharbour Lane there is a terrace of houses
with fine doorways and venetian windows opposite. Turn
left for Loughborough Junction Station. You can catch a
bus back to Brixton from here. To walk back would take
approximately 10 minutes. 
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Turn right at Barnwell Road . The first house on the
right is part of a development built in 2006. The other
cottages were built 1873 to 1979, after the arrival of the
railway at Herne Hill – look out for the different styles of
arches over the front doors of the cottages. The Tamarisk
trees near Nos 35/36 are unusual for street planting and
more likely to be grown as a shrub near the seaside. 

Can you see the 
‘catslide roof’ 

over one of the doors of
Hanover Mansion, at the 
junction with Jelf Road?
Turn right into Brixton Water 
Lane . This follows the course of the River Effra, the
river itself is now buried. Nos. 56 to 66 were built around
1820 to house the staff of Brockwell Hall. 

Go through the entrance to Brockwell Park . 
The park was bought by London County Council for
£117,000 in 1891 to secure some open space for the
local community. It was laid out by Lieutenant Colonel 
J. J. Sexby, who was also responsible for Ruskin Park,
and was opened in 1892. At the opening ceremony 
T. L. Bristowe, then MP for Norwood, had a heart 
attack and died. 

Following the path to the left you’ll pass Brockwell 
Lido . Also known as ‘Brixton Beach’, it was opened
in 1937 and is a Grade II listed building. Turn right at the
lido and walk up the hill passing the Community
Greenhouses , a volunteer-run project including
organic vegetable plots, greenhouses and beehives. 
On the left is the old chapel with a portico. Built 
to serve old Brockwell Hall it is now sheltered seating.
Housemartins are said to nest under the chapel eaves 
at the side of the portico, near the women’s WC. 

The Walled Garden is one of Lambeth’s best kept
secrets. It used to be the kitchen garden for the old

Brockwell Hall, pulled down in
1809 by the new owner John
Blades, a glass manufacturer. 
Box and yew hedges divide the
flowerbeds in the garden.
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Yours to explore!

Spanish 
Si desea información en otro idioma, rogamos nos 
llame al 020 7926 9000.

Portuguese
Se desejar esta informaçâo noutro idioma, favor 
telefonar para 020 7926 9000.

French 
Si vous souhaitez ces informations dans une autr
e langue, veuillez nous contacter au 020 7926 9000. 

Bengali

Twi 
Se wope saa nkaeboy yi wo kasa foforo mu
a fre 020 7926 9000.

Yoruba
Tí e. ba fe. ìmoràn yìí, ní èdè Òmíràn, e. jõ., e. kàn 
wà l’ágogo 020 7926 9000.

If you would like this information in 
large print, Braille, audio tape or 
another language please contact 
us on 020 7926 9000.

If you have enjoyed this walk, you might like to try the
Black History Walk. This walk is available in your pack 
or online at www.lambeth.gov.uk/explore

Lambeth Council would like to thank Footsteps for
compiling the walk.

020 7926 9000.

Yours to explore
Environment and Culture
London Borough of Lambeth
2nd Floor, Blue Star House 
234-244 Stockwell Road
London SW9 9SP

www.lambeth.gov.uk/explore
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