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Streatham Common
to Wimbledon Park

Walk 5

PICK YOUR WALK

From the start of Walk 5 near
Streatham Common Station, it’s 51/2
miles to Wimbledon Park Station,
where Walk 6 starts – in case
you’re thinking of continuing
further. For a shorter walk, from
Streatham Common Station it’s 21/4
miles to Balham Station, 23/4 miles
to Wandsworth Common Station,
or 41/2 miles to Earlsfield Station.

From Streatham Common Station turn left
along the approach road and continue
ahead along Estreham Road to the
footbridge, where Walk 5 of the Capital
Ring starts. Keep ahead beside the
railway line. At the bend, turn left through
the subway to Potters Lane, then turn
right along Conyers Road.

A strange mosque-like building appears
on your left – actually, it’s Thames Water’s
Streatham Pumping Station, built in 1888.
Keep on past Fairmile Avenue, and look
out on your left at number 14 for a stained
glass window, which shows a woman
watching a departing sailing ship. 
Cross busy Mitcham Lane with care, if
necessary using the refuge to the right.
Keep ahead along tree-lined Riggindale
Road, passing the hefty, red-brick
Streatham Methodist Church, built in
1900. At the end bear left up a footpath
on to A214 Tooting Bec Road.

Turn left over the railway then cross at the
traffic lights by Aldrington Road. Turn left
past the entrance to Tooting Bec Lido.

Tooting Bec Lido has one of the
largest swimming pools in Europe 
– a hundred yards long and thirty-
three yards wide. It was opened 
as a conventional open-air pool in
1906, but in 1936 it was rebuilt as a

“lido”, which is Italian for beach.
It has a large open-air pool and

a paddling pool, surrounded 
by sunbathing areas.

Bear half right
along a tarmac
footpath on Tooting
Bec Common. The
strange word Bec comes
from St. Mary de Bec in
Normandy, whose abbey held this
parish during the twelfth century.
Halfway across you pass a copse,
behind which lies a small lake – a short
detour takes you to its viewing platform.
Just before the road, Bedford Hill, you can
turn sharp left for refreshments at the park
café. Cross the road and continue ahead
across the northern part of the common.

Bear left towards the railway, which is the
main line from London to Brighton, built in
1846. In eighty yards at a notice board
turn left along an alleyway.

Cross Culverden Road and keep ahead
along Fontenoy Road, returning to
Bedford Hill. Turn right to cross at the
refuge, then turn right and immediately
left into Ritherdon Road, following the left-
hand pavement. Take the third right,
Cloudesdale Road, using the right-hand
pavement. At the end, cross Elmfield
Road and turn left, passing Balham
Leisure Centre then Ravenstone School 
to Balham High Road.

Opposite is Du Cane Court which,
despite its rather bland exterior, is
one of the most elegant apartment
blocks in South London, dating from
the art deco period of the 1930s. 
It has been the home of many
celebrities, and was a location for
the television series, Poirot.
Appropriately for a town that had
several theatres and cinemas during
the early twentieth century, Balham
has many other connections with
the world of entertainment. Natives
include film actress Margaret
Rutherford, football pundit Jimmy
Hill and sitcom writer John Sullivan,
creator of Citizen Smith and Only
Fools and Horses. But it was Peter
Sellers who in 1958 immortalised
the town in his spoof travelogue,
Balham, gateway to the south.

Turn right along Balham High Road and
cross over at the traffic lights. For Balham
Station keep ahead under the bridge. As
you cross, note Balham’s parish church
of St. Mary and John the Divine, built in
1808, with its domed baptistry in front.
Turn left then immediately right along
Balham Park Road.

Cross Boundaries Road and
keep ahead for 500 yards to a
bend. Turn right along an alleyway
leading on to Wandsworth Common.

Follow the railway line through the ticket
office of Wandsworth Common Station,
then bear left beside the station approach
road to St. James’s Drive. Cross at the
lights to pass the Hope pub, then cross
Bellevue Road. Bear half right on to the
next part of Wandsworth Common,
rejoining the railway line. Soon you pass
two ponds, which you can inspect more
closely by taking a detour along its over-
water boardwalks and viewing platform.

Continue beside the railway to a
footbridge, keep ahead then immediately
fork left on the third path, heading for the
right-hand end of a long brick wall. The
cream building to your right, the former
Neal’s Farmhouse, now contains a
cafeteria and toilets, as well as park 
offices and a nature study centre. Bear 
left between the fences then keep ahead,
between a cricket ground and Dorlcote
Road. Just before the end, bear left up a
short earth path to Trinity Road. Cross at
the traffic lights towards the County Arms
pub, then keep ahead along Alma Terrace.

Ahead now is the high brick wall 
of Wandsworth Prison, which was
built in 1851 as the Surrey House 
of Correction. It has had some
famous inmates, including Oscar
Wilde in 1895, Great Train Robber
Ronnie Biggs, from 1963 until his
notorious escape in 1965, and Derek
Bentley, who was wrongfully hanged
here in 1953 for the murder of a
policeman – the conviction was
overturned in 1998. 

Turn left along Heathfield Road to a 
mini-roundabout, then turn right along
Magdalen Road. This runs dead straight
for three-quarters of a mile, but shortly 
you can relieve this by turning into
Wandsworth Cemetery and following the
parallel path to a gate near the end (which
is not suitable for wheelchairs). Pass
Earlsfield Public Library to reach Garratt
Lane, with Earlsfield Station to your right.

Cross ahead at the lights then turn right
under the railway bridge to the junction
with Penwith Road, where you turn left.

Very soon you cross the River
Wandle, which used to be famous
for trout fishing, and is once again
becoming a home for many species
of water-loving flora and fauna. It
flows from two sources at Waddon,
near Croydon, and Carshalton, and
enters the Thames at Wandsworth.
With a drop of around 200 feet in
just ten miles, it is one of the fastest
flowing rivers in the London area,
and once powered dozens of
watermills. These produced all
manner of things, not only flour but
metal, leather, paper, textiles, snuff
and even gunpowder. In the Middle
Ages, the river was known as
Ledeborne – the loud stream – an
apt description for such swift waters.
The origin of its present name is
something of a mystery, but appears
to be connected with Wandsworth.
The river is accompanied by the
Wandle Trail, which links the
Vanguard Way at Croydon to 
the Thames Path National Trail.

Take the next left, Ravensbury Terrace,
then bear right with the road, which
becomes Haslemere Avenue as you 
pass the Haslemere Industrial Estate.
Cross Dawlish Avenue and Brooklands
Avenue, keeping ahead into Mount
Road. Take the next left, Lucien
Road, and keep ahead into
Durnsford Road Recreation
Ground. Follow the tarmac
path round to the right, past 
a school and playground, 
into Wellington Road. 
Turn left, then at the end,
beside Field Court,
turn right along a
short alleyway to
Durnsford Road.

Turn left to cross at the lights towards
Wimbledon Mosque, built in 1977. Turn 
left along the far side then turn right up
Arthur Road. At the top is Wimbledon Park
Station, where Walk 5 finishes. To continue
on to Walk 6, stay on the right-hand side
and keep ahead past the station.
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A guidebook to the whole Capital
Ring, by Colin Saunders, has been
published by Aurum Press at £12.99,
available from all good booksellers.

As well as a very detailed route
description, there are full colour
photos by David Sharp, and enlarged
Ordnance Survey Explorer maps at
1:16,666 scale show the route,
station links and facilities.
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