Lambeth Black
History Walk

From the roots
of carnival in Britain
to the riots of 1981,
Lambeth has

at the forefront of
London’s Black cultural life.

As the site of Europe’s largest African-Caribbean

street markets and cultural centres, it is still a magnet
for new immigrants and visitors alike. But the influence
of African-Caribbean culture in the borough is not a
modern development. People of African origin have
been connected to Lambeth since the late 17th century.

Lambeth’s Black History Walk traces the footsteps of
some famous and not so famous Black Londoners.
The walk should take just under two hours and is
suitable for all ages as well as for those with disabilities.

On the corner of Langley Lane and South Lambeth

Road we find Langley Mansions . It was here at flat
number 12 that Duse Mohamed Ali, the publisher of the
African Times & Orient Review and associate and mentor
of the Black nationalist philosopher Marcus Garvey, was
living in 1915. He had previously lived at number 55
Victoria Mansions further down South Lambeth Road
towards Stockwell. The African Times & Orient Review
was published from Fleet Street offices between
1912-1920.

Turning right at South Lambeth
Road, a short walk takes us to
Spring Gardens e on
Kennington Lane. From 1661 to
1859 the area of Spring Gardens
and Tyers Street was the location
of the popular Vauxhall Pleasure
Gardens. In August 1848 the
African-American dancer Master
Juba appeared here together with
the Ethiopian Serenaders in front
of mesmerised audiences before
performing for Queen Victoria at
Buckingham Palace. Among
other Black performers appearing
at Vauxhall Pleasure Gardens
were the Siamese twins Millie and
Christine Thompson (the ‘African

African-American dancer,
Master Juba.
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African boy serves drinks. Vauxhall Pleasure Gardens mid 18th century.

- Twins’) in 1854 and the riding
Dld you L ? master James Emidy (whose
father was the composer Joseph
know = Ermidy) in 1858.
The Black actor Ira

Aldridge (below)
made his first stage

Cross Kennington Lane, turn

left into Harleyford Road and
continue until you arrive at The
Oval Cricket Ground e on
your left. In 1928 the West Indies
played their first test match at
this venue. During their victorious
1976 tour, 291 of Viv Richards’
829 runs were scored here and
Michael Holding took 6 wickets
for 57 runs. The Oval was also
the scene of the Scottish football
team’s historic 6-1 victory over
England in March 1881.
Captaining Scotland that day
was Andrew Watson, widely
believed to be Britain’s first black professional footballer.

appearance playing
the lead role in The
Revolt of Surinam at
the Royal Coburg
Theatre (now the Old
Vic) in 1825.

Cut through the path running

alongside Stoddart House Did you ?

directly across the road. This
will bring you out on to Meadow know u

Road. 6 Meadow Road 0
was the home of the writer,
editor and political activist
Claudia Jones from 1958 to
1960. Jones published

The West Indian Gazette and
Afro-Asian News — Britain’s first
post-war Black newspaper. She
also organised the yearly Caribbean celebrations in
London that would evolve into the Notting Hill Carnival.

Cetawayo (the king
of the Zulus) visited

the ‘Free Library’,
Kennington Lane, in
August 1882 to view
a painting of the
defence of Rorke’s
Drift made famous
in the film Zulu.

Backtrack down Meadow Road, turn right into Claylands
Road and then left in the direction of Kennington Park

. Formerly known as Kennington Common, this
stretch of green was the site of a number of Chartist
gatherings throughout the spring of 1848.



. The Chartist Movement

Dld you ? sought voting rights for all
adult men, a secret ballot

know - and payment for MPs
Francis Barber,
Dr Johnson’s black among other demands.
The best-known rally was
held on 10 April when
over 250,000 people
assembled. The event
was organised by William
Cuffay, the black elected
leader of London’s Chartists. Seeking to ridicule the
movement, the Times referred to them as ‘the black
man and his party’. A smaller Chartist demonstration
held on 13 March broke up into rioting. Two black
men, Benjamin Prophett and David Duffy, were
identified as ringleaders.

manservant would
have been a frequent
visitor to Lambeth
during the writer’s
visits to the Thrale
family in Streatham.

A walk through the park will take you to St. Agnes
Place e The Rastafarian Community Centre at
number 93 was visited throughout 1977 by the
legendary reggae artist Bob Marley while he was
recording the Exodus album.

Unknown Lambeth family photographed at the Henry Jacobs
Studios in the late 60s.

Leave the park via the Brixton Road o exit. In the
early 18th century Brixton Road was a track connecting
Kennington Common to Rush Common and the
pastures of Streatham Common and was known as
Brixton Causeway. Between November 1722 and
February 1723, an individual described only as ‘the
Black woman at Brixton Causeway’ appeared to have
received money from the parish of St. Mary’s Lambeth
for herself and her ‘bastard child’. Two other black
people, John Duke and Henry Mundox are also
mentioned during the same period. These are amongst
the earliest records of black people living in Lambeth.

250 Brixton Road @)

An inconspicuous and Did you ?

unnumbered door currently
marks the spot from which know

the West Indian Gazette was
published until 1964. During
the late 1960s and 1970s
this property also housed the
offices of the West Indian into the Morant Bay
Observer as well as massacres in
Campbell’s Record Shop, Jamaica.

one of the first distributors of

African-Caribbean music in South London.

In 1865 a crowd of
over 1,000 people

met at Lambeth

Baths on Westminster
Bridge Road to
demand an inquiry

Turn left here into Loughborough Road and continue
straight ahead until you reach the junction of Lilford
Road and Knatchbull Road. A left turn here will soon
bring you alongside Lambeth Archives at the

Minet library . Take the opportunity to examine
the archives’ Black history resources that include
registers of baptisms, marriages and deaths, as well
as newspapers and literature relating to local, national
and global Black histories. Facing the archive building
is Longfield Hall @.This was the home of the Dark
and Light Theatre, the first government-funded Black
theatre company in Britain to have its own building.
Created by Frank Cousins in 1971, Dark and Light
performed plays by writers from all over the African
diaspora until he stepped down as artistic director
in1977.

Audience at the Old Vic Theatre in 1859.

Retrace your steps back to Brixton Road and continue
towards the town centre.

As you approach the Stockwell Road, on your right
you will see the Blue Star House office block Q
This building currently houses the Voice newspaper.
First published in 1982, this is Britain’s longest-running
and most widely sold black periodical.

. Turn right at the junction
Did you ? with Atlantic Road (B).
know = On 13 April 1981, following a
The first mention of Wegk-long pohc;e operation
which resulted in almost
1,000 mostly black young men

being stopped and searched,
Atlantic Road and Railton

ablack person in
Lambeth is the
baptism of John the
‘sonne of Abimelech
Potter’ a blackamore
in 1699. Road became the centre of



