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PART ONE : BUSINESS MEETING

1.
WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS, APOLOGIES
All were introduced.

2.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 7TH FEBRUARY 2007
These were agreed to be an accurate record.

3.
MATTERS ARISING AND DEVELOPMENTS
a)
ICES [Integration of Community Equipment Services]

Richard Croydon updated the meeting :

· It was hoped the ICES website would go public soon. 

· The assistive technology show flat in Brixton is under development. It is expected to be used as an interim measure for two years pending the possible longer term development of a Centre for Independent Living. Pete McDonagh raised concerns about the accessibility of the flat. Richard explained that some portable equipment can be demonstrated in other venues and in people’s homes.

· The equipment service (stores, delivery etc) will be re-tendered to take effect from April 2008. Charlie Williams from ACS is leading this work and will want user involvement in the development of the specification and the tender process.

Janice added that the Council is still hoping to secure funding for the development of a permanent display and demonstration centre at Lambeth Resource Centre.

b)
Direct Payments issues
Jim Heron reported :

· The re-tendering of the Direct Payments Support Service with a revised specification was in progress. The new contract would start from 1st July.

· The ‘re-launch’ of direct payments was on hold because additional funding had not been given to ACS for 07/08 for additional staffing within the department to deliver this but the 

· issue would be taken up with the incoming Executive Director ACS, Jo Cleary, who was starting in May. 

However, progress was being made in relation to use of direct payments by mental health service users : a meeting was being arranged with PCT and mental health staff.

· The Direct Payments Project Board would be working with a new CSIP [Care Services Improvement Partnership] direct payments self-assessment tool.

· An increase of 4.2% in the hourly rate paid to direct payments users was being implemented for 07/08 [this was the same inflation uplift as that which agency homecare providers would receive.]

c)
Sensory Services Sub Group 

Roger Lewis had facilitated a group for people with visual impairments based at Lambeth Resource Centre which had been a success and there were now plans for a ‘Lambeth Vision’ group

Attendance at the sub-group had included representation from RAD [Royal Association for Deaf People], MSB [Metropolitan Society for the Blind], Organisation of Blind African Caribbeans [OBAC] and Mary Wells who was a carer for a person with dual sensory impairment.

d)
Disabilities Housing Sub-Group

Pete Redman, Chief Executive of the Shadow ALMO [Arms Length Management Organisation] which the Council proposes will take over management of the Council’s housing stock had been asked about how the Decent Homes Standards applied to disabled people’s housing needs and about issues such as adaptations and responsiveness to vulnerable tenants.

Stephanie Brann has left as manager of the Lambeth Home Improvement Agency to take up a similar post in Newham.

Pete McDonnell briefly introduced the draft Extra Care Commissioning Strategy and highlighted some of the developments which might be possible [eg a small sheltered unit for people with acquired brain injury at Alver Bank, a Salvation Army home in Clapham].

It was agreed that the Housing sub-group would have a more detailed look at the draft strategy at its May meeting on behalf of the main Board.

4.
REPORT ON DISABILITIES PARTNERSHIP BOARD ACTION PLAN 2006/7

David and Pete (McDonnell) spoke briefly about the Board’s achievements in 2006/07and continuing issues on which better progress needed to be made.

The Health and Social Care Partnership Executive [the Disabilities Partnership Board’s Parent Board] had now asked for a report on performance in the disabilities area at its meeting in May.

5.
FIRST DRAFT OF DISABILITIES PARTNERSHIP BOARD ACTION PLAN 2007/08
David and Pete (McDonnell) introduced the first draft of the Action Plan for 07/08. They apologised that this had not been circulated earlier and highlighted some key points :

· The previous year’s format had been used again but the Strategy Group would be having a more detailed look at this to see if it could be improved on, especially in relation to being more user friendly [for example, it was difficult to convert to a Braille document] and having clearer targets and means of measuring performance against them.

· Every Board sub group would be expected to have terms of reference and a work plan for its area. We would be aiming for better circulation of information from each sub-group’s meetings to the main Board.

· Some sections of the draft [eg Long-Term conditions] needed  to be completed more fully.

· The Strategy Group should look actively at including user and carer representatives who were currently missing.

· Initial comments on the draft could be sent to David or Pete by 5th April  so they could be considered at Strategy Group on 10th April but a further version would be brought to the next Board.

6.
A.O.B

a) Disability Equality Schemes

Hannah enquired as to what was happening with the PCT and the Council’s Disability Equality Schemes and Action Plans.  Liz reported that the PCT Human Resources team was leading on this and the scheme would be going to the PCT Board for approval.

Action – It was agreed that the PCT document would be circulated when confirmed and that Valma James, Policy and Equalities Manager in Lambeth ACS, should be invited to provide information on her department’s action plan to the Board.

b)
Commissioning Framework for Health and Wellbeing
Liz recommended that the Board look at this new document from the Department of Health which is about strategic commissioning in the context of the White Paper Our Health, Our Care, Our Say
c)
Council proposals for cuts in adult social care services
It was agreed that the minutes from the joint Older Persons / Disabilities Boards’ consultation meeting on 23rd March should be circulated to all members of both Boards when they were ready. The meeting had commented on the impact of the proposals on eligibility and charging and on the likely impact of the reductions in funding for voluntary sector services.

PART TWO – STROKE SERVICES

MODERNISATION INITIATIVE STROKE SERVICES PROGRAMME

The overall Modernisation Initiative has been funded by Guys and St Thomas’s Charitable Trust for three years ending December 2007 to look at improving healthcare in sexual health, kidney services and stroke services.

Gaynor, Richard, Nanik and John gave a presentation on the user involvement aspects of the stroke services programme which has covered Lambeth and Southwark. This has been given a high priority and has included :

· User membership of the different project groups

· Development of resources (eg patient-centred training resources for professionals and resources for patients)

· A peer support project through which 8 peer supporters who have experienced stroke have shared their knowledge of stroke by partnering with new stroke patients

· A long term support project which has built and coordinated a network of 50 people who have had strokes and who have been involved in activities such as mystery shopping, running local stroke 

events and lobbying the local authorities about the need for better services.

Gaynor explained that the long-term support project was only funded until June 2007 and those involved were keen to sustain the work. There were many involvement opportunities, both general (eg the Partnership Boards, service quality monitoring, the Expert Patient Programme, recruitment of professionals) and stroke-specific (eg governance of the stroke units and St Thomas’ and Kings, development of stroke services, training of health and social care staff, research, peer support and long term support).

Over the next three months, the group would be carrying out a feasibility study of how this work could be sustained. Options might include embedding it further within statutory programmes such as public and patient involvement or trying to get a commitment from existing voluntary organisations to support and fundraise for the network, which might still be led by neighbourhood based volunteer coordinators.

Action

The meeting agreed that some impressive user involvement work had come out of the programme and hoped that it would be possible to sustain the most important elements and for the Disabilities Partnership Board to make a closer relationship with users active in the long-term support project. Janice felt that the social care services provided to stroke patients through ACS (eg through Lambeth Resource Centre, care management and occupational therapy) would benefit from this learning.

It was agreed that Liz and David would discuss options further with Gaynor and report back to the Board.

NEXT MEETING

TUESDAY 5TH JUNE 2007 AT LBL - PHOENIX HOUSE, 10 WANDSWORTH ROAD, LONDON SW8 2LL
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