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Children and Young People’s Service

Strategic Commissioning Unit

Frequently asked questions
1. Can private sector health companies bid to provide services such as breastfeeding advice and child health promotion that are traditionally provided by statutory health providers?
Response: Early Years are re-commissioning health services from Lambeth Primary Care Trust as the PCT and NHS Trusts are the sole providers of key services such as health visitors and midwifery. The aim is to use the Early Years health allocation to provide or enhance health service provision over and above those services being provided by the PCT and NHS Trusts as part of their statutory responsibility. We welcome bids from private sector health companies. Consideration will need to be given by non-statutory health providers to the statutory health services already provided by the PCT and NHS Trusts and how the proposed services that the private sector wishes to offer complement or enhance the statutory health service provision.
2. If a provider wants to provide two hours of a service across all Children’s Centres, does the provider need to check with the Children’s Centres that they have the appropriate space and time slots for us to do this?

Response: No, you do not need to approach Children’s Centres directly to check this. If providers do have any further queries relating to specific Children’ Centres please contact Laura Griffin: Family Support Development Manager 020 7926 9565 lmgriffin@lambeth.gov.uk
3. Will providers be able to keep their seconded youth services staff from Lambeth Council? Contractual arrangements with the youth service and with the workers are coming to an end in April 2008. Therefore, for successful bidders, staff need to be in place by the beginning of April. Can contracts with existing seconded staff be extended from April, or do the posts need to be advertised externally?

Response: If providers want to include seconded youth services staff in their bid, they will need to negotiate this as partnership venture with the youth service.

4. Will staff from existing providers be TUPED over to new providers? This relates to both youth and early years. Providers who are submitting a bid need to know if this is the case, because a cost would have to be built in to their proposed budgets to cover any potential redundancy costs.

Response: TUPE = Transfer of Undertakings (Protection of Employment) Regulations. The purpose of TUPE is to preserve continuity of employment and to safeguard employment rights of all employees whose employment transfers to a new employer as a result of a relevant transfer. Current providers are contracted until 31st March 2008 and the services from April 2008 will have new specifications. This means that there is no transfer of service or business or undertaking or service provision change. TUPE is not applicable in this case as the current tendering process relates to the procurement of services to be delivered from 1st April 2008. Successful providers will be awarded a contract for 3 years. 

5. Can volunteers’ time be match funded? 

Response: We would not match fund a volunteer’s time. If a provider wanted to use volunteers as part of their proposed service, we would expect the appropriate costs of recruitment, training and support of volunteers to be built into the bid.

6. If someone is a sole trader – what do they put for question A17 on the business 
questionnaire?

Response: Providing a tax reference number should be sufficient.
7.
Will the 600K for youth services include an allowance for inflation or not? If this is not the case the local authority will surely have to accept that as a project moves to conclusion services will diminish in delivery because of lack of expenditure available.

Response: We recognise that prospective providers are concerned about the programme allocation of 600K for youth services and the large number of priorities (9 in total) that needs to be addressed. As stated at page 14 in the Joint Commissioning Strategy, Lambeth is committed to full cost recovery. As that is our policy, we would expect providers, in showing their costings for the proposed service, to include any proposed/expected inflationary increases over the three year project lifetime. However, a decision about inflationary increase has not yet been made. If there is no inflationary increase, we would expect to discuss the implications of this with providers in advance of the relevant year.
8. Will there be a public notice to say which providers have been successful and indicating whether they are a small, medium or large provider? 

Response: Yes. A briefing will be made public. This briefing will contain information about the proportion of small, medium and large providers who are successful in being awarded contracts.
9. Will the services being commissioned by Lambeth Council be statutory services? If so, it will affect our ability to apply for match funding.

Response: No. This is because the services that are being commissioned are additional services, over and above what is being provided by existing statutory providers. 
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