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White Paper: Time For Change
The government recently set out its vision for improving outcomes for children in care with the release of the White paper ‘Care Matters: Time for Change’. The paper outlines some key changes in the way all local authorities and key partners, including schools, work together to ensure that stability, support and achievement improve for this vulnerable group.
Proposals for improving education outcomes include:

· Statutory Designated Teacher for LAC 
· Giving LAC the highest priority in school admissions
· Introducing a new requirement to ensure that care planning decisions do not disrupt a child’s education, including no placement moves in years 10 & 11 except in exceptional circumstances
· Asking schools and LAs to introduce strategies for improving attendance and reducing exclusions

· An emphasis on high quality early years provision for LAC.
For more details on the white paper proposal, go to www.dfes.gov.uk/publications/carematters/index
School Support Staff Pilot Initiative
The LACEA team recently begun work on a pilot initiative aimed at developing the role and expertise of school support staff to assist the role of the designated teacher for looked after children.

Teachers and support staff from 5 schools, St Stephens (CE), Bonneville, Hitherfield, St Johns (CE) Primary and 
Dunraven secondary came to an initial meeting to develop and share ideas on how this initiative could best be developed and work has begun on developing an action plan of how this will be taken forward in the member schools.

LACEAT will follow up with a series of visits to schools involved before the end of term, in preparation for the second group-meeting scheduled for the new academic year.

For more information about the initiative please contact Louiza Charalambous on 020 7926 9958
Designated Teachers’ (DT) Core Group

LACEAT recently held its first DT core group meeting. The group, which consists of designated teachers from several schools across Lambeth, acts as the steering group for the DT Network, a forum that the LACEA team established in March this year to support and develop the role of the Designated Teacher in Lambeth schools.   

The group discussed a number of issues that impact on supporting looked after children’s education, and agreed agenda items for the next DT Network meeting to be held on 3rd October 2007 at Lambeth Town Hall.  The LACEA team would like to say a big thank you to Kim Dancy (Hitherfield Primary) and Carol Frost (St John’s CE Primary, Angell Town) for their time and input into the session. 

One or two extra members of this group would be helpful especially from the secondary and special schools. 
 If you are interested in becoming a member of the DT core group please contact Louiza Charalambous lcharalambous@lambeth.gov.uk Tel: 020 7926 9958
End of Year Reports - Request to Schools

The end of the academic year is usually a time when schools share end of year reports with parents and carers. It is good practice to ensure that the child’s social worker is provided with a copy of this report.  This can then be held in the child’s file along with the PEP and assist the local authority keep an accurate picture of the child young person’s education progress over time and to assist with developing services to improved outcomes for children and young people.
These can be sent to Chris Williams, LAC Education Achievement Officer using the contact details supplied.

LACEAT DVD Update

LACEAT have received funding to produce a DVD/video production to assist the council’s raising educational achievement work. The aim of the DVD is to show from the looked after child/young person’s perspective what makes the difference to their educational experience and achievement. The DVD will also contain discussions with practitioners including social workers, teachers and carers about their role and best practice in enabling and achieving good outcomes for LAC.

The LACEA Team will be working closely with the production company, Evans Woolfe, to ensure that the aims and purpose of this DVD are met and that all correspondence with young people and practitioners is appropriate.

Thank you to officers and schools that have agreed to participate in the production. The producers will be in contact shortly to arrange details for visits and interviews.

Holidays Activities Programme- Is your child involved?

A Holidays Activities Programme (HAP) has been developed by a team of professionals from across the council. They have pooled their expertise and time to develop a range of exciting activities for all children and young people in Lambeth.  

The programme of activities includes sports, music and arts and will provide the perfect opportunity to learn new skills, have a fun and meet new people....  If you wish to find out more about what’s on offer for young people in the borough throughout the summer and to collect your copy of the programme, which was launched on 22nd June from Youth and Play section, visit the following website www.lambethchildrensfund.org.uk
Education Surgeries for social workers

The LACEA team is providing education ‘drop in’ sessions for social workers and other staff involved in supporting the education of LAC.  The surgeries will provide colleagues with an opportunity to seek advice and guidance on education issues (admissions, attendance, exclusions, SEN), completing Personal Education Plans and working with schools.  

Surgeries will be held weekly, on 

Tuesday 10:00am-11:30am, 8th floor International House 

Wednesday 9:30am – 11:00am 3rd floor Hopton House

For further information, contact Chris Williams cwilliams2@lambeth.gov.uk  Tel: 020 7926 9252
Tribute to Chris Sey

The LACEA team would like to express their deep sadness at the loss of Chris Sey, Lambeth’s Principal Education Psychologist who died recently. Chris was a great support and friend to the LACEA team. A strong advocate for looked after children, he was closely involved with the team from its beginning and was always willing to share his personal understanding and professional expertise to this team. Chris was the key speaker at the first Lambeth Designated Teachers Conference and ran an innovative workshop at the most recent one. He will be very much missed by us all.

Thank you

LACEA would like to thank all colleagues in the local authority and partners in schools who have supported and continue to implement this important achievement agenda.  The team looks forward to your continued support in ensuring that outcomes for this group continue to improve.

LACEAT will be back with more news in early September.  

If you have any questions about this newsletter of would like further information please the LACEA team on 020 7926 9767/9252/9958.
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