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Appendix E
Support with Travel between Home and School/College for Young People aged 16-19.

Transport Policy 2010/11
1 Background

1.1 Schedule 19 of the Education Act 2002 detail arrangements for transport of persons over compulsory school age.  Local Authorities (LA’s) are now required to prepare each academic year a transport policy statement complying with the requirements of the Act.

2 Support Available

2.1 Assistance with travel will be offered to eligible students on a termly basis.  Applications received by the Special Education Needs Team after the start of the academic year (i.e., 1 September) will be treated retrospectively.  Funding will begin from the date of receipt of the application.

2.2 A student must be ineligible for an Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA), College funding, unless they are spending an exceptional (30%) amount of such grants on transport.  Students will also be ineligible if they are receiving any form of government training allowance.

2.3 In exceptional circumstances, where a college student is refused travel assistance by the college, the LA may consider their application for assistance with travel.

2.4 A grant of a maximum of £500 per student per year could be offered.  However, this will vary depending on individual circumstances i.e. distance of travel to college and any related costs.   

2.5 Asylum seekers may be considered for assistance with travel if they can provide evidence of support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.

2.6 Resources will be made available to support schools in developing mobility/independence training for students with Special Educational Needs (SEN).

2.7 A travel pass or grant of £500 can be issued to applicants with SEN who are deemed by the Local Authority to require this provision.

2.8 Payment will only be made on satisfactory attendance as confirmed by the school or college each term.

3 Eligibility Criteria

Responsibility

3.1 Students must be resident within the London Borough of Lambeth for the duration of their course.  Should the applicant move out of borough mid course or leave the course mid term, the support will cease.  Proof of Lambeth residency will be required (For example utility bill or Council tax letter)
Age

3.2 A student can apply for support in the beginning of the academic year (i.e. 1 September) following their 16th birthday up to and including the academic year in which they become 19 years old.

3.3 Support for students who begin a course before their 19th birthday will continue to be provided with assistance (so long as they continue to meet the eligibility criteria) for the duration of the course. 

3.4 Exceptionally support for young people with special educational needs (SEN), may be extended to the end of the academic year in which they turn 21. 

Parental Income

3.5 The LA will concentrate resources on travel where an applicant’s family income (before tax) is less than £30,810 in the previous financial year before the academic year in which the course starts.  .

Distance

3.6 Applicants must be attending a school or college 3 miles or more, by the nearest available route, from where they live.

3.7 Applicants with SEN who need transport support must live 3 miles or more from their school/college by the nearest available, route unless paragraph 3.3 applies.

3.8 The distance criteria may be waived where students have physical disabilities that necessitate transport support or can demonstrate other exceptional circumstances that make it reasonable to provide travel support for distances less than 3 miles.

4 Appeals

4.1 Any applicant refused support can appeal in writing to;

Head of SEN

         Hopton House

         243A Streatham High Road

         London SW16 6EY

      ( 020 7926 9450
Appeals should be made within 15 working days of the decision from the LA.  During an appeal, travel assistance will not be provided.  
5 Budget Limitations

5.1 The budget is of course limited, therefore the Children and Young People’s Service (CYPS) reserves the right to refuse any applications made under this policy on the grounds that sufficient funds are not available. Individual circumstances will, however, always be taken into account.
Other information

Further information on Support for travel between home and school for students aged 16-19 in Lambeth and young people with SEN can be obtained from the Inclusions Transport Officer at:

SEN Team 
Hopton House

243A Streatham High Road

London

SW16 6EY

 ( 020 7926 9335
Further information on concessionary fares, discounts, subsidies, passes or travel cards available in the London area can be provided by Transport for London on 020 7222 1234 or at www.tfl.gov.uk
Students can apply for support from the summer term preceding the start of the 2010/11 academic year, 1 September 2010.
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