LAMBETH DISABILITIES PARTNERSHIP BOARD

28TH NOVEMBER 2006  

(LAMBETH ACCORD CENTRE – 336 BRIXTON RD)

MINUTES

Present:

Khadiru Mahdi

Regeneration and Housing, LBL

Stephanie Brann

HIA Grants and Adaptations Service

Rob Wilks


Royal Association for Deaf People

Manuela Schuette
Lambeth Community OccuPational Therapy
	David Strong
	Director, Disability Advice Service Lambeth (Co-Chair)

Divisional Director, Lambeth Adults & Community Services (Co-Chair)

	Pete McDonnell

Liz Clegg
	Commissioning Manager – Lambeth Adults & Community Services 

Assistant Director, Lambeth PCT

	Vivien McKnight
	Equalities Officer, Lambeth Housing

	Anne Potton
	Principal OT - Lambeth Adults & Community Services

	Hannah Watts
	User Involvement Worker - Disability Advice Service Lambeth

	Jim Heron

David Worrall
	Strategic Commissioning Officer – Lambeth Adults & Community Services

Lambeth Supporting People

	John Pryor
	Lambeth Mental Health and Disabled People’s Action Group

	Donna Arthurs

              
	Lambeth Adults & Community Services – (Minutes)


	Apologies:
	

	Veronica Clare
	Medical Advisor for Lambeth Housing

	Kathleen Walsh
	Specialist Disabilities Team, Adults & Community Services


Anne Donohue              Lambeth ACS

John  Harris                   Director, Metropolitan Society for the Blind

Peter Drake                   Lambeth Housing

	Barbara Collis
	Director – Lambeth Ca  Lambeth Carers


1.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
All were welcomed and introduced.

The retirement of Frank Luck, Secretary of the Metropolitan Society for the Blind, was acknowledged and it was agreed that a letter will be written on behalf of the Board to thanks him and wish him every success in the future. His successor, John Harris, hoped to be involved in the Board’s work.

2.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
These were agreed.

3.
MATTERS ARISING AND DEVELOPMENTS
3a.
UPDATE ON SUB-GROUPS

 Housing Sub-group 

David Worrall explained that the Disabilities Housing Sub-group had been combined with the Housing Sub-group of the Older Persons Partnership Board but was meeting separately for the duration of the sheltered housing commission while the older persons’ sub-group had been suspended. Arrangements would be reviewed when the commission had reported.

Vivienne McKnight reported briefly on Lambeth’s Arms Length Management Organisation (ALMO) bid which would make funds available to bring houses up to Decent Homes standard.

.

Action – Vivienne McKnight to update on ALMO at future meetings

Supporting People are currently tendering a borough wide generic floating tenancy support contract to be in operation from September 2007.

Action – David Worrall to circulate more information on how the floating service will benefit disabled people

A Draft Allocation Policy including a new policy on Choice-based lettings is currently out for consultation. The Project Manager will be asked to attend the next Sub-Group meeting on 17th January.  

Action – 
David Worrall will email Draft Housing Allocation Policy to the Board for comments which the sub-group would incorporate in a consultation response on behalf of the Board
                


Action - David Worrall to circulate an update to the list of housing issues raised by the Board which the sub-group is tackling

Direct Payments Network

Jim Heron reported on the main points from the Network meeting on 30th October :

· He circulated the Direct Payments Action Plan to Board members

· A re-launch of direct payments would not be possible until April at the earliest because no additional funding had been agreed for 2006/07.

· A growth bid had been made to get resources to develop and support Direct Payments. If it were successful new internal posts would be created in ACS.

· A decision regarding annual uplift in the rate of direct payments is still under discussion.

· The Direct Payments Support Service would be re-tendered and users would be consulted on the new specification

Integration of Community Equipment Services (ICES)

Richard reported that the ICES Board had met last week :

· The website would go live in January 2007.  

· The Council will be renting a flat from Metropolitan Housing Trust in Brixton at which ICES equipment would be on display.

· The decision to abolish the ICES reference group had been confirmed

4.  COMMUNITIES FIRST 

Khadiru Mahdi, Norwood Town Centre Manager, Area Services, Regeneration & Housing reported on Communities First, the Council’s new proposals for structures for community  consultation and engagement. The Committee report was circulated and Khadiru sought views on the disability issues which needed to be considered in developing the structure.

The Board asked for these points to be taken back by Khadiru :

Concern about proposed community boundaries and how they would tie in with Health and Social Care localities and neighbourhoods. 
· Concern about engaging with and responding to the needs of transient communities. 

· Issue of effective and meaningful communication and engagement with people with disabilities at local and borough-wide levels:
- budget/resources for sign language, induction loop and other communication support
· The possibility of umbrella organisation (speaking with one, effective  voice) for people with disabilities that the Council and other statutory bodies could engage with at a borough-wide level.  This is an issue that the Lambeth Disabilities Partnership Board would wish to discuss with colleagues on the Partnership Boards for learning disability and for mental health, with the Health and Social Care Partnership and with the users and carers whose interests the Disabilities Partnership Board represents. 

· Ensure links with the Council's Disability Equality Scheme
5.
DISABILITIES PARTNERSHIP BOARD ACTION PLAN  
2006/7
Developments on the Action Plan were briefly reviewed. It was agreed that the Board needed to prioritise actions for the remainder of 06/07. The Co-Chairs had been asked to give a report to the January Health and Social Care Executive on the Board’s work, especially on how it managed its action plan to deliver its targets. 

Action – Any comments on Action Plan to David Strong for consideration by the Board Strategy Group on 12th December

6.  
DISCUSSION OF THE BOARD’S MEETINGS PROGRAMME FOR 2007

The Strategy Group had prepared a draft programme which the meeting considered.

It was agreed that meetings would start at 10.30am and continue to 1pm to make them more convenient for users and carers. 

Each meeting would continue to have two parts, starting with the business section and then a themed session with maximum involvement of service users and carers. 

It was agreed that the Strategy Group should look at the possibility of holding a user involvement event in the summer focussed on progress which had been made on the Board’s Joint Strategy

Action :  The Strategy Group to finalise the 2007 programme and publicise to the Board and the public

7.
LAMBETH COUNCIL’S DRAFT DISABILITY EQUALITY 
SCHEME 2006/9

This was introduced by Gerald Gohler who explained that the scheme would be presented to Cabinet on 8th January.

The Council’s action plan would be split into three levels - High priority to be completed by December 2007, Medium by 2008 and Low by 2009.

An update on progress will be produced every year.

The scheme would be published on the Council website with an easy read and audio version

Action  Any further comments to Gerald by 12th December

Action  Board Strategy Group to ensure the Disability Equality Scheme is reflected in the Board’s Action Plan. ACS departmental Action Plan to be discussed at a future Board meeting.
8.
MAIN THEME : INDEPENDENT LIVING

David Strong gave a brief overview of Government policy on the development of independent living policy and services.

He provided copies of DASL’s Mole December newsletter which had a special focus on this issue and encouraged Board members to follow up some of the important initiatives including the “Improving Life Chances of Disabled People” policy report, the White Paper “Our health, our care, our say”, Lord Ashley’s Independent Living Bill www.drc.org.uk/your_rights/independent_living_bill.aspx
and the new Government Office for Disability Issues (ODI), “Equality 2025 – the United Kingdom Advisory Network on Disability Equality” and the Independent Living Review chaired by Jane Campbell.
See www.officefordisability.gov.uk 

The meeting then looked at two areas in which independent living principles are being applied in the development of local services :

Extra Care Housing

Pete reported that he was leading the development of an extra care housing commissioning strategy which would be referred to the next Board meeting for comments.

There were a number of new developments in the pipeline across the borough including Elliot Road North; Clapham Park Estate; Stockwell Park Estate; Coventry Hall,Streatham; St. Bedes, Clapham North; Shaftesbury Homes and Alva Court, Clapham

Some of these will be suitable for people with disabilities. The extra care flats will be rented but other forms of tenure will be investigated.

Each unit will have both a housing and a care support provider on site and the aim is to support people who may otherwise have gone into residential care.

Adults and Community Services will also be working with partners and local communities to develop extra care units as community hubs / resource centres.

Assistive Technology in Lambeth

Manuella Schuette, principal occupational therapist at Adults and Community Services, gave a short presentation which is attached to these minutes.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING : Wednesday 7th February 2007, 10.am – 12.15pm [Lingham Court]
George Marshman
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