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The children looked afters’ education achievement update

Designated Teachers One Day Conference –
Reschedule Date
The Virtual school is pleased to announce that the Designated Teachers meeting previously schedule for December 2010 will now be held on 30 March 2011.
Lambeth Virtual School (LVS) have joined forces with Akamas to deliver a one-day conference on the topic of supporting  Children Looked After (CLA) who have experienced trauma and loss.  The all-day event will act as the Designated Teachers Network Meeting and will be part of the SENCO conference to be held at International House on 30 March 2011.  
Following the conference schools will have access to on line resources to support Designated Teachers development in this crucial area of work.

This conference and support materials are free to Lambeth DTs/school staff.  As a result, places are restricted to one person per school, to ensure that all schools/education providers within Lambeth can benefit from the event.  
The Virtual School apologies for any inconvenience caused by the previous postponement of this event.  For more information or to book a place please contact Chris Williams at cwilliams2@lambeth.gov.uk.

Pupil Premium for CLA
The coalition government recently announced the introduction of the Pupil Premium given to schools to support children that are underperforming.  There is a specific entitlement to support Children Looked After.   

It was agreed at the recent Lambeth Schools Forum that the Virtual School in partnership with School Finance will manage the distribution of the premium. The introduction of the premium will coincide with the new financial year and a comprehensive description of the process of distribution will be outlined in due course. 
Funding & Support
Colleagues maybe aware that all local authorities including Lambeth are undergoing cost cutting measures to meet the government’s reduction in public spending.  This has a direct impact on the budget of the Virtual School and has affected our ability to offer universal support for CLA that are underperforming.  We are asking all partners, particularly those is schools, to work closely with us to ensure that then need of theses children continue to be effectively met.    
LVS- Forthcoming Training Sessions
The Virtual School continues to develop and deliver training for key stakeholders in the raising CLA attainment agenda.  This is to ensure that they are familiar with the crucial role they play is supporting the development of this underachieving group.

Our next training for School Governors will be held on 8 March, Room 101 Lambeth Town Hall, 6.30pm.   To book a place on this course please contact Joan Bandoo, Governing Services on 020 7926 9668 or via email on jbandoo@lambeth.gov.uk
A new series of Designated Teachers training specifically aimed at supporting this diverse statutory role has also been developed.  Dates for this will be released shortly.  LVS would like to acknowledge the support of colleagues from Westminster and Barking & Dagenham in assisting the development of these sessions.
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