Minutes of the meeting of the Lambeth Disabilities Partnership Board held on 3 May 2005 2 – 5pm at Lambeth Accord Centre, 336 Brixton Road

Present

Liz Clegg

Lambeth PCT (Chair)

George Marshman
Lambeth Social Services

Marc Jeffrey

JoinedUpWriting/ Service user (Co-chair)

David Strong

DASL (Co-chair)

Malcolm Fyfe

Lambeth Social Services

Hannah Watts

DASL

Peter Drake

Lambeth Housing

Gerald Gohler

Lambeth Equality and Diversity

Jarrod Lange

Lambeth Supporting People

In Attendance

Joe Norman

Lambeth Social Services (Minuting)

Ian Banner

Lambeth Social Services

Kelly Renzullo

Lambeth Social Services

Gerry O’Kello

Lambeth Social Services

Apologies

Stephanie Brann
Lambeth

Alexander Reeve
MHT

Frank Luck

Metropolitan Society for the Blind
Barbara Collis

Lambeth Carers

Alan Smith

Lambeth Crossroads

Roger Giess

Lambeth Cabinet Member for Social Care

1. Welcome and Introductions

Liz Clegg opened the meeting with introductions and noted the large presence of the statutory sector. Ian Banner asked about the Board’s Terms of Reference with regard to its make up; LC replied that these are pending, following discussions at the HSC Partnership and at the Executive Subgroup.

2. Minutes/ Matters arising

George Marshman corrected the previous minutes by pointing out that technical assessors were not currently being trained for the Social Services restructuring.

LOW VISION: GM reported that the bid was not successful and that a paper with proposed reconfigurations is being prepared. It was agreed a subgroup to help with consultation is needed because client group needs are specific.

· Action – GM to report on LV at next meeting

· Action – GM to report on possible location of ICES display and demonstration area at Hopton House

· Action – Housing will be a major item at the next meeting

SICKLE CELL: Mark Jeffery reported 12,500 living with Sickle Cell in Lambeth, Southwark and Lewisham. SCAB (Sickle Cell Action Board) is attended by OSCAR and other SC Groups, PCT, GLA, SELSA, Acute Trust. They need Lambeth SS, Housing and Education to attend as well.

· Action – MJ will distribute minutes via Maria Burton.

3. Draft Strategy

LC introduced this document as a map of current information (activity, population factors) for comparison with other boroughs and for identifying gaps. It needs stakeholder event consultation and final board approval.

LC has asked John Morgan to cross reference it with the NSF for Long Term Neurological Problems released last month.

MJ stressed that the strategy will require cross-cutting between Housing, Education, Transport and Employment, as well as Social Services and NHS.

COMMENTS:
GM said in reference to section 4.3 that Case Coordinators and principal Occupational Therapists are in place for the Disabilities restructuring. This needs to feed into Commissioning Strategy. 150 people are placed in residential/ nursing care outside the borough.



Hannah Watts mentioned using DASL’s informal user group for consultation; GM suggested re-using the 50-strong NHS user group.



Peter Drake said that time scales and identified names are essential for action plans.

· Action - Board members for feedback within next fortnight.
4. Action Plan
LC explained that this (Draft 16 Nov 2004) was inherited from Denis O’Rourke. She has made it more specific but there are still gaps with time frames and indicators.

Comments were made on changes to the equalities section (p7). “Jointly agreed ethnic monitoring… 60%” (p7) means that SS and PCT would need matching ethnic categories.

David Strong said that Direct Payments uptake (p10) should be prioritized more. GM said that the new DP Coordinator for SS is working with senior managers towards formulating a plan. Also, the DP Network (a subgroup of the board) is to formulate a wider action plan. DS added that there needs to be “independent advocacy” (p10) and resources to support this.

NSF has 11 recommendations for LTCs. “Develop rehabilitation for LTCs” is not statutory for 2005/6 so will be taken out and commuted to 2006/7.

ICES is a priority for 2005/6 but wording about shopfront will be less specific.

“Maximise income and access to welfare benefits” – need to create awareness and build up the capacity of advocacy groups. DS said that Sue Wright is in SS post for ‘advice’; this should be cross-cutting with an SS lead.

LC said that she was removing the last item, “Allocation of Carers Grant”.

LC asked the board to consider before agreeing:
Can we do this?




Is there the capacity to deliver?

Kelly Renzullo queried the deliverability of “extra care housing” (p13). MF said that this might not be at St Bede’s.

· Action – All board members to fill gaps, make comments and assess practicability of Action Plan and feed back to LC within 2 weeks.

Queries about Visual and hearing impairment to GM

Queries about Welfare to Work to DS

· Action – Members names above to complete the gaps in the plan and submit back to LC within 2 weeks

5. User/ Carer Involvement
· Action – HW to organize stakeholder event; liaise with Valerie Dinsmore and Philippa Davey

· Action – Commissioning to give HW a list of providers

· Action – LC to provide list of PCT attendees

Possible venues are: Lambeth Resource Centre, Stockwell YMCA, Stockwell Community Centre, Lambeth Town Hall.

Invitees:
SS Commissioning, Case Coordinators and others



PCT



Voluntary and Community Groups



Service User and Carer Groups

To include presentation of strategy then workshopping in smaller groups. Gerry O’Kello suggested inviting Councillors. To be item on subgroup agenda.

NB. – Stakeholder Event to take place on 12th July 2005 in the Town Hall

6. Board Membership and Constitution
HW announced she is setting up a user group to feed into the board to start in June. It will focus on what the users want from the board and include confidence and assertiveness training. LC asked her to consider what training board members themselves would need. HW is also setting up an email forum for users.

The reading group (users reading documents for clarity and comprehensibility) at Lambeth Resource Centre has not moved forward.

· Action – HW to talk to Keith Edmondson of LRC about this

· Action – HW to do work plan for the board

LC pointed out that some regular attendees were not present; Maria Burton is making membership lists for the board make-up.

IB stressed the difference between core members and ‘officers’, who are ‘in attendance’ only.

DS said that both functional and representative roles need a clear mandate, and that the board needs a stronger voluntary sector presence. MB will provide Terms of Reference.

· Action – LC to invite MB to subgroup on 14 June 2005.

7. Transport
LC asked members to read document circulated by email.

8. Any Other Business
· Action – Priorities for Housing issues are to be sent to Maria Burton with the next two weeks.

· Action – Jarrod Lange to distribute Supporting People Strategy document section on disabilities.

Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Lambeth Disabilities Partnership Board will be 2 - 5pm on Tuesday 12 July 2005 at 336 Brixton Road, following the stakeholder event.

