
Unemployment in Lambeth 2004-5

Tuesday, 05 July 2005

This reports Lambeth's monthly unemployment rates between April 2004 and March 2005.  These are calculated by GLA from Office for National Statistics (ONS) claimant counts. The claimant count is a measure of the number of people claiming unemployment related benefits – currently Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA) and National Insurance (NI) credits. The Unemployment Rate is the claimant count expressed as a percentage of the resident workforce. 

	· Lambeth's resident workforce is 144,617. Between April 2004 and March 2003, Lambeth's unemployment rate varied between 6.4% and 6.8% of the working age population, consistently around 0.5% higher than the inner London rate, 2% higher than the Greater London rate. The absolute numbers of claimants in Lambeth varied between 9,360 and 9,820. 

· Lambeth had the highest number of claimants of any borough in each month. In Inner London, Hackney, Islington, Southwark and Tower Hamlets had a higher unemployment rate than Lambeth for all months. In Outer London Haringey and Newham had a higher rate than Lambeth for all months.
· Male unemployment rates in Lambeth varied between 8.5% and 9.0% of working age men, Female unemployment varied between 3.9% and 4.2% of working age women. 

· Lambeth's unemployment rate of 16-24 year olds varied between 11.9% and 15.6%, generally slightly lower than the Inner London rate which varied between 12.5%  and 13.5%, although higher in the final quarter of 04-05. 
· Lambeth's unemployment rate of 25-44 year olds varied between 5.2% and 5.5%, higher than the rate for Inner London, which varied between 4.7% and 5.2%. 

· Lambeth's unemployment rate of 45 to retirement age varied between 6.9% and 7.5%, Higher than the inner London rate which varied between 5.6% and 5.9%. 
· The proportion of Lambeth claimants who were unemployed less than 6 months varied between 56% and 58%, similar to the inner London rate, which varied between 55% and 58%. 
· Similarly, the proportion of Lambeth claimants who were unemployed more than 12 months varied between 21% and 22%, slightly lower than the inner London rate, which varied between 22% and 23%. 
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Claimant Count : Strengths and Limitations

The claimant count is a measure of the number of people claiming unemployment-related benefits - currently Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) and National Insurance (NI) credits. The claimant count was never designed to measure unemployment, as it is simply a by-product of the benefits administration system. For this reason, the claimant count is a very narrow measure as it only measures those people who are unemployment and claiming benefits. To be eligible a person must satisfy a wide range of conditions

· be out of work or working on average for less than 16 hours a week.

· be available for work

· be actively seeking work

· enter into a Job Seekers Agreement with jobcentre plus

· be capable of work

· not be in relevant education

· be under pensionable age and be resident in Great Britain

The main limitation of the claimant count is that it is a narrow measure of unemployment with especially poor coverage of unemployed women and young people. It is also highly sensitive to changes in benefit regulation. For example, there has been an increase in recent years of people on Incapacity Benefit, which is not included in the headline rate of unemployment. The strengths of the claimant count are as follows: While the count has partial coverage of unemployed people, it is a very precise measure of a sub-set of unemployed people (i.e. claimants), as it is based on administrative counts. Furthermore, as it mainly covers those unemployed people who rely on means tested benefits, it is a useful indicator of poverty. Secondly, the claimant count is the only indicator of unemployment that is available on a monthly basis down to ward level. No other data source can match this. 

The other main sources of data about unemployment are the Labour Force Survey, and the Census. Both of these have data by ethnic classification, and by disability/ health and qualification. However, the sample of the LFS is too small to be of high quality at borough level. The definition of unemployment available in Census data is an approximation of the International Labour Organisation (ILO) definition, and is only available every ten years. 

	For a full and detailed guide to these data sources and of measurement issues, see "Measuring Unemployment: A guide to different sources of data on unemployment", by Lorna Spence, published by GLA Data Management and Analysis Group. (DMAG Briefing 2004/9 ISSN 1479-7879). Contact jackie.maguire@london.gov.uk or 020 7983 4655.
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Lambeth's unemployment rate varied between 6.4% and 6.8% of the working age population, consistently around 0.5% higher than the inner London rate, 2% higher than the Greater London rate. The absolute numbers of claimants in Lambeth varied between 9,360 and 9,820. The resident workforce was 144,617. 

Lambeth resident workforce

	
	16-59/64
	16-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-59/64

	Persons
	144,617
	15,294
	59,617
	40,360
	21,143
	8,203

	Males
	80,677 *
	7,753
	33,177
	23,319
	11,224
	5,203 *

	Females
	63,940 **
	7,541
	26,440
	17,041
	9,919
	2,999 **


* upper age limit 64

** upper age limit 59
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Lambeth had the highest number of claimants of any borough in each month, with Southwark second highest each month. In Inner London, Hackney, Islington, Southwark and Tower Hamlets had a higher unemployment rate than Lambeth for all months (except Feb 05 and March 05, where Islington was lower). In Outer London Haringey and Newham had a higher rate than Lambeth for all months.

No of Claimants

	Borough
	Apr 04
	May 04
	Jun 04
	Jul 04
	Aug 04
	Sept  04
	Oct 04
	Nov 04
	Dec 04
	Jan 05
	Feb 05
	Mar 05

	1st Lambeth
	9,830
	9,748
	9,535
	9,515
	9,575
	9,545
	9,435
	9,360
	9,445
	9,655
	9,750
	9,820

	2nd Southwark
	9,434
	9,270
	9,125
	9,170
	9,090
	9,145
	8,970
	8,990
	8,975
	8,965
	9,015
	9,030
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· Male unemployment rates vary between 8.5% and 9.0% of working age men, between 6,780 and 7,138 male claimants. There was a slight dip in the winter months. 

· Female unemployment varied between 3.9% and 4.2% of working age women, between 2,595 and 2,680 female claimants. There was a slight dip in November and December. 
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The unemployment rate of 16-24 year olds varied between 11.9% and 15.6%, generally slightly lower than the Inner London rate which varied between 12.5% and 13.5%, although higher in the final quarter of 04-05. 
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The unemployment rate of 25-44 year olds varied between 5.2% and 5.5%, higher than the rate for Inner London, which varied between 4.7% and 5.2%. 

Lambeth's unemployment rate of 45 to retirement age varied between 6.9% and 7.5%, higher than the inner London rate which varied between 5.6% and 5.9%. [image: image6.wmf]Claimant Count rates by age Lambeth 2004-05: 45 to retirement age
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The proportion of Lambeth claimants who were unemployed less than 6 months varied between 56% and 58%, similar to the inner London rate, which varied between 55% and 58%. 

Similarly, the proportion of Lambeth claimants who were unemployed more than 12 months varied between 21% and 22%, slightly lower than the inner London rate, which varied between 22% and 23%. 

	Resident Labour Force
	All
	All
	All
	All
	All
	All
	M
	M
	M
	M
	M
	M
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F

	
	16-59/64
	16-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-59/64
	16-64
	16-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	16-59
	16-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-59

	City of London
	4,820
	406
	1,663
	1,213
	923
	615
	2,853
	205
	915
	713
	575
	445
	1,967
	201
	748
	500
	349
	169

	Barking and Dagenham
	71,806
	11,664
	18,671
	20,619
	14,086
	6,767
	40,773
	6,442
	10,615
	11,509
	7,715
	4,494
	31,033
	5,223
	8,056
	9,110
	6,371
	2,274

	Barnet
	152,089
	16,564
	45,827
	41,846
	31,493
	16,359
	84,881
	8,455
	25,262
	23,771
	16,750
	10,642
	67,208
	8,109
	20,564
	18,075
	14,744
	5,716

	Bexley
	104,212
	15,291
	24,003
	28,791
	23,600
	12,527
	57,780
	8,325
	13,199
	15,708
	12,421
	8,127
	46,432
	6,965
	10,804
	13,083
	11,179
	4,400

	Brent
	125,008
	13,956
	40,675
	35,887
	24,012
	10,479
	70,785
	7,564
	23,238
	20,313
	12,702
	6,968
	54,223
	6,392
	17,436
	15,574
	11,310
	3,511

	Bromley
	141,737
	17,445
	34,498
	40,471
	31,583
	17,740
	78,088
	9,314
	18,555
	22,083
	16,702
	11,433
	63,649
	8,131
	15,943
	18,388
	14,881
	6,307

	Camden
	102,462
	11,508
	39,850
	26,621
	16,137
	8,346
	56,603
	5,573
	21,952
	15,215
	8,548
	5,314
	45,860
	5,935
	17,898
	11,406
	7,589
	3,031

	Croydon
	165,042
	21,667
	43,030
	47,470
	35,424
	17,450
	90,911
	11,718
	23,752
	25,378
	18,746
	11,316
	74,132
	9,949
	19,278
	22,092
	16,678
	6,134

	Ealing
	149,232
	17,084
	48,635
	42,343
	28,782
	12,388
	84,456
	9,150
	27,519
	24,438
	15,266
	8,082
	64,776
	7,934
	21,115
	17,905
	13,515
	4,306

	Enfield
	127,031
	15,367
	33,681
	37,792
	27,162
	13,028
	71,948
	8,419
	19,109
	21,216
	14,608
	8,597
	55,083
	6,948
	14,572
	16,577
	12,555
	4,431

	Greenwich
	104,207
	13,817
	31,141
	30,038
	19,787
	9,424
	58,291
	7,596
	17,385
	16,832
	10,322
	6,156
	45,916
	6,221
	13,756
	13,206
	9,465
	3,268

	Hackney
	89,341
	10,218
	31,613
	26,914
	14,991
	5,605
	48,987
	5,282
	16,914
	14,953
	8,303
	3,535
	40,354
	4,936
	14,699
	11,961
	6,688
	2,070

	Hammersmith and Fulham
	90,687
	10,706
	37,930
	22,695
	13,188
	6,167
	49,333
	5,049
	20,362
	13,088
	6,875
	3,958
	41,354
	5,657
	17,569
	9,607
	6,313
	2,209

	Haringey
	106,520
	12,292
	37,783
	30,710
	17,866
	7,869
	59,921
	6,751
	21,309
	17,524
	9,263
	5,073
	46,599
	5,541
	16,474
	13,185
	8,603
	2,796

	Harrow 
	99,571
	11,382
	27,391
	27,540
	22,219
	11,038
	55,690
	6,022
	15,430
	15,206
	11,820
	7,211
	43,881
	5,360
	11,960
	12,333
	10,399
	3,827

	Havering
	105,229
	16,047
	23,232
	27,738
	24,617
	13,594
	58,862
	8,753
	13,041
	15,054
	13,121
	8,893
	46,367
	7,294
	10,192
	12,683
	11,496
	4,702

	Hillingdon
	119,577
	16,835
	30,925
	33,953
	25,164
	12,699
	66,722
	9,267
	16,860
	18,602
	13,643
	8,350
	52,854
	7,567
	14,065
	15,351
	11,522
	4,349

	Hounslow
	106,081
	13,509
	32,596
	29,851
	20,579
	9,546
	60,262
	7,537
	18,421
	17,156
	10,877
	6,271
	45,819
	5,972
	14,175
	12,695
	9,702
	3,275

	Islington
	89,195
	10,399
	34,740
	24,830
	13,247
	5,978
	48,740
	5,336
	18,514
	14,080
	6,977
	3,833
	40,455
	5,064
	16,227
	10,750
	6,270
	2,145

	Kensington and Chelsea
	85,699
	9,061
	30,304
	23,013
	14,938
	8,384
	48,340
	4,247
	16,404
	13,800
	8,334
	5,555
	37,359
	4,814
	13,900
	9,213
	6,604
	2,828

	Kingston upon Thames
	76,169
	9,057
	22,724
	20,763
	15,519
	8,106
	42,727
	4,643
	12,865
	11,837
	8,230
	5,152
	33,442
	4,414
	9,859
	8,926
	7,288
	2,954

	Lambeth
	144,617
	15,294
	59,617
	40,360
	21,143
	8,203
	80,677
	7,753
	33,177
	23,319
	11,224
	5,203
	63,940
	7,541
	26,440
	17,041
	9,919
	2,999

	Lewisham
	122,739
	14,785
	38,554
	37,599
	22,592
	9,209
	67,778
	8,077
	21,215
	20,891
	11,738
	5,858
	54,961
	6,709
	17,340
	16,707
	10,854
	3,351

	Merton
	98,225
	10,482
	32,002
	28,124
	18,575
	9,042
	54,834
	5,602
	17,808
	15,968
	9,652
	5,803
	43,391
	4,880
	14,194
	12,156
	8,923
	3,238

	Newham
	100,606
	15,432
	33,507
	27,756
	17,513
	6,398
	60,078
	8,621
	20,378
	16,880
	9,950
	4,249
	40,528
	6,811
	13,129
	10,875
	7,563
	2,150

	Redbridge
	112,529
	13,365
	31,315
	30,950
	24,747
	12,152
	64,461
	7,183
	18,138
	17,499
	13,478
	8,164
	48,068
	6,182
	13,177
	13,451
	11,269
	3,989

	Richmond upon Thames
	92,347
	9,460
	26,577
	26,776
	19,381
	10,154
	51,459
	4,787
	14,501
	15,311
	10,360
	6,500
	40,888
	4,673
	12,075
	11,465
	9,021
	3,654

	Southwark
	122,236
	12,429
	43,413
	36,891
	21,154
	8,348
	68,747
	6,366
	24,638
	20,997
	11,345
	5,401
	53,488
	6,063
	18,775
	15,894
	9,809
	2,948

	Sutton
	89,950
	11,753
	23,250
	25,585
	19,269
	10,094
	49,799
	6,404
	12,792
	13,941
	10,187
	6,475
	40,151
	5,349
	10,458
	11,644
	9,081
	3,619

	Tower Hamlets
	91,585
	12,617
	41,051
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