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The looked after children’s education achievement update
Reminder…Lambeth Virtual School is the new incarnation of Lambeth Community College (LCC) or Looked After Children Education Achievement Team (LACEAT).

Please inform colleagues to be aware that the Lambeth Virtual School (LVS) is the service in Lambeth that is charged with ensuring that children looked after (CLA) by Lambeth achieve their potential.

Colleagues may be familiar with previous incarnations of the service, which was previously known as LACEAT and then LCC.  Given the confusion caused, we would like to take this opportunity to clarify that the term ‘virtual schools’ is a symbolic one.  It refers to looking at the CLA school age cohort as its pupils and tracks and monitors performance and provides support where appropriate.    
End of year reports
As we approach the end of the academic year, LVS are asking all school’s co-operation in ensuring that social workers are provided with copies of end of year reports.  The reports are useful in assisting colleagues, along with the PEP, to develop an education life-story for the young person.  Moreover, the attainment information they contain is useful in assisting Lambeth Virtual School identify support needs for the cohort. 

We thank you in advance for your co-operation with this request.  

Designated Teacher Conference
Following the success of our session with CLAMHS, LVS are joining forces with a company called Akamas to deliver a one-day conference on the topic of supporting CLA who have experienced trauma and loss.  The all-day event will act as a Designated Teachers Network and LVS are looking at ways of combining this with the statutory training for designated teachers.  Details for the session will be advertised shortly.

Tuition Update

The One-to-One Tuition Programme is a Government-funded initiative to help children gain more confidence and understanding in English and Maths. Designed for  pupils who would benefit the most, it complements classroom teaching by addressing barriers to learning that are personal and particular to each child. Key stages 2, 3 and selective 4 pupils will benefit from the programme.

The funding runs until July 2011 and under the current format, Children Looked After are considered a priority.  We are encouraging schools to identify and nominate their looked after children for this initiative.  The funding is allocated to Children & Young People’s Services. To find out more please contact Graham Jackson on gjackson@lambeth.gov.uk
 .
Letterbox Club
After our successful launch last year, The Letterbox Club initiative has returned.  The scheme focuses on improving the educational attainment for children in years 3 and 5 by providing them with a parcel of books, maths activities and educational materials to use at home with the support of their carers.   

Parcels will continue to be sent out during the summer holiday and until the scheme’s conclusion in October.  If you have any questions/queries regarding the project please contact Denise Downie-Campbell on ddownie-campbe@lambeth.gov.uk
Messages from Linda Adams
I would just like to thank all our key partners for your support of Lambeth Children Looked After over the past academic year. The improvements that we all seek can only come through continued partnership.  I look forward to working with you all in the new term to continue to build on the foundations that we have laid down this year.
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