
Unit 7B What does justice mean to Christians?

RE
Year 7

About the unit

In this unit pupils learn about significant figures in the Christian religion who taught about justice, including Jesus and St Paul. Using a variety of written and visual sources, they learn about ways in which key leaders make important contributions to the faith. The unit provides opportunities for pupils to examine and reflect on the issues of justice. They develop their understanding of Christian sacred text. Pupils evaluate the influence of leaders for Christians today, and consider questions about their own experience of influence, leadership and inspiration. Considering issues of justice for themselves can promote pupils’ spiritual and moral development. This unit’s structure could be applied to studies of other significant religious figures in any world religion.

This unit is expected to take approximately 7 hours.

Where the unit fits in

This unit can be taught in year 7. It builds on earlier studies of religious figures and of the Bible, from the key stage 2 scheme of work. The unit focuses on developing understanding of justice, in this case from leading figures in Christianity. The unit raises questions for pupils about justice, what matters most and what human qualities make a person a leader.

The unit prepares pupils for GCSE work in RE/RS by developing their understanding of the relationship between tradition, scripture and modern practice, ethics and beliefs.


Expectations

At the end of this unit

most pupils will: express clearly their responses to questions, eg religious experience, leading and following, working for justice; describe some Christian perspectives on issues of leadership and justice; identify the influence of religious belief upon a person’s life, express some of their own ideas about justice, and consider how these relate to significant Christian leaders; reflect on their own responses to the lives of Christian leaders

some pupils will not have made so much progress and will: recount some stories about Christian leaders; identify and consider some basic questions and ideas about who is a leader and what it means to be a follower; reflect on ways in which some people give their lives to work for justice

some pupils will have progressed further and will: explain how principal Christian beliefs and teachings are shown through the lives of key figures; describe some examples of Christians working for justice; explain the impact of Christian leaders on society in the past and today; explain how contemporary Christian leaders relate to values and visions found in biblical writing; describe their own understanding of some perspectives on issues of justice, in the light of their learning from Christianity 

Prior learning

It is helpful if pupils have:

•
been taught some biblical stories, including those about significant leaders

•
been taught about some of the ways in which religious people try to serve others, from varied sources including stories

•
thought about how choices in life may relate to beliefs about God and humanity

•
had opportunities to develop skills of empathy, reflection and application in RE

Language for learning

Through the activities in this unit pupils will be able to understand, use and spell correctly words relating to:

•
the Christian biblical narrative and to contemporary leaders today, eg apostle, mission, vision, inspiration, motivation, disciple, follower, justice, vocation

Speaking and listening – through the activities pupils could:

•
organise, sequence and link what they say so listeners can follow it

Reading  – through the activities pupils could:

•
use skimming, scanning, highlighting and note making as appropriate to different texts

Writing – through the activities pupils could:

•
plan and develop ideas and lines of thinking on continuous text

•
use punctuation correctly to mark sentences and clarify meaning

Resources

As well as a range of textbooks and published resources, this unit will be enhanced by the use of original materials from biblical and contemporary Christian and other sources, including:

•
contemporary accounts of leaders in a variety of Christian communities, including video and other visual sources, and inspirational text, eg ‘The words of Martin Luther King’ or ‘Mother Teresa: her life and her work’  (reference to other Christian leaders is also appropriate)

•
source material from the Christian community that allows reflection on the concepts of leadership and justice, eg from agencies tackling poverty, such as Christian Aid or the Cyrenians

•
resources from a range of media, eg visual, musical, video and poetic resources, which exemplify ideals such as justice, in the Christian faith

•
websites, to use a Bible search facility, eg www.re-xs.ucsm.ac.uk


Out-of-school learning

Pupils could:

•
investigate further Christian organisations that work for justice in the world, eg CAFOD

•
talk to Christians who work for justice in the world, at first hand, via the internet

Future learning

Pupils could go on to:

•
develop further the focus on analysis of factors and concepts, eg How did the time when people lived affect their attitudes to justice, such as people’s attitudes to slavery?

•
provide more challenging examples to illustrate the core concept of justice, drawing attention to the contested nature of the concept

•
use more and more challenging biblical texts, and explore in greater depth the variety of interpretations offered by them

•
analyse the effectiveness of leadership with reference to other criteria, eg Was Martin Luther King’s pacifism successful in securing justice?

	 What did Jesus teach on justice?

	•
about Jesus’ teachings on justice

•
about the Christian belief that justice is important to God
	•
Ask pupils to define ‘justice’ in pairs, and talk about their own experience of justice. Share work with whole class.

•
Give groups of pupils accounts of one or two particular incidents,
eg Zacchaeus, when Jesus talked about justice. The groups read the text. They quickly identify:

–
what was unjust about things before Jesus intervened

–
what Jesus’ intervention was

–
how the intervention showed the person justice

–
what kinds of writing they could use to explore how that person felt about the experience

•
They could write out their findings, eg using a flip-chart sheet.

•
Groups report back to the whole class through representatives or re-form into mixed groups to feed back their responses. Summarise some key points and list the kinds of writing alternatives suggested. Ask the pupils to choose one of the incidents and one of the writing alternatives, eg straightforward third-person account, diary, poem, TV news interview, and explore the incident and the impact on the individual to whom justice was shown by Jesus.
	•
define justice and reflect on and discuss their own experiences of justice

•
identify main points in an account of a story and how these demonstrate the idea of justice

•
produce a continuous account that develops and demonstrates the concept of justice and its effects on people
	•
Language for learning: in reporting back to groups or a whole class, pupils will need to organise, sequence and link what they say so listeners can follow it.

•
Language for learning: differentiated groups allow the teacher to use a range of accounts appropriate to a range of reading skills.

•
Some pupils may be helped to write effectively by discussing questions asked by a friend and then setting out each question and its answer.

•
Language for learning: pupils should be reminded of the importance of effective punctuation in structuring their writing for the reader, and of correct spelling and that marking of written work will pay close attention to punctuation and spelling. They will also be helped by guidance on different conventions for different types of writing.

	 What do Christians today learn about justice from St Paul?

	•
about the life and teaching of St Paul from the New Testament

•
about some of St Paul’s teachings on topics associated with values and justice

•
that there are links between the teachings of Jesus and Paul about justice

•
that Christians today are influenced by the teachings of Jesus and Paul
	•
Study some biblical stories about Paul’s life and work, eg Acts 1616–40, and consider questions about their meaning and interpretation.

•
Give pupils some key quotations from St Paul‘s writings on topics of values and justice, eg Galatians 328, 522; I Corinthians 13; Romans 838–39, 1217–21. In pairs they discuss their possible meaning for Christians today. Ask each pair to report back and discuss as a whole class.

•
Ask pupils to identify connections between the teachings of Paul and Jesus on justice. Complete a sentence on justice, eg Justice to a Christian means… .

•
As an extension or homework activity ask pupils to research the place of
St Paul’s writing in Christian communities today, eg by asking Christians to choose some favourite verses, by looking at how Paul’s Letters are used in Christian youth magazines or at examples of injustice and what Paul might say about them.
	•
explain in writing some of
St Paul’s teachings about justice

•
describe different interpretations of justice

•
make connections between the teachings of Paul and Jesus and the way Christians today think about justice

•
identify aspects of justice

•
describe the impact on a person of the justice shown by Jesus
	•
Pupils might use quotations from
St Paul as a basis for reflection to clarify their own values and attitudes, providing an opportunity for spiritual and moral development.

•
ICT: there are a number of ICT resources that include search facilities on biblical text, which teachers might adapt for this unit.

	 How do Christian leaders show justice today?

	•
about two Christian leaders from the contemporary world who have worked for justice, eg Martin Luther King, Mother Teresa of Calcutta (see ‘Points to note’ for further examples)
	•
Use a range of books, articles and internet sites to research the lives of two (or more) contemporary or recent Christian leaders which exemplify a search for justice. Make group presentations to the class under given headings, eg brief biography; two examples of justice shown in their lives.

•
Explore and raise questions about and reflect on the way these figures use the Christian scriptures, thinking about how they are similar to and different from St Paul, or Jesus himself. Ask the pupils to write a news report, magazine feature or an obituary to describe the achievements and virtues of a leader.

•
Apply pupils’ understanding of the leaders they study to local situations, asking, eg What would Mother Teresa like and dislike about the way people in trouble are treated in our town? Groups could be set a number of such application questions and plan their answers in order to present a response to the whole class, giving reasons for their views.
	•
identify some of the ways in which the lives of leaders studied show their belief in justice

•
identify and explain some of the important qualities and values these leaders exemplified

•
apply their understanding of Christian justice to contemporary situations
	•
Language for learning: pupils may need reminding of reading techniques to help their research, eg skimming, highlighting, note making.

•
This unit will take a number of lessons to develop. The choice of contemporary Christian leaders could include other members of the global Christian community. Desmond Tutu of South Africa, Fr Aristide of Haiti or Jackie Pullinger of Hong Kong would be suitable subjects for this study.

•
The approach of the unit could be adapted to teach about significant figures from another world religion,
eg the Dalai Lama, Malcolm X or Mahatma Gandhi, whose lives are subjects of biographical films, television programmes and news stories. 

•
ICT: word processing can enhance this work, allowing pupils to work cooperatively, and to use their desktop-publishing skills.

	 Why do some people give their lives for others?

	•
about some of the ways in which the values of justice and fairness are expressed in Christianity, and in their own experience
	•
Collect opinions and discussion points about the leaders pupils have studied and ask them to consider whether these viewpoints clarify their own values. Can they suggest reasons why some people reject selfishness and live or die for others?

•
Ask pupils to consider what may be learnt from examples of leaders who mean a lot to them, and to examine what human qualities they value or find inspirational, eg by moving from considering the qualities needed for sporting success, to the qualities exemplified by spiritual leaders.

•
Plan or prepare a song, poem, poster, banner or stained glass window on the theme of justice, to express pupils’ own sense of justice and fairness. Pupils can discuss how the variety of their images and expressions shows links and contrasts.

•
An alternative task could be to design a memorial for the birthplace of
St Paul, or one of the contemporary leaders studied, expressing their achievement or values, written from different perspectives, eg Christians, non-Christians, a friend, a member of their family.
	•
explain what motivated the leaders they have studied

•
identify the qualities of inspirational people

•
express in a piece of creative work their own sense of justice and fairness

•
evaluate the achievements of an inspirational person, from the perspectives of a range of people
	•
Language for learning: this part of the unit places pupils’ discussion, speaking and listening skills to the fore and provides opportunities for them to organise, sequence and link what they say so listeners can follow it.

•
Give pupils choice about the extent of their personal involvement in reflective and expressive activities. 

•
Preparation could include looking at church wall-paintings or windows that tell stories, trade union banners, protest songs from South Africa against apartheid, pressure group advertisements.

	 What does justice mean to Christians in practice?

	•
about some of the ways in which Christians use the example and writings of
St Paul and other Christian leaders today, particularly for inspiration and challenge
	•
Listen to some examples of the music Christians use to express ideas about justice, and ask pupils to consider their own responses, eg songs from the civil rights movement, or from the work of the Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta.

•
Pupils could examine the Christian communities in their own locality to see if and how they pursue a vision of justice. They could study a Christian organisation today that pursues justice, eg Christian Aid, CAFOD.

•
Pupils could explain their own reasoned responses to questions such as What are the greatest injustices in the world today? How can individuals work for a fairer world? Can we make a difference?

•
Ask them to identify some of the reasons why justice is so hard to achieve in situations of conflict.

•
Analyse some of the ways that people find inspiration or challenge from leaders; discuss some of the injustices that challenge the human community today, noting Christian responses, eg global poverty and inequality, gender issues, homelessness. In a group, work on a 10-point plan for a fairer world in this millennium.

•
In a final homework task pupils could use their knowledge to suggest what the Christians they have studied, eg St Paul or Martin Luther King, would say to their school assembly or school community about injustices today.
	•
explain some of the ideas about the concepts of justice and love in a variety of ways, including speaking and writing

•
reflect on the concept of justice and analyse injustices that challenge the human community today

•
evaluate ways in which religion seeks to alleviate injustice in the world
	•
Citizenship: there are many natural links between this unit and the development of citizenship, eg What type of society do we live in? Is it a just society or not?

•
When pupils are asked to express their own ideas, it is good practice to rely not only on written language for responses, but also on art, poetry, music, conversation or other ways of expressing meaning.

•
Language for learning: where key terms are introduced, teachers should ensure that spellings are learnt thoroughly and that common errors and confusions are avoided,
eg similar form, but difference in pronunciation and one/two ‘s’ in ‘vision’, ‘mission’. Use of class dictionaries or glossaries and pupil workbooks is helpful, as well as classroom displays.
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