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Since the last newsletter there has been a great deal of activity in Lambeth CYPS to support the education achievement of looked after children. In order to capture all these, this issue has been extended from its usual one page to two pages.  
LAC Awards Ceremony 2007– Thank you

The LACEA team would like to thank all schools who supported the Lambeth Corporate Parenting Team in furnishing this year’s ‘Reach for the Stars’ Award Ceremony for looked after children; held at the Hayward Gallery on 10th February.  The children were very excited and proud to see their school work on display for the guests to see. 220 looked after children from Lambeth Council received trophies and certificates for their hard work, academic achievement and excellent progress.

 

The achievements of young people were celebrated in style, with special guest presenters including: the Executive Director of CYPS Phyllis Dunipace, Lead member for CYPS Cllr Sally Prentice, Divisional Director for Social Care Yashi Shah, X-Factor winner Leona Lewis, Winner of TV’s The Apprentice Michelle Dewberry, UK award winning singers Heather Small and Omar and actress Ellen Thomas from the Channel 4 sitcom ‘Teachers’.

A looked after child aged under 11 wrote, “the most special part of the day was receiving my award and certificate because I felt special and glad.”

For care leaver Lara “it is important that we celebrate all of the achievements of young people in care, including those efforts that are ‘outside of the box’.  It is very important to see stars like Leona and Omar at these events as it shows that we are important and we get to meet the people that we aspire to become like.”

Social Inclusion Conference – LACEAT workshop

LACEAT successfully facilitated two workshops at the recent Lambeth Social Inclusion Conference on February 6th 2007. The workshop, developed and run in collaboration with colleagues from Fenstanton and Kingswood primary school, gave delegates insight into the practice of using school support staff to assist the role of the designated teacher for looked after children.  Both workshops were supported by Mellina Williamson-Taylor (Teaching Assistant Co-ordinator) and Sonia Townsend (Learning Mentor Co-ordinator), who leant their support to the initiative.

Training Update – PEPs, Foster carers

The last of the PEP training sessions of this current financial year for schools and social workers was held on the 8th March. The team are planning to run more sessions later on in 2007 and will also be developing some specific sessions for children with disabilities.   
In addition to this, the LACEA Team have been developing and providing training for foster carers to improve their understanding of education and to assist their support to children.
Following the successful collaboration with colleagues from Croydon in delivering training on supporting homework and revision, LACEAT have worked with teaching and learning consultants from Lambeth’s School Standards Team to deliver a training session to foster carers entitled ‘Supporting Your Child with Maths and English’.  
This session aimed to assist carers help children to develop numeracy and literacy skills at home and included a focus on children with English as an additional language. 


Training Update – social workers
LACEAT are continuing their theme of partnership working in training development. We have been working with the standards team to deliver training to social workers on education and outlining the important role that education plays in improving the life chances of this vulnerable group.     This will be a morning session held on 8th June 2007. Social workers should contact Paul Morris on 64800 or email pgmorris@lambeth.gov.uk to book a place on this session.
1st Designated Teachers’ Network Meeting

As part of the LACEA team’s ongoing work to support and develop the role of the designated teacher for LAC, the first network meeting for Lambeth schools’ designated teachers (DTs) was held on 14th March at Lambeth Town Hall.

This network has been established in response to requests for a regular forum to discuss practice, developments in national and local agendas and to improve communication and working relationships with social care teams. 

The meeting featured presentations from Cassandra Michael, Assistant Director, Social Care and Dr Claire Groark form CLA Mental Health Service. 

Following on from the Social Inclusion Conference workshops, Paula Hillman, DT from Fenstanton primary school highlighted practice in the school that enables her to be supported in her role by other school support staff. This will form part of a new project being developed by the LACEAT with volunteer schools.
Delegates from 21 Lambeth schools attended and the feedback from the event was extremely positive.  Thanks to those teachers who volunteered to be involved in the Network core group, the Corporate Parenting Board and aforementioned DT support project. 
The LACEA team will be meeting with the network core group towards the end of the academic year to discuss the agenda and timings of the next meeting. 
The first meeting for the DT support project group will be held in room 3&4 International House on 13th June from 2:00 - 4:00pm.  For more information on the support project please contact: 
Louiza Charalambous on 020 7926 9767.      

Electronic Personal Education Plan (PEP)

Key officers in the CYPS have been working to ensure that the PEP is embedded onto the Frameworki document management system. This will improve how  the department monitors and reports on key areas of education achievement.

We are now in the final testing phase for implementing the electronic PEP and intend to have this operational by no later than the end of April 2007.  Catherine Archer, Systems Trainer for the Performance and Information team will be attending all Social Care Team meetings to discuss any training needs that social workers may have and to ensure that staff understand the work flow and what is expected of them.  Clear procedures and flow chart will be available for staff.  Once the electronic PEP is implemented all new PEPs will be completed electronically.
Watch this space! – Issue 15 will feature updates on
· New procedure for monitoring the school attendance of Lambeth looked after pupils 

· DfES funding for LACEA team project

· Developments in PEP training 

· Update on meetings with residential care home providers

If you have any questions about this newsletter of would like further information please the LACEA team on 020 7926 9767/9958/9252.
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