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Council gets tough
on crime in Clapham 
and Stockwell

Remember this? It was all the fun of the Fayre
at the Eden Community Garden during the
seven-day Clapham Festival. 
Even André Agassi made a personal
appearance at the Nike tennis session!

£100,000 area
improvement package
agreed

A new plan to make Clapham and Stockwell safer for
living, working and visiting has been agreed by the
council, in partnership with the police.
The plan will run until 2005 and will be
delivered by the police and the council through
the Clapham and Stockwell town centre office.

The Clapham and Stockwell Community Safety
Action Plan sets out three key priorities: 

• Reducing crime in known hot spots 

• Tackling drug-related criminal activities

• Support to increase provision for young people.

Says Clapham Police Inspector Gordon Owen:
"A partnership approach to crime reduction is the
way forward and it is one that my officers and I
are keen to adopt. We will continue to work hard
to ensure that it is a successful strategy." They
have already forged better and closer links with
many partner agencies and community groups
and Inspector Owen says he and his team are
looking forward to even greater consultation and
cooperation over the coming months.

The plan includes a number of key milestones
that it aims to achieve before March next year.
Some of these are:

• Engaging with young people, including those
most at risk of offending;

• Improving the quality of lighting on some of
the area’s streets and estates;

• Tackling anti-social behaviour on estates;

• Reducing anti-social behaviour linked to the
evening and night-time economy;

• Combating street robberies in hot spot areas. 

Chris Sipidias, interim town centre manager for
Clapham and Stockwell believes that local
people are the key to the plan’s success. She
says: "Local people really need to actively
participate in this plan and we will rely on them
as a ‘reality check’ to make sure that its
success is measured on their terms."

For more information on the Clapham and
Stockwell Community Safety Plan, please
call 020 7926 0765.

Clapham Sector Working Group is an
independent community organisation bringing
local people, neighbourhood watches and
tenants associations together with the police.
More details on 020 7622 8396.

Clapham Police Station is on 020 8649 2525.

Improvements are on the way right across the
area thanks to £100,000 approved by the
Clapham and Stockwell Area Committee for
environmental works. As well as improvements
to local estates and some tree planting, the
money is going towards local adventure
playground sites and other play areas.



The Clapham Park Project joined with local
churches and Lambeth Council for the ‘Great
Smiles’ Summer Festival in Agnes Riley
Gardens, SW2. The weekend extravaganza
took place on 30 and 31 August 2003 and was
a great success, with over 1,000 residents
turning out for the entertainment. There was
something for people of all ages, with live
entertainment and creative activities to reflect
this year’s theme - Imagine. 

Saturday’s line-up was chocka-block with
music and dance on the main stage. Activities
included Latin American Line Dancing,
‘Malecon Productions’ Cuban carnival, and a
fashion parade, showcasing costumes
designed by children in the fashion workshop
on the day. Around the park, visitors could

browse and buy at a whole host of information
and handicraft stalls. There was also a games
area, a giant inflatable football pitch, and
bouncy castles for younger children. For
bicycle riders Dr Bike was there to fix bikes and
offer advice to cyclists. 

Local churches took the centre stage on the
Sunday. Starting with a Picnic in the Park and
free BBQ, the day’s celebrations included more
singing, live interviews and performances.
There was a tent serving cream teas, a prayer
tent for quiet reflection, and a joint service in
the afternoon.

Children from Richard Atkins School had a happy
start to the new term when they received a gift
on their return - courtesy of the Clapham Park
New Deal community education zone.

Before school was out in July children were
asked to choose a book. On their return each
child received a new book bag, with the Richard
Atkins and Clapham Park logo on it, plus a leaflet
for parents about how to work with a child on
reading. 

“They were so thrilled,” said Headteacher
Barbara Hogan. “They could not believe they
were being given a new book. The children were
literally fighting over Captain Underpants!”

The community education zone will run from the

premises of the three main schools and nurseries
in and around Clapham Park, Richard Atkins
Primary, Glenbrook Junior, Glenbrook Infants,
Maytree Nursery and King’s Avenue Primary
School.

Lambeth’s latest adventure playground, which has
won the “Best New Adventure Playground in London”
accolade at the annual London Play awards. 
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A summer festival
full of smiles

New pedestrian crossings, wider pavements, better
lighting and extra trees will all be coming to
Wandsworth Road. The £1.4 million improvements
package follows detailed consultation with
residents, and covers the road from Fount Street to
Brayburne Avenue. It should be completed by June
next year.

A market operating on the forecourt of a disused
petrol station in Clapham High Street has been
shut down by the council. The closure came
because the market did not have planning
permission.

Street wardens operating in Clapham Park have a
new freephone contact number. Anyone wishing to
contact the warden service can now call free on
0800 328 8979.

Changes in the Town Centre office: Christine
Sipidias, formerly community development manager,
is Interim Town Centre Manager, replacing Charlotte
Evans who is currently based at the Town Hall as
interim Head of Community Planning until May
2004. Contact the office on 020 7926 0765.

Factsheets and newsletters explaining the options
for housing improvements in Clapham Park are now
available. Options for improvement have been
drawn up after consultation with more than 1,000
residents. More information from the Clapham Park
Project on 020 8678 5900.

Well done Slade Gardens!

in brief

Clapham Common voted
Best Venue 2003
Clapham Common has picked up a top award -
voted Best Venue in the Area 2003 in the local
awards organised by website myclapham.co.uk

Paul Bassi, Lambeth’s area parks officer,
collected the award from musician, DJ and TV
presenter Dane Bowers at the awards ceremony
held at Clapham restaurant The White House.

“We are working hard to look after and
improve all of Lambeth’s parks and green
spaces,” says local Councillor Darren Sanders.
“This award shows just how important they are
to local people.”

For more information about the awards, go to
www.myclapham.co.uk.

A new washer/scrubber/dryer machine has been
cleaning up the pavements in Clapham town
centre. Five circular scrubbing brushes attached to
the front of the machine are specially designed to
remove ingrained dirt. 

Councillor Darren Sanders tried out the new
machine along Clapham South Side.

“The machine obviously does a very thorough job,
and the newly cleaned pavements look terrific,”
says Councillor Sanders.

Clapham Common South
Side scrubs up nicely

Back to school with a book
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Clapham Common
• Ruth Ling (Lab)

020 7978 1644, rling@lambeth.gov.uk
Surgery: Second Saturday of the month, 10-11am,
Notre Dame Tenants’ Hall, Worsopp Drive, SW4.

• Angela Meader (Lib Dem)
020 7787 4265, ameader@lambeth.gov.uk

• Darren Sanders (Lib Dem)
020 8675 5328, ddsanders@lambeth.gov.uk 
Surgeries: First Saturday of the month, 10-11am,
Notre Dame Tenants’ Hall, Worsopp Drive, SW4;
second Saturday of the month, 10.30-11.30am,
Contact Centre, Hambalt Road, SW4; fourth
Saturday of the month, 10-11am, Oaklands Estate
Community Hall, Hawkesworth House (junction of
Abbeville, Cavendish and Trouville Roads), SW4.

Larkhall
• Joanna Clason (Lab)

020 7720 5694, jclason@lambeth.gov.uk
Surgery: Third Thursday of the month, 6-7pm,
North Clapham Neighbourhood Office, 20 Cottage
Grove, SW9.

• Kevin Craig (Lab)
020 7622 2067, kcraig@lambeth.gov.uk 
Surgery: First Saturday of the month, 10-11am,
Springfield Community Flat, 53-54 Brocket House,
Union Road, SW8.

• Gary Follis (Lab)
020 7720 5694, gfollis@lambeth.gov.uk
Surgery: Second Saturday of the month, 10-11am,
Springfield Community Flat, 53-54 Brocket House,
Union Road, SW8.

Clapham Town
• Bernard Gentry (Con)

020 7642 9078, bgentry@lambeth.gov.uk
Surgeries: Second Monday of the month, 7-8pm,
Tenants’ Association, Amersbury Tower, Westbury
Estate, Wandsworth Road, SW8; fourth Thursday
of the month, 6.45-7.45pm, Clapham library,
Clapham Common Northside, SW4.

• Jonathan Myerson (Lab)
020 7720 7047, jmyerson@lambeth.gov.uk

• Helen O’Malley (Lab)
020 7498 1371, homalley@lambeth.gov.uk
Surgeries: Every Saturday, 11am-12 noon, Clapham
Leisure Centre, Clapham Manor Street, SW4.

Thornton
• John Pindar (Lib Dem)

020 8671 5938, jpindar@lambeth.gov.uk

• Stephen Dering (Lib Dem)
020 7926 2028, sdering@lambeth.gov.uk
Surgeries: Second Wednesday of the month,
6.30-7.30pm, Henry Cavendish School,
Hydethorpe Road, SW12; third Thursday of the
month, 6.30-7.30pm, Community Advice Flat,
55 Plummer Road, Clapham Park Estate, SW4.

• Lib Peck (Lab)
020 8673 4697, lpeck@lambeth.gov.uk
Surgeries: First Thursday of the month, 6.30-7.30pm,
Community Advice Flat, 55 Plummer Road, Clapham
Park Estate, SW4; third Monday of the month, 7-8pm,
Henry Cavendish School, Hydethorpe Road, SW12
(infants entrance, opposite Pentney Road); first Friday
of the month, jointly with Keith Hill MP, 6-7.30pm, St
Stephen’s Church, Weir Road, SW12.

Stockwell
• Anthony Bottrall (Lib Dem)

020 7926 2269, abottrall@lambeth.gov.uk

• Marcus Mayers (Lib Dem)
020 7793 0766, mmayers@lambeth.gov.uk
Surgeries: Every Wednesday, 6.30-7.30pm,
Stockwell Community Resource Centre, 1 Studley
Road (behind Stockwell station), SW4; second and
fourth Saturdays of the month, Stockwell
Partnership Office, 157 South Lambeth Road, SW8.

• Peter Bowyer (Lab)
020 7642 5416, pbowyer@lambeth.gov.uk
Surgeries: First Saturday of the month, 11am-
12noon, Stockwell Partnership offices, 157 South
Lambeth Road, SW8; second Friday of the month, 
11am-12noon, Hemans Hall, Hemans Street, SW8;
third Saturday of the month, 11am-12noon, Stockwell
Community Resource Centre, 1 Studley Road, SW4
(behind Stockwell tube); fourth Saturday of the month
(to be confirmed), 11am-12noon (with Councillor Dan
Sabbagh, Labour Member for Vassall), St Michael’s
Church Hall, Stockwell Park Crescent, SW9.

Clapham and Stockwell Area
Committee - making decisions
locally
The area committee is made up of
the 15 local councillors
representing Clapham Common,
Clapham Town, Larkhall, Stockwell
and Thornton wards. It meets in
public, and gives you the chance
to question councillors and council
officers about local issues.

Forthcoming meetings:
• 9 October 2003, 7.30pm, 

St Mary’s Hall, 
St Alphonsus Road, SW4.

• 26 November, 7.30pm
• 21 January 2004
• 18 February

More details from the Town Centre
office on 020 7926 0765.

Contacting your local councillors

“Mediation helped my ex-partner
and me to communicate without
shouting all the time and I’m now
able to see my children without all
the drama.”

The Clapham Park Conflict
Resolution One Stop Shop
(ACROSS) is the first service of its
kind in this area, bringing together
a range of mediation services for
Clapham Park residents.

ACROSS will be able to offer
mediation locally to help resolve a
number of different problems.
These include conflicts with
neighbours, family members,
parents and children or young
people, with issues such as noise,
harassment, relationship
breakdown and problems in school. 

Lambeth Mediation Services is the
lead agency in a partnership with
African Caribbean Family Mediation
Service and the Youth Inclusion

Programme arm of the Youth
Offending Team.

Says project co-ordinator Julie
Reynolds: “This is an exciting new
project that will make mediation
more accessible for Clapham Park
residents. Although the mediators
have expertise in dealing with long
established conflicts, we also want
to become the first port of call when
a conflict starts, rather than a last
resort when things are getting out of
hand. We hope to make positive
futures with peaceful solutions.”

More information from Julie on 020
8678 5176 or 079 5847 5272.

focus on... ACROSS

Studio Voltaire presents:
2-25 October, 1pm-6pm,
Wednesday to Saturday. Whatever
the story - new work by Karine
Pradier exploring childhood. 

1a Nelson’s Row SW4.
020 7622 1294
www.studiovoltaire.org

Public Meetings
6 October, 7pm. Stockwell
Partnership public meeting -
Stockwell Community Resource
Centre, Studley Road, SW4. More
details on 020 7735 5051.

8 October, 7pm. Clapham &
Stockwell Youth and Play Forum -
Stockwell Partnership Offices. For
details contact Town Centre Office

9 October, 10.30am. Stockwell
Community Partners meeting -
Stockwell Resource Centre.

16 October. Leaseholders Council
- Town Hall

23 October, 7pm. Clapham
Community Partnership AGM - St.
Mary’s Hall, Clapham. Contact the
Town Centre Office on 020 7926
0765 for more details.

4 November, 7.30pm. Clapham
Park Partners in Action public
meeting - St Stephen’s Church,
Wier Road, SW12. Community
safety and the Lambeth plan.

Clapham and Stockwell has a new
councillor. Peter Bowyer (Labour)
was elected in a by-election in
Stockwell ward on 7 August. 
He replaces Councillor Gabriel
Fernandes (Lib Dem) who resigned
for personal reasons.




