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Foreword from Lambeth Council

The scientific consensus is clear; the effects of global heating are here, now, and are
being seen and felt in our communities in Lambeth and across London. As we look to deal

with the immediate issues affecting our residents, such as the increased frequen cy of
flooding or extreme heat events that smother our city, we also need to take bold and
urgent action to prepare our borough for a future in which climate -related shocks

become more prevalent and more pronounced.

Lambeth Council is already underway in planning for, and delivering on, net  -zero

emissions for our operations and estate by 2030. However, with emissions from the council

making up just a small portion of the boroughos
across the borough is essential to  achieve net zero. | was clear that we needed citizens to

come together on behalf of the whole borough, working with representatives of every

sector and every walk of life. Only a team effort will deliver the just, equitable transition to

a net -zero borough that we so desperately need.

Just as the council need to take radical action to cut emissions and adapt our borough

for the future, so do our big institutions such as our universities and hospitals, as well as
developers, our businesses large and small, community groups and residents of Lambeth in
general. It needs the input from all of us to shape how we respond to the climate crisis and
what should be our focuses whilst we try and play our part in stabilising our climate for

future generations.

Thatiswhy Lambeth Council funded a Citizensd Assemt
bring together a group of Lambeth residents broadly representative of our borough to

consider the issues and their solutions through a lens of fairness and equity, and to make

rec ommendations relevant for us all to deliver on.

I would like to thank the assembly members for their time and commitment, and the
thoughtfulness and depth with which they engaged in the Citizens Assembly over the six
weeks. The recommendations chart a wa y forward for our great borough not just to
deliver on net -zero emissions, but to do so in a way that is just and fair, reducing the
inherent inequities in our society at the same time. This is the Lambeth way, working
together to deliver on our commitment s to end the social, racial and climate injustices
that blight the lives of too many people.

Over the coming months, all parts of Lambeth will be coming together to develop the
boroughos climate action plan to take tdithesne r eco
and much more. We will do so in the knowledge that the actions that we take in the next

few years will shape the future of our borough for generations to come. We face a global

climate crisis and whilst time may not be on our side, our collective s trength and unity of
purpose are. We must act now and Lambet hds resi
peers as part of the Lambeth Citizensd Assembly
everyone in the borough the strongest mandate to do so.

ClIr Claire Hol land
Leader of Lambeth Council

CiAfTUE~C
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Executive summary

In January 2019, Lambeth Council declared a climate emergency and
committed to ensuringthe Council6s oper ations were carbor
2030. As well as being responsible for reducing its own carbon emission s the

Council recognised its role in bringing together residents, partners, businesses,

voluntary, community and faith groups to agree on how to reduce carbon

emissions across the borough. In February 2020, Lambeth Council appointed

Traverse todesignand runL a mb et h 6 s 6AGSerhbly zoa @limate Change

The aim ofthe Ci t i zAssemsbfy on Climate Change was to develop a set
of recommendations for the borough to reduce carbon emissions to net
zero.

Between May and July 2021, 47 Lambeth residents engaged inthe Assembly
through online workshops and activities.

Below are the headline recommendations developed by the  Assembly in
response to the question agreed by the Seering Group at the start of the
process:

We are faci ng a climate crisis: How can we work together in
Lambeth to address climate change and its causes fairly,
effectively and quickly?

The full recommendations are outlined in chapter 3.

Recommendations on how to minimise emissions from transport in the
boro ugh:

1. To reduce the number of journeys made using private vehicles,
Lambeth Council together with Transport for London should review
existing public transport routes in the borough to ensure greener
transport options are introduced effectively and quickly based on user
need.

2. Organisations across the borough should encourage and enable
cycling through development of better cycle routes and cycle
storage. Lambeth Council should play a coordinating role, working
with: neighbouring local authorities (to ensure continuity at
boundaries); local and national cycling organisations (for advice);TfL
(to support integration with the wider transport network); housing
providers and developers (to provide more convenient cycle storage)
and businesses, who should make it as easy as possible for their staff
and customers to cycle.

3. Businesses and other organisations i n the borough need to take full
responsibility to immediately start operating with green transport
methods when delivering their goods and services (including those
who are sub -contracted by, for example, the Council and other public
sector bodies).

Page 2 Open
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4.

Lambet h Council should work together with all other key transport
actors, and representatives of vulnerable groups, to ensure more
vulnerable groups can be supported when any changes to transport
in the borough are introduced.

Recommendations on how to minimis e emissions from the energy we use in
our domestic and commercial buildings in the borough:

1.

Developers, housing providers (the  Council and others) and energy
providers should be required to improve the energy efficiency of
homes in the borough.

Lambeth Council should set targets on energy -related emissions in the
borough which encourage residents, landlords, businesses and other
organis ations to improve their energy efficiency.

Energy providers should support and work collaboratively with
Lambeth Council on how best to increase awareness (and
understanding) amongst the borough's residents, businesses and other
organisations on how to s ave energy and make their homes and
commercial buildings more energy efficient.

Public sector organisations and big businesses should focus on
reducing emissions relating to energy use in their own buildings and
those companies to whom their services are 0 utsourced or
contracted.

Lambeth Council should coordinate a scheme to retrofit homes,
especially supporting people on lower incomes.

Recommendations on other actions outside the key themes of the Assembly :

1.

Lambeth Council should take the lead alongsi  de big businesses in
working with residents and organisations in the borough to minimise
waste and increase recycling.

Lambeth Council should collaborate with residents, businesses,
community groups and elected representatives to set up a system of
ongoin g monitoring, engagement and involvement in environmental
issues in Lambeth.

Green spaces should be created and reclaimed for communities to

use in promoting biodiversity and food growing. Lambeth Council will
need to coordinate this, working with community organisations,

community service, schools, corporate sponsors and residents.

Taxation measures should be ¢ onsider ed to encourage businesses in
the borough to operate in an environmentally friendly way.

Page 3
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1. Introduction

1.1. Background and context

In January 2019, Lambeth Council declared a climate emer gency and
committed to ensuring the  Council 6 sperations were carbon neutral by

2030. As well as being responsible for reducing  its own carbon emissions the
Council reco gnised itsrole in bringing together residents, partners, businesses,
voluntary, community a nd faith groups to agree on how to reduce carbon
emissions across the borough.

Reduc ing emissions across Lambeth will require dramatic changes in the
way s that homes, businesses and the public sector function . The Council and

its local partners have there fore sought to involve the wider public in helping
to think through what those changes should look and feel like . One aspect of
that engagement process has been the commissioning of a citizenso

assembly on the climate crisis.

In February 2020, Lambeth Council appointed Traverse to design and run
that Assembly . Traverse isa social research and engagement organisation

with experience of managing deliberative engagement processes including

on the topic of the climate crisis . The purpose of the Assembly was to bring
Lambeth residents together to  understand the issues think through their
implications in the borough and agree a set of recommendations which the
Council and its partners as well as residents, organisations, and businesses in
Lambeth cou Id take forward as a core part of their climate action response.

Originally conceived as a series of face -to-face workshop events, the
Assembly was postponed in light of the  Covid -19 pandemic and redesigned
a year later as an online process. This approach was agreed by the Steering
Group in January 2021 . Between February and May a n Expert Advisory Board
was established, a recruitment process initiated , a workshop structure

agreed and design of materials begun. The Assembly was convened online
between 25th May and 3% July 2021.
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