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Safer Lambeth Partnership Strategic Assessment of Crime and 
Disorder, 2020-21  
 
Executive Summary 
 
The Safer Lambeth Partnership will continue to develop three major long-term priorities, each of 
which have their own strategy: 
 
Violence Against Young People 
Although there was a reduction in incidents of Serious Youth Violence (SYV) from 2018 to 2019, the 
severity of the incidents has increased. The impact this has had on young people and young adults in 
the borough has led to the development of the Lambeth Made Safer for Young People strategy, 
which adopts a long-term, Public Health approach towards making the borough a safe place to live 
for children, teenagers and young adults.  

 
Shaped through continuous input from young people, youth workers and parents across the 
borough, the aims of the strategy will be developed and delivered through a series of workstreams 
and community engagement to ensure projects are effective and meet the outcomes for those most 
at need: 

o Intervene Early and Prevent - Lambeth will be the safest place in London for children, 
teenagers and young adults because communities and services work together to prevent 
youth violence by building on and developing the local awareness, capacity and 
resilience to do so.  

o Disrupt and Deter - Lambeth will be the safest place in London for children, teenagers 
and young adults because communities and services work together to deter young 
people and adults from perpetrating violence and disrupt individual and group activity 
associated with youth violence.  

o Educate and Train - Lambeth will be the safest place in London for young people 
because they will feel heard and empowered to make positive choices in their 
education, employment, training and relationships.  

o Respond and Support - Lambeth will be the safest place in London for children, young 
people and young adults because services and communities will work together to 
support those who may be affected by youth violence. 

o Engage and Involve - Lambeth will be the safest place in London for children, teenagers 
and young adults because children, young people and communities are actively and fully 
engaged in identifying and implementing solutions to address youth violence.  

o Safe Spaces - Lambeth will be the safest place in London for children, teenagers, and 
young adults because we work together to ensure our environment and our public 
spaces are safe and free of crime. 

 
Underpinning this is the recognition that racism, including “invisible” inequalities and institutional 
racism by organisations rather than individuals, is a fundamental cause of violence against young 
people and the conditions that lead to violence. Black African & Caribbean people make up 55% of 
SYV victims and 68% those accused of this crime-type and as such, the strategy will tackle racism and 
embed an anti-racist approach to transforming community safety in Lambeth. 

 
Counter Terrorism 
With the threat level form terrorism across the UK at SEVERE, the borough remains to be a Prevent 
Priority Area (Prevent being one strand of the government’s counter terrorism strategy, CONTEST). 

 
Prevent has three specific strategic objectives: 

o Tackle the causes of radicalisation and respond to the ideological challenge of terrorism   
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o Safeguard and support those most at risk of radicalisation through early intervention, 
identifying them and offering support 

o Enable those who have already engaged in terrorism to disengage and rehabilitate 
 
In order to achieve these objectives, the Lambeth Prevent Partnership has developed a Prevent 
Action Plan for the borough which has four targets for 2020-21: 

o Safeguard those at risk of being drawn into terrorism  
o Increase resilience to radicalisation in Lambeth’s young people; 
o Engage with communities to build their involvement with Prevent; and 
o Work in partnership to manage risk and share best practice. 

The Lambeth Prevent Action Plan is being delivered through: 
o Upskilling Lambeth’s staff, particularly those working with vulnerable residents  
o Listening to our communities through engagement opportunities and school-based 

awareness programmes  
o Effective partnership working with statutory partners, local providers and community 

groups  
 
The Protect sub-group continues to work collaboratively to colleagues to identify and better protect 
our vulnerable locations, including: 

o Protecting the public areas of the South Bank along our roads and major attractions 
o Working with TFL and Network Rail on improving pedestrian protection outside 

Waterloo Train Station 
o Reviewing other crowded places such as central Brixton where barriers have been 

placed around Windrush Square  
 
Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) 
The Lambeth Made Safer - Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG Strategy 2021 – 2027) 
identifies that domestic abuse, sexual violence, female genital mutilation/cutting, stalking and 
harassment as the most widespread forms of VAWG in Lambeth 

 
Recorded incidents of Domestic Abuse have increased the last four years and Lambeth has the 2nd 
highest rate of Rape and Other Sexual Offences in London. Lambeth currently has the 5th highest 
number of newly recorded Female Genital Mutilation cases while a third of the caseload at the Gaia 
Centre (commissioned by the Safer Communities VAWG Team to provide community-based support 
for victims/survivors of VAWG) involved supporting victims of Stalking and Harassment. 
 
However, there are issues that remain hidden and under-reported by victims and survivors meaning 
the true levels of VAWG in the borough are likely to be significantly higher than the data tells us.  
 
Myths about gender-based violence mean that many people may not recognise their experiences as 
abuse or feel able to seek help. While most victims and survivors of gender-based violence are 
women and, people of any gender can experience abuse and the consequences affect everyone.  
VAWG is the result of deep societal beliefs about gender roles, masculinity, and femininity, and the 
attitudes and structures that maintain these. These cause significant harm to women, but also hurt 
children, and create additional barriers and risks for male, trans, and non-binary victims and 
survivors.  
 
Lambeth Council and its partners will prioritise tackling those forms of abuse that are most prevalent 
in the borough, while also continuing to offer support and interventions to victims and survivors of 
all forms of gender-based violence and abuse. 
 
Having completed this Strategic Assessment of Crime and Disorder in Lambeth, five priorities have 
been identified for the 2020-21 Financial Year: 
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Drugs & Gangs  
There is a clear link between areas in the borough that experience high levels of violence and a high 
frequency of drug offences being recorded. 

 
Lambeth has the third highest number of gang-flagged crimes in London through 2019 and 2020. 
 
While not all drug offences are connected with gang-related activity, there is a strong correlation 
between drug activity hotspots and known gang territory in the borough, which in turn can lead to 
acts of violence as gangs claim their territory and subsequent drug market. 

 
Lambeth has the highest number of nominals on the gang’s matrix across London. Lambeth has 
historically been in the top 5 boroughs on the gang’s matrix but placing number one out of 33 
boroughs further reaffirms why tackling gangs in the borough is a priority. It should be noted that 
not all drug or violent offences are committed by gang members however it does have a 
contributing affect in making residents feel unsafe, in particular younger residents.  

 
The projects developed by all of the workstreams which are part of the Lambeth Made Safer for 
Young People programme each have the opportunity to make a change to this pattern. While the 
drug market needs to be disrupted and perpetrators need to be held to account, we need to 
remember that vulnerable young people and adults are caught up in this process who in turn require 
support. At the same time people in the borough need to believe there are genuine opportunities 
that exist which prevents them from wanting to be part of a gang and/or involved in dealing drugs. 

 
The impact of hard drugs on the community is still a priority for the borough and there are several 
programmes in place to address this issue, further demonstrating the significant impact substance 
misuse can have. As such, one of the aims of the Safer Lambeth Partnership is to reduce Substance 
Misuse in the borough.  

 
Violence Against the Person (VAP)  
Despite rates of VAP falling during the Covid-19 lockdown in the spring of 2020, incidents of VAP are 
continuing to increase. 

 
In addition to an increase in homicides over the 2017 to 2020 period, this is an issue for Lambeth 
that requires regular monitoring and consideration as to how the issue can be addressed, especially 
with regards to developing an understanding as to why the victims of VAP are predominantly male 
aged between 25-29.  

 
There is a link to the rate of recorded VAP incidents and gang activity in the borough with 73% of all 
gang flagged crimes on the Metropolitan Police database recorded as VAP. This needs to be 
considered when planning projects across the Lambeth Made Safer for Young People programme 
which may both prevent and deter incidents of VAP from taking place.   
 
 
Weapon Related Offences  
Lambeth has made great progress but comparatively to other London boroughs our progress on this 
has not been as fast, and weapon related violence is still a prominent issue for our young population 
as the borough Lambeth is ranked 1st for weapon related offence in particular knife possession and 
knife injury where the victim is aged 1-24. 

 
With Possession of a bladed article being the most common possession of weapon related offence, 
making up 60% of all weapon offences, programmes developed through the Lambeth Made Safer for 
Young People programme may want to consider initiatives that encourage young people not to carry 
knives. 
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Hate Crime 
Recorded incidents of Hate Crime in Lambeth are set to reach record highs in 2020, possibly fuelled 
by greater reporting, changing political climate and the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 
Prior to 2020, hate crime has consistently been on the rise in Lambeth annually. There was a 21% 
increase in hate crime offences from 2018 to 2019, and despite lockdown hate crime levels in 2020 
are on par with 2017. 
 
Racial incidents have formed the majority of hate crime offences for the last 4 years, making up 72% 
of all hate crime incidents. Homophobic hate crime is the second highest reported hate crime 
offences and has gradually increased at an average 8% each year. 

 
The majority of hate crime victims in Lambeth (30%) are from an Afro-Caribbean background and 
this has been predominantly recorded as racially motivated hate crime (29%). Afro-Caribbean also 
have the highest rate of repeat victimisation.  

 
With this in mind, it is imperative that the Council and its partners continue to adopt an anti-Racist 
approach to tackling these inequalities by working with members of the communities most affected 
by hate crime in the borough to develop and deliver initiatives that will address this issue. 

 
Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) 
There has been a significant increase in reported ASB since April 2020, to the extent that there has 
been as much recorded ASB in Lambeth since April 2020 as there was in each of the previous three 
financial years in their totality. This coincides directly with the COVID lockdown.   

 
However, it should be noted that lockdown-related offences were recorded as ASB, in turn 
contributing to the increase in reported incidents of ASB. 

 
Rowdy, Nuisance and Inconsiderate Behaviour is the main driver for this increase, with sub-
categories linked to street drinking and drug related activity also contributing. To contextualise this, 
these categories account for at least 90% of all reports of ASB in Lambeth in 2020/21. 
ASB category data supports the likelihood that the observable increase in UME’s and private parties 
in Lambeth, in direct contravention with the COVID guidelines, has contributed to the increase in 
ASB reporting. The UME problem profile has also identified that UME’s have increased threefold in 
2020. 

 
May – October records elevated levels of ASB and this effect is observable in the data every year 
since 2017, we should expect this to be the case in Lambeth and plan resources accordingly. 

 
Peak times for ASB reporting are between 17:00 to 00:00 on a Friday, and after 15:00 Saturday to 
03:00 Sunday. ASB resources should be structured accordingly. 

 
The 2020/21 ASB increases in Lambeth have taken affect across the whole of the borough. Despite 
this, there are acute and unusual hotspots present in Streatham and Stockwell presently. Across the 
three-year period (2017 to 2020), expected hotspot areas such as Brixton Town Centre, Clapham 
High Street, Vauxhall Night-Time Economy district, the South Bank, and Brockwell Park were 
prominent areas for ASB reports. 

 
 
The Strategic Assessment also identified that Consideration needs to be given to: 
 
Modern Slavery  
Improved recognition and increased reporting have resulted in a dramatic increase in incidents 
which needs to be acknowledged. However, there is a concern that despite this, incidents of Modern 
Slavery, including County Lines (involving both young people and adults alike) are still going un-
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noticed and as such awareness campaigns (especially around the role of the First Responder), the 
continuous improvement of reporting to the National Referral Mechanism and improved data 
collection across partnerships are priorities over the coming year. With these in place, Lambeth will 
have a greater understanding of the impact Modern Slavery is having on residents and local 
businesses and will be better placed to develop interventions to address this issue. 
 
County Lines are an on-going issue for young people and vulnerable adults in the borough, and work 
needs to continue with the Rescue and Response Team to ensure support is provided to those 
caught-up in the transportation and selling of drugs outside of the capital. 

 
There is an understanding that young people and vulnerable adults are also coerced into 
transporting and selling drugs across London’s borough boundaries. While we are aware that 
MOPAC are looking to invest in tackling this issue, partnership working should develop with 
colleagues in councils where we know existing ‘borough lines’ exist. 

 
The coercion of young people into transporting and selling drugs within the borough, across borough 
borders or through a County Line needs to be addressed in the Lambeth Made Safer for Young 
People strategy in terms of disruption and also support for those who have been criminally 
exploited. 

 

Other areas of crime and disorder also included in this Assessment: 
 
This assessment also reviews data relating to theft and burglary given the increase in these offences 
in the three years prior to the Covid-19 lockdown in March 2020. 
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Introduction 
 
The Strategic Assessment of Crime and Disorder in the borough is completed annually to understand 
the key community safety issues and patterns, while systematically pinpointing areas where the 
Safer Lambeth Partnership can make a distinct and significant contribution.  
 
The Safer Lambeth Partnership is the name given to the borough’s Community Safety Partnership 
that was established under the Crime and Disorder Act 1998. The statutory partners are the local 
authority, the police, the fire and rescue service, the Clinical Commissioning Group and the 
probation services.  There is a reciprocal duty to cooperate with the police and crime commissioner 
(MOPAC, in London) and to ensure there is community representation, the Partnership has co-opted 
additional members from the Independent Advisory Group (Police), Safer Neighbourhood Boards, 
Safer Neighbourhood Panel Chairs and the Business Crime Reduction Partnership. 
 
The role of the Safer Lambeth Partnership is to work collaboratively to protect the community from 
crime and to help people feel safer. To achieve this the Partnership assesses local crime priorities on 
an annual basis (the Strategic Assessment of Crime and Disorder) using data from a range of council 
departments and external partners to develop a greater understanding of crime, risk, vulnerability 
and victimisation across the borough. The information that is collated and analysed feeds into an 
annual Partnership Plan which identifies how a joined-up approach across the Partnership will lead 
to a greater impact on reducing crime in Lambeth.  
 
The information collated from this analysis also forms the basis of the borough’s three-year Crime 
Reduction Strategy, an overarching, longer-term, intelligence-led plan that commits Lambeth Council 
and the membership of the Safer Lambeth Partnership to clear objectives and outcomes, in addition 
to building the flexibility and agility needed to respond to local changes.  
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Total Notifiable Offences 
 
Total Notifiable Offences, or TNO, is a record of all offences over a period of time.  
 
London Context through 2019 up to June 2020 
The whole of London has experienced a sharp decline in overall offending due to COVID-19, with a 
43% decline in Total Notifiable Offences (TNO). This has impacted all offending categories: Serious 
Youth Violence (SYV) has declined by 51% across the capital alongside a 64% decline in personal 
theft offences and a further 45% decline in weapon related offences.  

 

 
Figure 1: Top Ten Offending London Boroughs for Total Notifiable Offences 
 
Despite the significant reduction in offending throughout London, Lambeth is still the one of the 
highest offending boroughs in London as it is ranked 4th of 33 boroughs for overall offending. 
Lambeth is also 4th highest offending for SYV offences (up to June 2020).  It should be noted that 
Lambeth is a high offending borough and significant improvements were made to reducing crime 
throughout 2019 as the result of increased partnership work and local projects. However, due to 
COVID-19 many of these special measures were not active resulting in Lambeth having the 4th 
highest overall rate of offending in London. 
 

 
Figure 2: Serious Youth Violence 2020 (up to June) 

Lambeth further records the highest offence rate for knife possession and injury where the victim is 
aged 1-24. 
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Crime and Disorder in Lambeth 2017-June 2020 
Lambeth Total Notifiable Offences (TNO) 
This section provides a brief overview of the scale, trends and nature of crime and anti-social 
behaviour in Lambeth. 

Figure 3: Lambeth TNO per 1000 
 

Total Notifiable Offences (TNO) for the borough from 2017 to 2019 has stayed consistent and has 
not exceeded the Lambeth average crime rate. On average, 88 offences were recorded per day in 
Lambeth throughout 2019, which is two more crimes everyday than in 2018. There is customarily an 
increase in offending from July-August; this coincides with the summer holiday period which often 
sees an increase in offending. 

 
Lambeth in previous reporting periods (2017-2019) has consistently placed in the top 10 offending 
inner-London boroughs and above city average in certain offending categories in particular in 
relation to violent offences. 
 
COVID-19 has created a significant impact on the rate of offending throughout London and in 
particular Lambeth which had one of the highest rates of infection in the city. Offending across the 
board decreased by 40% in the major categories with only Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB), drug 
possession and hate crime experiencing an increase during lockdown. ASB nearly tripled during 
lockdown due to police enforcement of lockdown and recording it as an ASB offence. Hate crime 
experienced an increase during lockdown possibly due to increased reporting, the acute political 
climate and tension as a result of the pandemic. 
 
Drug possession, ASB and hate crime were the only offences that experienced an increase over 
lockdown. It was suggested from local services that drug use, predominantly cannabis, had increased 
possibly due to increased isolation, mental stress and free time as people were not going to work or 
working from home. It should also be noted that there was an increase in stop and search by the 
police to enforce lockdown which contributed to the increased charges of drug possession.  
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Table 1: Breakdown of recorded crime 2017-19 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Police recorded crime provides the best measure of violent offences that are more harmful but less 
common, as people are far more likely to report such crimes. 
 
Possession of weapon offences has declined by 16.7% overall from 2018 to 2019, a reflection of 
genuine change. There has been a 24% increase in possession of firearm with intent offences, 
suggesting firearm offences may be a growing concern for the borough.  
 
Robbery offences have declined by 0.6% overall however there was an increase in business property 
robberies by 29% from 2018 to 2019.  

 
Burglary offences have increased overall by 2.6%, much of the increase is due to burglary of 
residential properties and has consistently formed the bulk of burglary offences.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crime 2017 2018 
% 
Change 2019 

% 
Change 

Violence Against the Person 7540 7385   7692 + 4.2% 

Homicide 5 8 60% 10 25% 

Violence with Injury 3291 3047 -7.4% 3040 0% 

Violence without Injury 4246 4334 2.1% 4646 7% 

Possession of Weapons 451 418  - 348  -16.7% 

Other Firearm Offences 1  -  -  -  - 
Possession of Article with Blade or 

Point 185 179 -3.2% 177 -1% 

Possession of Firearm with Intent 18 17 -5.6% 21 24% 

Possession of Firearms Offences 36 27 -25.0% 27 0% 

Possession of Other Weapon 211 195 -7.6% 123 -37% 

Robbery 1335 1231   1223  -0.6% 

Robbery of Business Property 83 84 1.2% 108 29% 

Robbery of Personal Property 1252 1147 -8.4% 1115 -3% 

Theft 9367 8798   9725  +10.5% 

Bicycle Theft 1114 967 -13.2% 1003 4% 

Other Theft 4809 4897 1.8% 5494 12% 

Shoplifting 1417 1093 -22.9% 1221 12% 

Theft from Person 2027 1841 -9.2% 2007 9% 

Burglary 2743 3023   3101  +2.6% 

Burglary - Business and Community 803 724 -9.8% 734 1% 

Burglary - Residential 1940 2299 18.5% 2367 3% 

Drug Offences 2097 1975   2000  +1.3% 

Drug Trafficking 195 150 -23.1% 102 -32% 

Possession of Drugs 1902 1825 -4.0% 1898 4% 
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The table below has offending rates for each ward-based population (rate per 1000 people). 

 
Bishops Ward has consistently had the highest rate of offending for the last three reporting periods 
and has experienced the highest increase in overall offending 21.6% from 2018 to 2019 with 11% of 
all Lambeth recorded crime occurring within this ward. Theft related offences are the most common 
crimes committed within Bishops Ward, making up 56% of all offences committed in this area. 
Violent related offences come second making up 15.3% of all offences committed in this ward. 
Bishop’s Ward has historically been the highest offending ward in Lambeth and much of this is due 
to its high foot traffic, tourism and being a location where criminals often travel to commit crimes. 

 
Coldharbour Ward is also another consistent hotspot for overall offending, however has shown 
improvement over the last three reporting periods with a gradual decline in overall offending. 
Offending in Coldharbour follows a similar patten to Bishops Ward with theft and violent related 
offending making up 56% of all offending in this ward. Coldharbour Ward has the highest rate of 
violent offences based on each 1000 residents. 
 
Thornton Ward has consistently had the lowest rate of crime over the last three years and has only 
experienced a 5.7% increase in overall offending. Tulse Hill and Thurlow Park have experienced the 
most significant decline in overall offending from 2018 to 2019. Much of the reduction in overall 
offending in Tulse Hill can be attributed to the decline in theft related offences (-41%) and drug 
related offences (-21%). Tulse Hill has made improvements, however it remains a priority area with 
regards to violence against young people. 
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Homicide 

Year Homicide Count 
2017 5 
2018 8 
2019 10 
2020 2 

 

The term “homicide” covers the offences of murder, manslaughter and infanticide. 

Historically Lambeth is in the top 5 worst boroughs for homicide, although in 2020 Lambeth has the 
7th highest level of homicide incidents in London.  

Homicides were more prevalent in 2019 than any other year in this reporting period. There are no 
repeat patterns for homicides in Lambeth to suggest there are expected peaks in certain periods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coldharbour and Thurlow Ward have the highest level of homicides in the borough, recording three 
in the last four years.  

Highest proportion of homicide victims are aged between 20-25 making 20% of all victims, 13% of 
which being male. Female victims of homicide peak in the 35-39 age bracket, making up 9% of all 
victims. There is a third peak for 60+ but that is because that covers more age brackets. 
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The majority of victims of homicide are classified as White Northern European, making up 27% of all 
victims.  

Black African & Caribbean make up the second largest cohort of victims, making up 21% of all 
victims. 
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Major Long-Term Priority: Violence Against Young People 
 
While acknowledging the ambitions of the Lambeth Made Safer for Young People strategy and the 
need to refer to violence against young people when discussing incidents of this nature, this section 
uses the term ‘Serious Youth Violence’ as this is how such incidents are recorded by the police. 

 
There are many differing definitions of Serious Youth Violence (SYV) which use a variety of different 
age limits, for the purpose of this strategic assessment we define SYV as 'any offence of most serious 
violence or weapon enabled crime, where the victim is aged 10-25'. This is a victim-based offence 
and does not take into consideration young perpetrators. 
 
Incidents of Serious Youth Violence 

 
 

SYV has experienced a 18% decline from 2018 to 2019. However, the severity of incidents has 
subsequently increased. 

 
This decline in SYV offences is further confounded by lockdowns imposed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic which has seen SYV incidents reaching record lows, with the highest level of SYV offences 
being only 6 offences in March. Customarily SYV offences experience an increase between 
September to October, although this may change in 2020 due to COVID-19. 
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The highest concentration of SYV offences occur in the Coldharbour Ward an area that has 
experienced an increase throughout the three reporting periods (2017-20), including a 6.7% increase 
from 2018 to 2019. This ward also has a persistent high rate of SYV offences in 2020. 

 
The Oval Ward has the second highest rate of SYV offences and has regularly been in the top 
offending wards for SYV for the last three years. Some of this could be due to ongoing gang conflicts 
playing out in the Oval Ward in particular the Kennington area. Despite this there has been a 
decrease in SYV offences from 2018 to 2019 in the Oval Ward by 11% due to concentrated 
Metropolitan Police operations conducted in the area. 

 
While the highest rates of recorded SYV offences are in the Coldharbour and Oval Wards, feedback 
provided through the Resident’s Survey (2020) indicated that residents of the Brixton Hill Ward are 
more likely to see SYV as a ‘very big problem’. 
 

  
 
Key: 

• Clapham Common, Coldharbour, Ferndale, Thurlow Park, and Vassall were lower than 
average 

• Brixton Hill, Knight’s Hill, and Larkhall were lower than average and worthy of note 
 
 
Victims of Serious Youth Violence 
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Victims of SYV classified as Black African & Caribbean make up 55% of all victims. This has 
consistently been the case for the last three recording periods where Black African & Caribbean 
victims of SYV make up the majority. White Southern Europeans make up the second majority of 
victims, making up 19.3% of all victims.  
 
The over representation of Black African & Caribbean people in these statistics is something that has 
been recognised across the Partnership and is something that is being addressed throughout the 
Lambeth Made Safer for Young People strategy. 
 

 
 

The majority of SYV victims are aged between 20-25, making 57.3% of all victims and are 
predominantly male. Male victims aged 20-25 make up 38% of all victims. Female victims numbers 
increase with age and are highest in the 20-25 years old category and make up 22% of all victims. 
Second largest cohort of victims of SYV are aged between 15-19 and are overwhelmingly male 
making up 21% of all victims.  
 

 
 
Those accused of committing Serious Youth Violence 
 
The majority of SYV accused are aged between 15-19, making up 38% of all accused. Males make up 
84% of all accused of SYV. Female accused are significantly smaller, only making up 16% of all 
accused, and 5% of those accused in the 15-19 age bracket.   
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68% of those accused of SYV are recorded as being from a Black African & Caribbean background. 
White Northern Europeans make up the second largest accused cohort (19%).   

 
Black African & Caribbean males form the majority of victims as well as accused in SYV offences. 
Victims peaks in the 20-25 years old age bracket, while accused peak at 15-19 years old. 
 
 
Serious Youth Violence Links to Deprivation 

 
Deprivation is a strong risk factor for violence. This is thought to reflect an accumulation of risk 
factors for violence in more deprived areas, such as teenage parenting, single parent families, and 
substance abuse. Evidence for this association can be found in analyses of rates of emergency 
hospital admission for violence which are around five times higher for residents of the most 
deprived communities. Almost one third of children in the borough live in poverty. This is worse than 
the England average of 21% and London average of 27.8%. 

 
The Coldharbour Ward which ranks as the one of the highest offending wards for SYV has the second 
highest child population in Lambeth and 65% of the population of Coldharbour Ward live in LSOA 
ranked among the most deprived 20% of LSOAs in England.  
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Map shows a concentration of SYV victims aged between 16-19 in the Coldharbour Ward. 

 
As noted in the 2020 Resident’s Survey, the Stretched Youth* segment are the most likely to feel 
that serious youth violence is a very big problem, as are those who live in the most deprived 
communities.  

• Stretched Youth refers to Younger residents (under 35’s) who tend to be working (with high levels of 
part-time or self-employment) or currently unemployed. Mostly single. About a half of these residents 
have lived in the borough for over 10 years. They find it difficult to meet their financial commitments. 
Tend to be council renters or renting from private landlords – few own their own home. 
 

Serious Youth Violence Peer relationships and gang link  
Peer relationships and gangs affect young people’s risk of involvement in violence. Young people 
with delinquent friends are more likely to be involved in violence. Delinquent youths fall into two 
types: early onset delinquents who have behavioural problems from early childhood, and late onset 
delinquents who adopt or mimic such behaviours in adolescence. There is a particularly strong 
relationship between gang membership and violence. 
 
Lambeth has been identified by the Home Office as a priority borough for support in relation to 
gangs and SYV. 
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Major Long-Term Priority: Counter – Terrorism 
 
Prevent is one strand of the government’s counter terrorism (CT) strategy, CONTEST, and aims to 
reduce the threat to the UK from terrorism by stopping people becoming terrorists or supporting 
terrorism. Prevent has three specific strategic objectives: 

 
- Tackle the causes of radicalisation and respond to the ideological challenge of terrorism   
- Safeguard and support those most at risk of radicalisation through early intervention, 

identifying them and offering support 
- Enable those who have already engaged in terrorism to disengage and rehabilitate 

 
Local authorities have a statutory duty to deliver Prevent work. Section 26 of the Counter Terrorism 
and Security Act 2015 (CTSA) places an obligation on specified authorities including local authorities 
to have “due regard to the need to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism”.  
 
Lambeth is a Prevent Priority Area and continues to face several low-likelihood/high-impact 
terrorism-related risks in 2020-21. The threat level from terrorism is currently SEVERE, meaning an 
attack in the UK is highly likely. The borough was struck by an Islamism-inspired terrorist attack in 
February 2020, and there have been multiple attacks bordering the borough in Southwark or 
Westminster since 2017. 
 
Analysis of threats carried out alongside Counter Terrorism Policing colleagues suggests the main 
radicalisation threat to the borough remains individuals being inspired to commit terrorist offences 
by the ideology of Daesh/al-Qaeda or associated Islamist groups. A persistent but low extreme right-
wing threat also continues to be of concern, and Lambeth’s significance to UK Black, Asian and 
Minority Ethnic communities means it could be targeted by individuals inspired by extreme right-
wing ideologues or groups.  
 
The Lambeth Prevent Action Plan for 2020-21 has four thematic delivery targets, each of which are 
being delivered in the following way:  

 
1. Safeguard those at risk of being drawn into terrorism 

- Channel is the multi-agency panel which assesses the risk to individuals who may be 
at risk of being drawn into terrorism. The partnership decides whether intervention 
can be provided through tailored support packages. These cases are then held by 
the panel and reviewed monthly until the risk levels decline.  

- Staff in the Council’s respective Children’s and Adults Safeguarding teams have 
received training to ensure social care referrals coming into Lambeth with a 
radicalisation element are flagged to the Prevent team and staff are aware of their 
responsibilities 

- Additional training continues to take place with Council staff working with 
vulnerable adults underway to broaden the range of staff who understand the risks 
of radicalisation and terrorist attacks 

- Covid19 has likely had an impact on referral numbers, which are lower than expected. 
 

2. Increase resilience to radicalisation in Lambeth’s young people 
- Face to face training has been delivered to teachers, safeguarding staff, and governors 

by the Council’s Prevent Education Officer 
- Designated Safeguarding Leads have also continued to receive advice and support on 

cases which have not met the Channel threshold 
- Additional projects include: 

o Assemblies on gang/extremist recruitment for years 9-11 
o Workshops on extremist ideologies for years 8-9 
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o Workshops on understanding stereotyping/developing critical thinking for years 
5-8 

o Training for primary school teachers on building children’s critical thinking skills 
and lesson plans for schools 

 
3. Engage with communities to build their involvement with Prevent 

- The Lambeth Prevent Advisory Group has been established to work with local 
providers and partners to provide quarterly briefings on risk levels and receive 
feedback on the delivery of Prevent in Lambeth 

- Through wider community engagement, the Council’s Prevent Project Officer has 
worked with local partners to ensure the local authority has a better idea of the 
community groups in the borough and to provide support on Prevent and hate 
crime-related issues 
 

4. Work in partnership to manage risk and share best practice 
- The Prevent Partnership (which includes representatives from the NHS, National 

Probation Service and HMP Brixton, Department for Education, and local and Counter 
Terrorist policing) meet quarterly to ensure the annual Prevent Actin Plan is being 
delivered 

- Maintaining the Counter Terrorism Local Profile with CT policing to ensure the threat 
and vulnerability from terrorism and extremism relating to terrorism in the local area 
is accurate 

 
In addition to Prevent, another part of the national CONTEST strategy to combat counter terrorism is 
the Protect agenda. This focusses on ensuring our public spaces, particularly crowded spaces and 
iconic sites, have appropriate physical protection to deter terrorist attack or help minimise casualties 
should one occur.  
 
Lambeth is an inner London borough with multiple iconic sites, and Brixton has been the target of a 
far-right terrorist attack previously. With the change in attack methodology over the last few years 
and terrorist attacks taking place just outside Lambeth’s borders, this has become a priority for the 
borough. As such, although we do not have a formal legal duty to deliver Protect, we have been 
working closely with police colleagues to identify and better protect our vulnerable locations, 
including: 
 

o Protecting the public areas of the South Bank along our roads and major attractions 
o Working with TFL and Network Rail on improving pedestrian protection outside 

Waterloo Train Station 
o Reviewing other crowded places such as central Brixton where barriers have been 

placed around Windrush Square  
 
A new sub-group to manage the Protect agenda has been created that will review all the borough’s 
crowded places and develop a strategy for Lambeth to ensure that all new developments and plans, 
and refurbishments of existing places, are as safe as necessary whilst also maintaining the openness 
and neighbourhood aesthetic we aspire to.  
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Major Long-Term Priority: Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) 
 
Domestic Abuse Crimes 
Domestic abuse is categorised by any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive or 
threatening behaviour, violence or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are or have been 
intimate partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality.  

 

 
 
 
Domestic abuse in Lambeth continues to be widespread and the most prevalent form of VAWG. The 
monthly offending figures for Lambeth have been consistently above the London average in each 
month in 2019/20 as they were the previous reporting year 2018/19. 
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Recorded incidents of Domestic Abuse continues to increase. There was a 12% increase in recorded 
domestic abuse offences from 2017 to 2018 and a further 10% increase by the end of 2019.  

 
Lambeth remains the borough with the 12th highest number of recorded domestic abuse incidents 
in London – the same position as in 2018/19. 
 
The effect of the lockdown imposed as the result of the Covid-19 pandemic in the Spring of 2020 can 
be seen in the charts above. Reports of Domestic Abuse stayed above the borough average during 
the lockdown (the average in 2019/20 was 280 domestic abuse offences per month, but over April – 
June 2020 this increased by 3% to an average of 288Error! Bookmark not defined.) and then 
experienced a further increase as lockdown measures were reduced.  
 
While the increase in recorded Domestic Abuse reporting from May to June has been the case for 
Lambeth for the last three reporting periods, this reflects information from Police colleagues 
reporting an increase in offences involving serious violence during the Covid-19 lockdown and 
supports wider concerns of increased risk to victim/survivors of domestic abuse as a result of social 
restrictions.  
 
It is important to note that as domestic abuse offences have increased in Lambeth, this is in the 
national context of decreasing proportions of suspects charged and of successful prosecutions of 
these crimes1. 
 
In 2019, 29 cases (2%) involved victims who identified themselves as lesbian, gay, bisexual or 
transgender (LGBT+). This is an increase from 12 cases identified in 2018. However, it should be 
noted that victims are not routinely asked to disclose their sexual orientation. 
 
 
Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC) 
MARAC is a multi-agency risk management forum whose membership includes specialists from the 
statutory and voluntary sectors and is tasked with reviewing the highest risk domestic abuse cases in 
the borough. Victims/survivors referred to MARAC are adults (aged 16+) who reside in Lambeth and 
are at high risk of serious harm or homicide from their adult (aged 16+) partner, ex-partner or family 
member, regardless of gender or sexuality. 
 
A total of 1,877 victims of high-risk domestic abuse and 1,683 associated children were discussed at 
MARAC over the four-year period 2016-2020. The average number of cases discussed per month 
was 31 in 2016/17 and rose to 47 in 2019/202. This monthly average increased to 61 cases in the first 
three months of 2020/21 (April – June), again suggesting increased risk to domestic abuse 
victim/survivors of domestic abuse as a result of social restrictions. 
 
The table below provides information on the number of children living with an adult victim/survivor 
who has been referred to the MARAC over the last ten years. In 2019/20, 269 (48%) of the 560 high 
risk victims/survivors referred to the MARAC had children living with them. The total number of 
children discussed was 518 and 34 (6%) of all victims/survivors referred to MARAC were pregnant. 
This highlights the link between high-risk domestic abuse cases and the need to safeguard the 
children involved.  
 

 
1 Source: CPS data summary Quarter 4 2019-2020  
2 Source: Lambeth MARAC Annual Reports  

https://www.cps.gov.uk/publication/cps-data-summary-quarter-4-2019-2020
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Since April 2019, data has been recorded with regards to the perpetrator’s relationship to the 
victim/survivor when discussed at MARAC. 487 (87%) of cases discussed at Lambeth MARAC were 
intimate partners/ex-partners, as is clearly demonstrated in the chart below (which shows the 
breakdown of the perpetrator’s relationship to the victim/survivor for 2019/20): 
 

 
 
The need to ensure the safety of children and young people are considered with regards to incidents 
of Domestic Abuse is evident when reviewing the sources of referrals to MARAC. In 2019/20 the 
Council’s Children’s Social Care referred 33 (6%) cases to MARAC, which although a slight decrease 
on the 38 (7%) cases referred in the previous year still represents a high total of referrals.  
 
The chart below shows the breakdown of the age of the victim/survivors referred to MARAC in the 
last year (2019/20) and highlights the relatively young age profile of those referred in the borough 
with. The ages of victims/survivors peaks on the 25- to 34-year-old age bracket and steadily reduces 
with each age category. However, attention needs to be paid to the youngest age range (16 to 18 
years) as in 2019/20 MARAC received 10 referrals (2%) for victims/survivors aged 16-17, which was 
one more referral than the previous year, but made up the same overall percentage. MARAC has 
also recorded 6 cases (1%) where the perpetrator is aged 16-17 and 2 of these cases (33%) involved 
a victim/survivor aged 16-17. At the same time, from April 2016 – March 2020 the number of Gaia 
Centre clients under the age of 18 has increased from 5 – 8%. 



23 
 

 

 
 
As part of Lambeth’s MARAC ongoing monitoring and evaluation, records are also made with regards 
to the number of victim/survivors who identify as Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic. Data shows that 
362 (64.6%) of those victims/survivors referred to MARAC in 2019/20 identified as Black, Asian and 
Minority Ethnic.  
 
In 2019/20 female survivors made up 94% of the total referral numbers with 31 referrals (6%) for 
male victims/survivors.  
 
In 2019/20, 122 (21.8%) of the victims/survivors referred to Lambeth MARAC identified as disabled, 
significantly higher than the national average. It should be noted that recording disability across 
MARACs nationally was identified as an area for improvement and subsequent training between the 
Safer Communities VAWG Team and Lambeth Adult Social Care has led to Adult Social Workers in 
appropriately recognising and responding to high-risk domestic abuse. Through the Safer 
Communities VAWG Team, Lambeth Council commissions refuge accommodation for 
victims/survivors of VAWG and community-based support at the Gaia Centre. The Gaia Centre 
received 6,255 new referrals for victims/survivors and provided to support to 3,223 clients (engaged 
and short term3) from April 2016 – March 2020. Whilst domestic abuse accounts for an average of 
93% of the Gaia Centre’s engaged cases, a large proportion of these clients are experiencing multiple 
forms of VAWG, demonstrating the importance and benefit of a single referral pathway4.  
 

Domestic Incidents 
A Domestic Incident is where the police are called to an incident involving intimate partners/ ex-
partners or family members. Of these, some will be recorded as a crime if an offence has occurred. 
Domestic Incidents are the total number of police call outs and Domestic Offences are when a crime 
is recorded as having occurred.  
 
While our focus is on the increase in reported Domestic Abuse cases over the past four years, we 
believe there is a need to acknowledge the trends relating to recorded Domestic Incidents across the 
borough given our belief that not all incidents of Domestic Abuse are recorded.  
 

 
3 Short term refers to clients who only required support during one contact or over a period of a couple of days due to low 
support needs or because they are moving out of Lambeth 
4 Source: Gaia Centre Annual Reports 2016-2020 
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Since 2016, domestic incidents have decreased marginally, but as already indicated, offences have 
increased. However, in 2019/20 there were 5,232 recorded domestic abuse incidents in Lambeth, an 
increase of 3% from the 5,097 incidents recorded in 2018/19. The impact of the Covid-19 lockdown 
also had an impact: the average in 2019/20 was 436 domestic abuse incidents per month, but in the 
first quarter of 2020/21 (April – June) this increased by 9% to an average of 4771.  
 

 
 
Bishop’s Ward has the highest change in domestic incidents in 2019. This has not historically been 
the case and can be seen as a momentary situation that led to this increase as it was not one that 
was sustained through 2020 nor one that has featured in any other reporting period. 
 
Coldharbour Ward has had consistently high levels of domestic incidents reported from 2017 to 
2020 with very little change in the number of recorded offences during the pandemic. 40% of these 
recorded incidents are categorised as common assault and harassment.  
 
Gipsy Hill, Oval and Tulse Hill all come a very close second to Coldharbour Ward for consistently high 
levels of reported domestic incidents from 2017 to 2020. 
 

 
 
Females make up majority of domestic incident victims, counting for 74% of all victims. Females 
aged between 20-25 make up the highest proportion of victims of domestic incidents, counting for 
15% of all victims. 
 
Males make up 26% of all victims but has two peak age groups for victims, 20-25 and 35-39. 
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Victims of domestic incident are predominantly recorded as Black, making up 38% of all victims. 
 
White – North European are second largest cohort of victims of domestic incidents making up 33% 
of all victims. 
 

 
 
Males make up the majority of those accused in domestic incidents. 79% of all domestic incident 
have a male recorded as the accused.  
 
The peak age for male accused in this offence category is spread evenly between 20-39. 
 

 
 
48% of those accused in domestic incidents have been recorded as Black. White - Southern 
European form the second largest accused cohort making up 31% of those accused. 
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Sexual Violence 
Sexual violence continues to be a serious issue in Lambeth. Reported rape offences were 28% higher 
in 2019/20 than in 2016/17 and Lambeth has the 2nd highest rate of Rape and Other Sexual 
Offences in London, with reports significantly higher than the London average. According to national 
data, approximately 90% of those who are raped know the perpetrator prior to the offence5. 
 
The increasing reports of sexual assaults from areas that have large night-time economies (NTE) 
occurring over the weekend period, suggest higher rates of confidence in reporting offences in this 
context. During the lockdown, there was a decrease in the average number of reported rapes and 
other sexual offences, but these are increasing as social restrictions are lifted and the NTE resumes. 
 
However, although reports of sexual violence being made to the Police are increasing, according to 
national data5 the majority of sexual offences are not reported to the Police. At the same time, 
fewer cases are being referred to the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) and there are a significantly 
decreasing number of convictions which may explain the reluctance of victims/survivors to report 
incidents. 
 
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) 
While the number of women and girls affected by FGM from Lambeth has decreased over the four-
year period from 2016 - 2020, Lambeth currently has the 5th highest number of newly recorded 
cases. 

 
Across all four years, the majority of attendances reported at NHS trusts and GP practices in England 
from Lambeth were women aged 25-35 and were between the age of five and nine when the FGM 
was carried out. 
 
The Gaia Centre service supported 25 women and girls in relation to FGM from 2016-2020, with a 
large proportion of these clients experiencing multiple forms of VAWG. In 2017 Lambeth Council 
commissioned Africa Advocacy Foundation (AAF) to provide culturally appropriate 1-2-1 advocacy, 
case work and counselling. Between April 2017 and March 2020, AAF have supported 177 Lambeth 
residents affected by and/or at risk of FGM. 
 
 
Stalking and Harassment 
According to ONS data6 Stalking and Harassment offences increased by 117% in England and Wales 
from April 2016 – March 2020 and almost one in five women over the age of 16 have experienced 
stalking, as well as almost one in ten men. 
 
At a more local level this has become an area of concern for Lambeth’s Safer Communities VAWG 
Team as from April 2016 – March 2020, 33% (694) of the Gaia Centre service caseload involved 
supporting victims of Stalking and Harassment, with many experiencing multiple forms of VAWG. 
The majority of perpetrators were intimate partners and ex-partners. 
 
 
Prostitution 
The number of women/people involved in prostitution in Lambeth is currently unknown as data 
collected by prostitution outreach services stopped in 2017. However, the Lambeth Prostitution 
Group discussed a total of 196 cases of women involved in prostitution and at high risk of harm 
between the period April 2016 to March 2020, although this represented only 57 individual women.  
 

 
5 An Overview of Sexual Offending in England and Wales – Ministry of Justice, Home Office & the Office for National 
Statistics, Statistics bulletin, January 2013 
6 Office for National Statistics, Crime in England and Wales: year ending March 2020 
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In October 2019, Fulfilling Lives (a charity working in Lambeth exclusively to support women 
involved in prostitution) collated demographic data of the 13 women involved in prostitution in 
Lambeth who they were supporting at that time. 100% of the women were using substances, 92% 
were involved with the criminal justice system, 69% were homeless, and 77% had mental health 
diagnoses. The age distribution of the women is slightly older than Lambeth as a whole and all but 
one woman were British. Women who identified as Black (15%) or White and Black Mixed (54%) 
were disproportionately represented in comparison to the Lambeth population, as were bisexual 
women (23%). 31% were care leavers and of these, all identified as Black or Mixed Race. 92% of the 
women were known to have had children removed from their care. 85% had current or previous 
experience of domestic abuse. 
 
In addition to the above, the Gaia Centre have supported 17 victim/survivors in relation to 
prostitution from April 2016 – March 2020, with a large proportion of these clients are experiencing 
multiple forms of VAWG. 
 
 
Trafficking for Sexual Exploitation  
While we know that Lambeth Council has made a total of 82 referrals to the NRM, increasing from 4 
in 2016/17 to 34 in 2019/20 and that 94% (77) of these were for children under the age of 18, data 
available does not reflect the percentage of these referrals that were in relation to Sexual 
Exploitation (although we do know that in the same timeframe 26% of the potential victims referred 
were in relation to Sexual Exploitation and that just under a third of those referred were under 18 
years old).  
 
What we do know is that the Gaia Centre has supported 12 victim/survivors of trafficking for Sexual 
Exploitation from April 2016 – March 2020, with a large proportion of these clients are experiencing 
multiple forms of VAWG. 
 
 
Other areas of concern: Honour Based Violence (HBV) and Forced Marriage 
The Crown Prosecution Service is no longer reporting on HBV offences and so data is not available 
from 2019/20 onwards. Prior to this at a national level the number of HBV-flagged referrals from the 
police; the number of suspects charged; the volume of prosecutions; and the number of convictions 
in relation to HGV all fell in the period 2016/17 to 2018/19.  
 
However, with the team at the Gaia Centre recording that they have supported 46 victim/survivors 
of HBV from April 2016 – March 2020, with a large proportion of these clients experiencing multiple 
forms of VAWG, HBV remains an area of concern. 
 
With regards to Forced Marriage, the Forced Marriage Unit identified London as having the greatest 
number of cases recorded in the UK with the majority of victims being female (82%) and a third aged 
18-25 years old.  
 
Locally, we know that the Gaia Centre supported 46 victim/survivors of Forced Marriage from April 
2016 – March 2020, with a large proportion of these clients are experiencing multiple forms of 
VAWG. 
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Priority 1: Drugs & Gangs 
 
Drug Offences 

 
Drug offences experienced a decline of 6% from 2017 to 2018 with a 1% increase by the end of 2019. 
Throughout 2020 drug offences was one of the few offending categories that experienced a 
substantial increase during the COVID-19 lockdown. From March to May 2020 drug possession has 
increased by 67%, while drug trafficking offences stayed consistently low during this period.  

 
There was a reported increase in drug usage over the Covid-19 lockdown period (predominantly 
cannabis), however there was an increase in stop and searches as a result of enforcement of 
lockdown measures and increase police patrols and officers were taken away from their usual duties 
which contributed to this increase. 
 

 
 

Stockwell and Vassall Ward experienced the highest increase in throughout 2019 in drug offences - 
these were predominantly for drug possession charges where cannabis was the most common drug 
found.  
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In 2020 the wards of Stockwell, Vassall alongside Tulse Hill and Coldharbour have the highest 
frequency of drug offences and this has been historically the case for this offence going back three 
reporting periods. These wards are also known for their high levels of violence and the drug market 
is believed to help fuel much of the tension in these areas.  

There is a strong correlation between drug activity hotspots and known gang territory in Lambeth. 
Brixton is a hotspot for drug activity and is surrounded by 67, Wandsworth Road/17, Myatts Field, 
Rocblock, ABM, SIRU and TN1. Gang territory in such close proximity often equates to a highly 
concentrated drug market resulting in further rivalries and acts of violence in order to claim 
territory. 

 
 
The Coldharbour and Ferndale Wards are known hotspots for drugs as well violence-related 
offences. 

Other hotspots are also known for gang related and community tension.  

13% of gang flagged crimes from 2017-19 were related to drug offences. 

 
 
Feedback recorded in the 2020 Resident’s Survey indicated that 57% of residents saw people using 
or dealing drugs as a very big problem’ or ‘fairly big problem’. This has markedly increased since 
2016 when 39% of residents felt that way. 
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Possession of cannabis makes up more 90% of all drug related offences committed in Lambeth and 
this has consistently been the case for the last three years. 

 
Although the data does not provide a clear connection to drug markets and many other offences, 
consultation with police and partners working in substance misuse has developed an understanding 
of how these links have been established. For example, there have been multiple instances of 
aggravated burglary of cannabis factories, as well as dealers arranging to meet other dealers and 
robbing them of their drugs. Most of those instances involve firearms or bladed weapons. This is not 
directly related to the lack of supply of drugs, but more about the street credibility that individuals 
hope to gain. This is particularly evident because most of the time perpetrators will be broadcasting 
on Instagram or Snapchat as a way of taunting rivals having been able to steal their rival’s money or 
drugs on their own territory. In the majority of instances victims are not willing to support 
prosecutions and therefore suspects are able to escape blame and punishment so continue to 
engage in these activities.  
 
There is also the violence that is often associated with drug debts which ties closely with the issues 
surrounding exploitation connected to county and borough lines. 
 
Drug related offences form the second largest offending category for young offenders when entering 
the Youth Offending Service (YOS), averaging at 20% of all entrants for the last three reporting 
periods.  
 
The Black and Black British group is disproportionately represented in the number of young people 
the YOS supports when reviewing the most common crime types compared to the averages 
recorded by the service. Of particular significance are the categories of supply of drugs (81%) and 
possession of drugs (63%).  
 
The percentage of children and young people who admitted use of drugs increased from 52% of 
those first assessed by the YOS in 2017/18, to 64% of those first assessed in 2019/20. 
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The percentage of YOS entrants admitting to regular drug use increased from 32% in 2017/18 to 43% 
in 2019/20.  Majority of YP involved in drug offences and first-time drug use is predominantly 
centred around cannabis. 
 
Overall, males aged between 20-24 make up the 29% of those accused of drug offences in the 
borough, followed by males aged between 15-19 making up 18% of those accused of drug offences.  
 

 
 
60% of those accused of drug offences are classified as Black African & Caribbean following by White 
Northern European making 22% of all those accused.  

 
Black African & Caribbean and White Northern European have historically been the largest accused 
cohort in relation to drug offences.  

 
Accused of Asian ethnicity has increased each year, going from making up only 3% of the accused 
cohort in 2017 to 6% by 2019. 

 
In 2017-18 there were 62 poisoning deaths (by drugs, medicaments, biological substance) in 
Lambeth. The number of drug poisoning deaths doubled compared to 2011/13.  

 
In the period 2016-18, 7 out of 10 drug poisoning deaths were men (49 out of 62 deaths). Men are 
three time more likely to die than women, reflecting the predominance of drug dependency in men. 

 
 



32 
 

 
Source: Deaths related to drug poisoning by local authority. England and Wales, 1993 to 
2018. ONS. 

 
 
Data from 2015-17 indicates that the rate of alcohol specific deaths in Lambeth was the 4th highest 
in London with 11.8 deaths per 100,000 population. This is significantly higher than the London 
average of 7.9 per 100,000 persons.  
 
 

 
Source: PHE Fingertips, Local Alcohol Profiles for England 
 
There is a correlation between alcohol-related offences and areas that have a high number of 
licensed venues and subsequently a thriving nightlife (such as including Brixton, Clapham, Streatham 
and Vauxhall).  

 
Drug-related offences are most likely to occur in the areas surrounding Brixton Road/Brixton Station 
and the North of the borough, particularly in the Vauxhall area.  
 
Cannabis, Cocaine and Heroin are the principle drugs in the market. 
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Gangs 

 
 
The areas in red are boroughs where between 10-20% of land area is claimed as territory by gangs. 
They are Lambeth, Hackney, Islington, Southwark and Tower Hamlets. 
 
Gang activity has been historically an issue for Lambeth and has been connected to exploitation of 
young people in county and borough line drug markets as well as connected to several highly 
publicised violent incidents. It is also a growing concern for many Lambeth residents, MOPAC’s 
Public Attitude Survey revealed that 22% of Lambeth residents surveyed see it as an issue. 
Furthermore, Lambeth ranks as one of the highest offending boroughs in London for crimes flagged 
by the police as being gang-related, coming in third only to Greenwich and Hackney. 

 
 

Local Authority Nominals on Gangs 
Matrix 

Lambeth 236 
Islington 232 
Camden 161 
Waltham Forest 145 
Brent 128 

 
Lambeth also has the highest number of nominals on the gangs matrix in 2020. It has been 
historically the case that Lambeth would feature in top 5 boroughs for number of nominals on the 
gangs matrix. 

 
In 2020, Lambeth had 14 known gangs, which does not include the sub-groups that have formed 
from them.  
 
It is well-known that groups are vying for a greater share of the drug market and in turn create “no 
go” areas for young people.  
 
Contextual evidence strongly suggests that gangs play a role in running different local drug markets. 
This does not imply that independent sellers will be neglected. 
 
Although cannabis is becoming more mainstream, with increasing calls for a softer stance, illegal 
distribution will continue to factor into gang violence, effecting local communities on a large scale. 

 
It should be noted that not all drug or violent offences are committed by gang members, however it 
does have a contributing affect in making residents feel unsafe, in particular younger residents.  

Local Authority Gang Flagged Crimes 
Greenwich 191 
Hackney 113 
Lambeth 64 
Westminster  47 
Southwark 39 
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75% of crimes flagged by the police as being gang-related in Lambeth are related to Violence Against 
the Person. This is followed by 13% being related to drug offences, the majority of which are drug 
trafficking as opposed to drug possession. Tackling the gang issue within Lambeth would help reduce 
violence and the impact of the drug market in our most deprived areas. 
 

 

The Coldharbour Ward has the highest level of gang flagged crimes, majority of which are violent 
and related to drug trafficking.  

Ward % of overall 
gang flagged 
crimes 

Coldharbour 17% 
Stockwell 8% 
Herne Hill 6% 
Vassall 6% 
Bishop's 6% 
Thornton 6% 
Tulse Hill 6% 
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Substance Misuse 
Substance abuse or misuse is formally defined as the continued misuse of any mind-
altering substance that severely affects person's physical and mental health, social situation and 
responsibilities. 

 
By 2016/17, Public Health England (PHE) estimated that 3,001 people aged 16-64 years were using 
opioids and/or crack cocaine (OCU) in Lambeth. 

 
The Lambeth prevalence of OCU and Opiates users have increased by 26% and 24% respectively 
(from 2,387 to 3,001 and 1,818 to 2,248), while OCUs in London overall increased only by 8%.  

 
However, the crack cocaine user population in Lambeth has been decreasing since 2011-12 from 
2,358 in 2011-12 to 1,870 in 2016 -17.  

 
 

 
 
Number of OCU by age group – time trend – Lambeth  
Source: Estimates of the prevalence of opiate use and/or crack cocaine use (2016-17). March 2019. 
Public Health Institute & Liverpool John Moore University 
 
Alcohol dependence occurs mainly in young men, mainly in 25-54 years old. 

 

 
 
In 2018-19, PHE estimates that in average there are 808 adults with alcohol dependency who live 
with children in Lambeth and an average 604 adults with opiate dependency who live with children 
in Lambeth.  

 
Overall, there are 1,540 children living with adults who are alcohol dependent and 1,097 with adults 
with opiate dependency, mainly men. 
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The recent Prison Drug Strategy acknowledged that drug use in prisons is now widespread, 
particularly in male local and category C prisons.  

 
Cannabis is the most prevalent ‘traditional’ drug of misuse both outside and inside of prison. 

 
During 2018/19 a total of 156 Lambeth residents with an identified substance misuse need were 
released from prison. Of these 53 (34%) engaged in treatment, similar to national average. 
 
Of the 53 women known to outreach services in 2018/19: 81% (43) had crack misuse; 47% (25) had 
alcohol misuse; and 40% (21) heroin misuse. The count also indicates 89% (47) of those women 
known to outreach services have a mental health issue. 
 
Table 6. Annual prostitution outreach service count – time trend (Source: Annual Prostitution - 
Outreach Data Analysis 2017): 

 
 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 % Change 

From Last 
FY 

No. of shifts  22 22 31 20 17 -15% 
No. of individuals sighted  56 74 89 61 86 41% 
No. of women known  49 50 51 43 53 23% 
No. of women not known  7 24 38 18 33 83% 
Total no. of Sightings  120 203 266 225 273 21% 
1st drug problem  Crack Crack Crack Crack Crack No change 
2nd drug problem  Alcohol Alcohol Alcohol Heroin Alcohol Change 
3rd drug problem  Heroin Heroin Heroin Alcohol Heroin Change 
Hotspot Location  Brixton Hill Brixton Hill Brixton Hill Brixton Hill Brixton Hill No change 
 

 
Substance misuse is common among rough sleepers including in Lambeth. Of the rough sleepers 
identified in 2018/19, almost 6 in 10 reported substance misuse with or without mental health 
problem. Of the rough sleepers who reported substance misuse, in average over half reported a 
mental health problem. 

 

 
Number of rough sleepers by age- time trend – Lambeth (Source: CHAIN rough sleeping 
data, Lambeth) 

 

  



38 
 

Priority 2: Violence Against the Person 
 
Violence Against the Person includes a range of offences from minor offences such as harassment 
and common assault, to serious offences such as homicide, actual bodily harm and grievous bodily 
harm. 
 

 
 

From 2018 to 2019 Violence Against the Person (VAP) offences had increased by 4.2%. Incidents of 
VAP peak between May to August with offences peaking regularly in July for the last three years. In 
2020 VAP did decline like other offences but gradually returned to the borough average once Covid-
19 lockdown measures were reduced. 

 
VAP in Lambeth is driven by lower-level violence: 31% of VAP offences are harassment and 27% are 
common assault. 

 
 

 
 
Streatham Wells has the highest increase in VAP offences from 2018 to 2019. VAP offences are still 
predominantly in the Brixton area, however this increase in Streatham Wells suggests that this area 
may require some monitoring.  
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The Thurlow Park Ward has made the biggest reduction (12.6%) in VAP offences from 2018 to 2019.  
 

The Coldharbour Ward had the highest level of VAP offences from 2017 to 2019. There is very little 
change in the rate of offences and has remained consistently high compared to other wards.  

 
There is a concentration of VAP offences occurring along the border of Coldharbour and Ferndale 
Ward. 

 
The Thornton Ward has the lowest rate of VAP offences and has consistently had the lowest number 
of offences for the last three reporting periods.  
 

 

Victims of VAP are overwhelmingly male making up 65% of all victims. 

Both genders experience a peak in the 25-29 years old category.  

The majority of victims are between the ages of 20-39 years old with a decline from 40+. 

 

Those accused of VAP are overwhelmingly male, making up 60% of the accused cohort. 

Both genders experience a peak in the 15-19 years old category, making up 21% of all accused.  

The rates for those accused of VAP decreases by 8% once past the age of 34. 
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44% of all VAP victims are recorded  as Northern European, making up the largest victim cohort. 

Black African & Caribbean make up 38% of all victims and makes up the second largest victim cohort. 

  

 

62% of all VAP accused are recorded  as Black African & Caribbean, making up the largest victim 
cohort. 

Northern European make up 27% of all accused and makes up the second largest victim cohort. 
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Violence Against the Person and Community Tensions 

   

Figure 2 VAP hotspot.     Figure 3 Gang Territory. 

 

 

VAP location data and the number of incidents within each area was counted to show area incident 
density.  

The VAP incident density map when compared to the gang territory map on the right suggests a link 
between the two. Overlaying both maps, we can see that where there is a concentration of VAP 
offences that is intersects many known gang and community tension areas. The link between the 
two is further supported when looking into gang flagged crimes, from 2017-2019, where 73% of all 
gang flagged crimes are recorded as VAP. 

In 2019/20, 96% of the young people entering Lambeth’s Youth Offending Service from a Black, 
Asian and Minority Ethnic background had been involved in violence against the person-related 
offences. 
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Robbery 
The crime of robbery involves (1) the taking of the property of another (2) from their person or in 
their presence (3) by violence, intimidation or threat (4) with the intent to deprive them of it 
permanently.   
 

 

From 2017 to 2018 there was a 7.8% reduction in robbery offences, and a further 1% decrease in 
2019 despite an increase in robbery offences in the latter half of 2019. Robbery offences tend to 
increase during the autumn months, this could possibly be due to decreasing hours of sunlight.  

 

Bishops and Coldharbour Ward have consistently had the highest level of robbery offences making 
up 12% of all robbery offences in Lambeth. This continued throughout 2020 with these two wards 
recording the highest level of robbery despite the lockdown.  
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Bishops Ward has a high rate of theft due to its high footfall, popularity with tourists and busy night-
time economy. 

Contributing factors to the high level of theft in the Coldharbour Ward included its high levels of 
deprivation, high footfall areas and that it borders other high crime areas. 

St. Leonards Ward also has consistently increasing levels of robbery offences through the three 
reporting periods and experiencing a 22.9% increase in robbery offences. This in line with the high 
levels of theft offences that occur in this ward. Although still lower than Bishops and Coldharbour 
Ward, St. Leonards Ward is an area that requires more attention as there has been increases in 
robbery offences in this area. This increase can be attributed to the busy high street, Streatham High 
Rd, and the popular transport routes used in this area in particular for people of school age. 

 

Looking at the heat map you can see that there is a concentration of robbery offences occurring on 
the boundary of the Coldharbour and Ferndale Wards.  

 
Gipsy Hill made the biggest reduction in robbery offences from 2018 to 2019, with robbery offences 
dropping by 41.3%. 

 
Herne Hill ward had the second highest reduction of robbery offences, after consistently high levels 
of robbery offences from 2017 to 2018. Through 2019 there has been a 30.2% reduction in robbery 
offences. 
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Victims of personal robbery are overwhelmingly male and of school age. This has been traditionally 
the case for Lambeth with hotspot for personal robbery being closely related to education 
establishment and areas related to the night-time economy. 

 

Female victims are the highest in the age group 20-24, making up 17% of all female victims of 
robbery. Many of these offences occurred in the areas known for night-time economy related 
offences. The Crime Survey for England and Wales found that the increase in lost and stolen card 
fraud reported to UK Finance is thought to be related to a rise in distraction thefts where fraudsters 
are stealing cards in shops and at cash machines.   

 

Unfortunately, data on accused are very scant and there isn’t enough information to produce an 
accused profile. It is the same for data on ethnicity of robbery victims. This may require further 
research once data is available. 
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Priority 3: Weapon Related Offences 
Possession of Weapons 
 
This offending category covers a multitude of different weapons ranging from blades to firearms and 
other, but essentially a weapon related offence is the use of any offensive weapon or any article 
made, adapted, or intended for incapacitating  or causing harm to someone.  
 

 
 

From 2018 to 2019 there has been a 16.7% decline in overall possession of weapon offences 
throughout Lambeth. This is an improvement from 2017 to 2018 where there was an only 7% 
decline. Impact of COVID-19 can be seen clearly in 2020 as possession of weapons offences are 
significantly lower than previous years for the same months (55%). 

 
Bladed articles or knives are the most common weapon related offence in Lambeth and makes up 
60% of all weapon related offences.  

   

 
The Streatham Wells Ward has the highest increase in the rate of possession of weapon offences 
with a 62.5% increase in offences from 2018 to 2019. Much like with VAP offences, the Streatham 
Wells Ward is still lower than the top offending wards but still should be an area that requires 
monitoring. 

 
Gipsy Hill and Herne Hill Wards had the most significant reduction in possession of weapons 
offences with both having a reduction of 53.3% from 2018 to 2019. 

 
The Coldharbour Ward has the high frequency of possession of weapon offences and has scored the 
highest for this category for the last three reporting periods.  Coldharbour’s possession of weapon 
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rate is significantly higher than the other highest wards for this offence, namely the Tulse Hill and 
Oval Wards.  
 
The majority of offences recorded are for possession of a bladed article. 
 
The Thornton Ward has the lowest frequency of possession of weapon offences, rarely receiving 
more than 10 offences each year and has been the lowest offending ward for this category for the 
last three years. 
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63% of victims of weapon related crime are male. Female victims make up 37% of all victims. 

 
The largest portion of male victims are aged 35-39 years old making up 10% of all male victims. 

 
The number of female victims increases with age, with victimisation peaking at 45-49 years old (7%) 
and with secondary peaks 35-39 (6%). 
 

 
 
Those accused of possession of weapons are predominantly male, making up 59% of all accused. 
Female accused make  up 41%.  

 
Both genders experience a peak in the 25-29 years old age category, effectively 21% of entire of 
cohort.  

 
Female accused experiences a secondary peak in the 45-49 age range, making up 7% of all female 
accused. 
 

 
 

White Northern Europeans are the largest victim ethnicity recorded making up 39% of all victims. 
 

Victims classified as Black make up 23% of all victims of weapon enabled crimes, the second largest 
victim cohort. 
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70% of those accused of possession of a weapon were recorded as Black African & Caribbean 
ethnicity. 

 
White Northern European make up the second largest recorded accused ethnicity, making up 18% of 
all accused. 
  



49 
 

Priority 4: Hate Crime 
 
The term 'hate crime' can be used to describe a range of criminal behaviour where the perpetrator is 
motivated by hostility or demonstrates hostility towards the victim's disability, race, religion, sexual 
orientation or transgender identity. 
 

 
There was a 21% increase in hate crime offences from 2018 to 2019. By June of 2020, hate crime had 
reached 730 recorded offences which is already more than the total offence rate of 2017. 

 
Hate crime was one of the few offences that experienced an increase during the lockdown period 
(April 2020 onwards) with increased reporting of racial hate crime offences being committed.  

 

 
 
 
The Knights Hill and Streatham Hill Wards have experienced the highest increase in hate crime 
offences. These are predominantly racial incidents making up the vast majority of hate crime 
offences in these wards. Coldharbour and Bishop’s Ward, although experiencing a significant 
increase from year to year, still has the highest frequency of hate crime offences.  



50 
 

 
Racial incidents have formed the majority of  recorded hate crime offences for the last 4 years, 
making up 72% of all reported hate crime incidents. 

 
Homophobic hate crime is the second highest reported hate crime offence and has gradually 
increased at an average 8% each year. In 2020 it currently sits at a similar level to 2017. 
 
 

 
 
Black African & Caribbean people make up 26% of the victims of hate crime in Lambeth and this is 
predominantly racially motivated hate crime. Black Afro-Caribbean also have the highest rate of 
repeat victimisation. 

 
White South Europeans are the second largest cohort of victims making up 22% of all victims. These 
offences tend to be victims of racial and homophobic hate crimes  

 
Asians are predominantly victims of faith hate crimes however racially motivated hate crime aimed 
at this minority has increased in 2020. 
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Male victims of hate crime tend to be aged between 35-39 making up 11% of all hate crime victims. 
These tend to racially motivated hate crimes. There has also been an increase homophobic related 
hate crime for this age cohort on an annual basis.   

 
Female victims of hate crime tend to be aged between 30-34 making up 8% of all victims. They are 
also predominantly victims of racially motivated hate crimes in this age cohort.  
 

 
 
White Europeans are the most frequently accused of committing hate crime predominantly racial 
abuse, making up 9% of all accused. 

 
Black Afro-Caribbean people form the second largest cohort and predominantly accused of racial 
abuse and homophobia making up 8% of all accused.  
 
It should be noted that available data on hate crime is incomplete and scant due to the nature of the 
crime and the ability of victims to report incidents.  
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Priority 5: Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) 
 
Broadly speaking, Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) is acting in a way that causes or is likely to 
cause alarm or distress to one or more people in another household. 
 
The data presented below uses records from Police Generated activity and/or calls to the Police 
from members of the public relating to crime and ASB in Lambeth during the period April 2017 – 
August 2020.  
 
Please note that the data presented in this section covers the financial year whereas the majority of 
other sections are reviewed by the calendar year. 

 
 

 
Figure 1 ASB system record calls by financial years and quarters 

Data shows that recorded anti-social behaviour (ASB) in quarter 1 (Q1) of the 2020/21 financial year 
is nearly three times higher than any previous quarter dating back to April 2017. 
 
The average quarterly volume over this period, excluding Q1 of 2020/21, is 2,650 ASB reports. Thus, 
in Q1 2020 there have been over 4,500 more ASB complaints in the Spring/Summer of 2020 than in 
any of the previous three (3) years. 
 
This shows that events linked to the Covd-19 pandemic in 2020 have contributed to a sharp increase 
in reported ASB in Lambeth. 

 
However, it should be noted that lockdown-related offences were recorded as ASB, in turn 
contributing to the increase in reported incidents of ASB. 
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As can be observed in the Statistical Process Control (SPC) chart, and in alignment with the 
government lockdown, ASB volumes significantly increase and nearly double the upper boundary in 
April and May 2020. This indicates that a statistically significant increase in reported ASB volume 
occurred as the lockdown was in effect, and as such it is possible to draw the correlation between 
the two. We can say with confidence that lockdown was linked to an increase in reported ASB across 
Lambeth. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Seasonality 
The above graph shows seasonality over prolonged time periods. This chart accounts for all three 
years-worth of data and identifies that May to October generally observes higher reported volumes 
of ASB than the other months. 

 
Therefore, ASB in Lambeth consistently occurs with more frequency in May, June, July, August, 
September and October – this coincides with the event season, the school Easter and summer 
holidays, and the season of warmest weather and most daylight hours. 
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Temporal Analysis 
Temporal Analysis has been repeated 13 times, accounting for every quarter since April 2017. The 
table below represents Q1 2020/21: 
 

 
 

 
 
The analysis identifies the following themes: 

• Friday and Saturday evenings are consistently high volume all year 
• Evenings, between 17:00 and midnight tend to be the busiest periods on a daily basis 

(including midweek) 
• The lowest volumes of reported ASB consistently occurs between 04:00 and 08:00 
• Q1 2020/21 has observed even greater focus on Friday afternoons 17:00 – 00:00 and 

Saturday afternoons from 15:00 to 03:00 Sunday morning 
 
This temporal analysis supports the soft intelligence from staff, residents, and media sources that 
the increase in ASB is associated with rowdy, nuisance and inconsiderate behaviour linked to 
unlicensed music events (UME) and private gatherings since the government COVID-19 restrictions 
were implemented 
 
 

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN Total Hour %
0000-0100 40.00 40.00 42.00 35.00 43.00 68.00 100.00 368.00 5.1%
0100-0200 38.00 17.00 17.00 30.00 34.00 66.00 72.00 274.00 3.8%
0200-0300 19.00 16.00 7.00 8.00 37.00 42.00 74.00 203.00 2.8%
0300-0400 11.00 8.00 19.00 7.00 15.00 19.00 46.00 125.00 1.7%
0400-0500 14.00 5.00 7.00 6.00 13.00 18.00 25.00 88.00 1.2%
0500-0600 19.00 4.00 3.00 2.00 11.00 12.00 14.00 65.00 0.9%
0600-0700 3.00 1.00 7.00 4.00 9.00 3.00 13.00 40.00 0.6%
0700-0800 7.00 10.00 12.00 6.00 6.00 5.00 16.00 62.00 0.9%
0800-0900 14.00 15.00 20.00 11.00 10.00 10.00 21.00 101.00 1.4%
0900-1000 23.00 14.00 12.00 24.00 20.00 13.00 14.00 120.00 1.7%
1000-1100 31.00 28.00 15.00 19.00 22.00 28.00 25.00 168.00 2.3%
1100-1200 27.00 25.00 32.00 34.00 37.00 34.00 27.00 216.00 3.0%
1200-1300 40.00 25.00 35.00 34.00 39.00 33.00 38.00 244.00 3.4%
1300-1400 33.00 36.00 42.00 45.00 39.00 38.00 39.00 272.00 3.8%
1400-1500 49.00 52.00 51.00 42.00 48.00 58.00 45.00 345.00 4.8%
1500-1600 52.00 46.00 51.00 50.00 55.00 77.00 50.00 381.00 5.3%
1600-1700 56.00 52.00 58.00 59.00 57.00 92.00 49.00 423.00 5.9%
1700-1800 56.00 61.00 60.00 67.00 86.00 98.00 71.00 499.00 6.9%
1800-1900 81.00 64.00 68.00 61.00 85.00 127.00 80.00 566.00 7.9%
1900-2000 65.00 74.00 67.00 63.00 109.00 118.00 78.00 574.00 8.0%
2000-2100 60.00 74.00 56.00 77.00 95.00 125.00 72.00 559.00 7.8%
2100-2200 69.00 41.00 58.00 68.00 96.00 99.00 67.00 498.00 6.9%
2200-2300 63.00 61.00 63.00 61.00 100.00 123.00 63.00 534.00 7.4%
2300-0000 49.00 55.00 60.00 61.00 78.00 94.00 60.00 457.00 6.4%

Total 919.00 824.00 862.00 874.00 1144.00 1400.00 1159.00 7182.00
Day % 12.8% 11.5% 12.0% 12.2% 15.9% 19.5% 16.1%

Expected hourly proportion = 4.2%
Expected daily proportion = 14.3%

SD Lower Boundary Upper Boundary
Hours Standard Deviation (SD) = 1.9% 2.3% 6.1%
Day Standard Deviation (SD) = 2.1% 12.2% 16.4%
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Reported ASB Incidents by Lower Super Output Areas (LSOA). 
 

 
 
During the period April 2017 – March 2020 there is a regular pattern of reported ASB incidents 
across the borough: 

- Brixton Town Centre and the South Bank are consistently high volume 
- Clapham High Street, Streatham High Road and Brockwell Park also flag up occasionally, 

which can be associated to the night-time economy in these areas, and/or increased 
volumes attending parks and open spaces when festivals and open-air events take place.  

 
In Q1 2020/21 the map shows that the increase demonstrated in previous statistics occurs across 
the whole of Lambeth. Large swathes of the borough become dark blue or black as the impact of the 
lockdown takes effect.  
 
ASB Hotspots 
 

 
 
During the period April 2017 – March 2020 there is a regular pattern of reported ASB hotspots 
across the borough, with Brixton Town Centre, the South Bank and Clapham High Street showing a 
regular high volume of reported incidents. 
 
In Q1 2020/21 two unusual hotspots are extremely notable within the data, Streatham and 
Stockwell. These two areas do not feature in the data as readily as other areas over the past three 
years, however; even in the context of increased volumes across the whole of Lambeth, these areas 
stand out in the hotspot analysis.  
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Breakdown of ASB 
 

 
 

The above table shows the following with regards to ASB calls in Lambeth since April 2017:  
 

- In the first five (5) months of 2020/21 Lambeth recorded 98.2% of the ASB volumes 
observed in a ‘normal year’. To expand on this, 10,440 ASB calls have been received in 
Lambeth between April 2020 and August 2020. Comparatively, 10,541, 10,027, and 
11,333 ASB calls were logged in the full financial years 2017/18, 2018/19, and 2019/20 
respectively. 
 

- Rowdy, Nuisance or Inconsiderate behaviour accounts for the vast majority of this 
phenomena as there have been over 9,000 calls pertaining to this since April 2020. This 
volume is higher than was reported in any of the previous financial years in their totality 
and accounts for 117% of the past three-year average totals. 

 
- Other high-volume categories in 2020 include Drug Related (906), Alcohol Related (363), 

Vehicle Nuisance and Inappropriate Use (279), Begging / Vagrancy (256), Hate Crime or 
Prejudicial Acts (176), and Concerns for Safety of Vulnerable People and those with 
suspected Mental Health Issues (144). 

 
- The categories of ASB that have increased most recently include: Street Drinking, 

Rowdy/Nuisance/Inconsiderate Behaviour, Drugs Related, Littering/Drugs Paraphernalia, 
Animal Related and Alcohol Related.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No. of Complaints % No. of Complaints % No. of Complaints % No. of Complaints % Fx of Past 3 Years
Street Drinking 40 0.1% 45 0.1% 47 0.1% 63 0.2% 143.2%
Rowdy, Nuisance or Incosiderate Behaviour 7578 21.8% 7599 22.6% 8896 22.9% 9393 27.3% 117.1%
Drugs Related 786 2.3% 961 2.9% 1406 3.6% 904 2.6% 86.0%
Littering / Drugs Paraphernalia 48 0.1% 55 0.2% 85 0.2% 52 0.2% 83.0%
Animal Related 57 0.2% 50 0.1% 61 0.2% 33 0.1% 58.9%
Alcohol Related 623 1.8% 608 1.8% 621 1.6% 363 1.1% 58.8%
Trespass 216 0.6% 201 0.6% 288 0.7% 134 0.4% 57.0%
Hate Crime or Prejudical Act 336 1.0% 290 0.9% 339 0.9% 176 0.5% 54.7%
Violence Against The Person 158 0.5% 133 0.4% 137 0.4% 70 0.2% 49.1%
Veh Nuisance / Inappropriate Use 629 1.8% 476 1.4% 619 1.6% 279 0.8% 48.5%
Highway Disruption 36 0.1% 24 0.1% 17 0.0% 12 0.0% 46.8%
Road Related Offence 28 0.1% 28 0.1% 21 0.1% 12 0.0% 46.8%
Weapon Related (inc knife and firearms) 34 0.1% 43 0.1% 28 0.1% 16 0.0% 45.7%
Vulnerable Person / Concern for Safety / Mental Health 333 1.3% 315 1.3% 341 1.3% 144 0.6% 43.7%
Suspicious Circumstances 83 0.2% 94 0.3% 77 0.2% 38 0.1% 44.9%
Criminal Damage 78 0.2% 61 0.2% 68 0.2% 30 0.1% 43.5%
Harassment Act Offences 45 0.1% 47 0.1% 28 0.1% 17 0.0% 42.5%
Begging / Vagrancy 590 1.7% 569 1.7% 667 1.7% 256 0.7% 42.1%
Prostitution Related Activity 55 0.2% 46 0.1% 53 0.1% 17 0.0% 33.1%
Civil Disputes 132 0.4% 91 0.3% 67 0.2% 31 0.1% 32.1%
Intimidation 49 0.1% 38 0.1% 49 0.1% 10 0.0% 22.1%
Youth Related 243 0.7% 192 0.6% 180 0.5% 44 0.1% 21.5%
Fireworks 410 1.2% 202 0.6% 166 0.4% 14 0.0% 5.4%
Number of Codes (TOTAL) 24745 23621 27077 23341
Number of ASB Calls (TOTAL) 10541 10027 11333 10440 98.2%

FY 2017/18 FY 2018/19 FY 2019/20 FY 2020/21
Code Description
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Repeat Callers 
 

 
 
The three-year average volume of calls in relation to ASB in Lambeth is approximately 4,300, which 
equates to 83 ASB calls from members of the public per week – remember this excludes incidents 
and issues the Police record themselves.  

 
In 2020/21, there has been an increase in the number of calls members of the public are making to 
the Police in respect of ASB. Since April 2020, 2,483 individual calls have been made over a 22-week 
period. This equates to 112 calls per week, and over the course of a year this would yield over 5,800 
calls – significantly higher than any recent years.  
 
This is not due to an increase in the number of repeat callers, as the table shows the proportion of 
callers who call at least a second time within the same financial year is between 21 – 23%, this has 
not varied considerably in the last three years and the proportions are within those limits in the 
current year. In this context, we can conclude that there has therefore been a higher rate of 
reporting across the Lambeth population generally when it comes to ASB. 

 

 
  

No. of Times Called
(within a financial year)

FY 2017/18 FY 2018/19 FY 2019/20 FY 2020/21

Once 2121 1929 1873 1217
Twice 321 276 312 188
Between 3 and 5 times 193 166 172 110
Between 6 and 10 times 47 43 46 24
More than 10 times 24 21 29 17
Total Callers 2706 2435 2432 1556
Total No. of Calls 4781 3964 4213 2483
No. of Repeat Callers 585 506 559 339
% Repeat Callers 22% 21% 23% 22%
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Consideration: Modern Slavery 
Modern Slavery is a term that includes any form of human trafficking, slavery, servitude or forced 
labour, as set out in the Modern Slavery Act 2015. Potential victims of Modern Slavery in the UK that 
come to the attention of authorised ‘First Responder’ organisations are referred to the National 
Referral Mechanism (NRM). 

 
Authorised ‘First Responder’ organisations include local authorities, specified non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs), police forces and specified government agencies. Other ‘First Responders’ 
could include for example the police, Kalayaan, The Salvation Army, Immigration Enforcement, the 
GLAA. A full list available on the gov.uk website (please refer to point 4). 

 
Adults (aged 18 or above) must consent to being referred to the NRM, whilst children under the age 
of 18 are not required to give consent to be referred. NRM referrals can also be made for individuals 
exploited as children but who are now adults.  

 
As specified in section 52 of the Modern Slavery Act 2015, public authorities in England and Wales 
have a statutory duty to notify the Home Office when they come across potential victims of Modern 
Slavery. This duty is discharged by either referring a child or consenting adult potential victim into 
the NRM, or by notifying the Home Office if an adult victim does not consent to enter the NRM (by 
completing a Duty to Notify form). 

 
When referred to the NRM, the Single Competent Authority (SCA) within the Home Office makes a 
‘reasonable grounds’ decision on whether an individual could be a victim of Modern Slavery. 

 
Adults given a positive reasonable grounds decision have access to support (including 
accommodation, subsistence, legal aid and counselling) pending a ‘conclusive grounds’ decision on 
their case. Children are supported by local authorities. 

 
Adults with a positive conclusive grounds decision are currently entitled to at least a further 45 days 
of support to allow them to ‘move on’ from NRM support, whilst those with a negative decision 
receive 9 days of support. 

 
The table below shows the number of Modern Slavery offences recorded across London for the two-
year period August 2018 – July 2020. Offences recorded steadily increased between August 2018 to 
January 2020, peaking at 434 offences in October 2019, almost three-times the number of offences 
recorded in August 2018. However, we can see the impact of the Covid-19 lockdown with recorded 
offences decreasing by over 40% from January to April 2020, with offences beginning to rise again as 
the capital came out of lockdown. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-trafficking-victims-referral-and-assessment-forms/guidance-on-the-national-referral-mechanism-for-potential-adult-victims-of-modern-slavery-england-and-wales


59 
 

 
 

The chart above provides an analysis of the same period (August 2018 – July 2020) by borough. 
 

As can be seen, there has been a sharp rise in reported incidents in Lambeth from 70 in August 2018 
– July 2019 to 146 from August 2019 – July 2020. This can be attributed to incidents relating to 
county lines being recorded as Modern Slavery while awareness of the signs of Modern Slavery and 
how to report (and record) may also have improved amongst First Responder organisations.  

 
The cases in the information collated by the police is based on NRM Referrals and Duty to Notify(s) 
(previously MS1) from all first responders where the crime was linked to that borough. The link to 
the borough could be for any of the below three criteria that are applied the ascertain which 
Borough Command Unit (BCU) has investigative responsibility:  
 

a. The victim was exploited in the UK and can identify the venue where the offence 
took place - The Police force covering this area are responsible for the investigation. 

b. The victim was exploited in the UK but cannot identify the venue - The Police force 
where the victim ordinarily resides will take investigative responsibility. The crime 
may be transferred if the venue is subsequently identified. 

c. The victim was exploited outside of the UK - The Police force where the victim 
ordinarily resides will take investigative responsibility. This may be no more than 
speaking to the victim and disseminating details to the country where the crime 
took place.  
 

Details regarding NRM referrals made by Lambeth Council are in the table below. Points to consider, 
include:  

- The Modern Slavery Act (i.e. duty to report) only started in 2015, hence why the data 
only has information from 2016 onwards.  

- The person making the referral (the ‘First Responder’) is informed whether it was 
successful (i.e. they are notified by the SCA of a positive ‘conclusive grounds’ decision is 
made) but are not informed if the appeal to stay in the UK having been a potential victim 
/ survivor of Modern Slavery is approved. 

Financial Year  Total Referrals Child (17 or under) Adult (18 or over) 
2015-16 0 0 0 
2016-17 4 1 3 
2017-18 21 21 0 
2018-19 23 22 1 
2019-20 34 33 1 
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With regards to Lambeth’s Annual NRM Referral Statistics for 2019-20: 

− 34 NRM referrals were made by a first responder in the Council.  
− Of the 34 NRM referrals made, 33 were for a child (17 or under) with the other being for an 

adult (18 or over).  
− We do not have all the demographic data relating to this figure, which is something the 

council’s Modern Slavery group needs to address. 
− The increasing figure year on year may not necessarily be down to an increase in incidents of 

Modern Slavery (including Criminal Child Exploitation) but could be due to improved 
awareness of the NRM; how the exploitation of young people through county lines should 
be recorded through the NRM; and improved recording by officers. 

County Lines 
County lines is a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting 
illegal drugs into one or more importing areas within the UK, using dedicated mobile phone “deal 
lines.” They are likely to exploit children and vulnerable adults to move and sell the drugs then 
launder cash proceeds. The criminal groups behind this exploitation will often use coercion, 
intimidation, violence (including sexual violence) and weapons to exert control over those they use 
to transport or sell drugs. 

 
In response to this, MOPAC (the Mayor’s Office for Policing And Crime) has funded the Rescue and 
Response Project pan London county lines service. This put in place a comprehensive programme of 
work to better understand, target and respond to county lines. 

 
The Rescue and Response (R&R) Team provided the following data for Lambeth over the period 
2019-20: 

- Evidence of county lines activity: There were 199 individuals with evidence of a link 
to county lines (all ages) with either residence or borough responsibility as Lambeth. 

 
- Suspected Cohort: There are further 13 individuals with suspected or unconfirmed 

links identified therefore individuals 212 with some link to county lines. 
 

- Referrals: 16 referrals of this cohort included are referrals to R&R project with 
another 3 living in Lambeth but with a different responsible borough. 

 
- 5 open cases with St Giles Trust (the Charity commissioned by MOPAC to support 

victims/survivors of County Lines), 6 others have ceased intervention with St Giles. 
There have been 6 R&R rescue requests for Lambeth of which 4 have been from 
Sussex (2 Brighton and 2 Hastings).  

 
- Age: Full cohort ranged between with 13 and 47 years with 18 the peak age. 19% 

were Under 18s (23% south London average)  
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- Gender: 95% are male with 5% female (92% and 8% respectively is South London 
average) 

 

    
 

- Ethnicity: 84% are Black, 9% white, 4% Mixed, 2% Asian 
 

- Home Residence: SW9 (23%), SW2 (17%) and SW4 (11%) 
 

- Nationality: Mainly British (86%) but Albanian (2), Jamaican (2), French (2), 
Portuguese (2) were amongst others found 

 
With reference to the map and table below, individuals from the Lambeth county lines cohorts have 
been linked to 27 Police Force areas, with the most common being Hampshire and Sussex. Avon & 
Somerset is more prominent than in many of Lambeth’s neighbouring London boroughs and also 
compared to last year’s overview. There are 3 named lines linking Lambeth individuals and this Force 
Area. 
 
58 different towns were impacted (25 towns more than once). Brighton was the top town and also 
was highest across the south London cohort - its accessibility is likely to play a part in this. Most of 
the top towns can also be accessed in less than 2 hours although there are exceptions to this such as 
Aberdeen (Scotland) and Bridgend (South Wales). Trains to the top south coast towns would likely 
involve a change at London Victoria or Clapham Junction though Wales would likely be Paddington 
with Scotland from London Kings Cross. With this in mind, actions should be planned through the 
Lambeth Made Safer for Young People workstreams with partners including the MPS, the British 
Transport Police and neighbouring borough councils that identify ways of supporting the R&R Team 
while also preventing young people from being coerced into transporting or selling drugs. 
 

 

  

Town/City Total 
Brighton 10 
Bristol 8 
Southampton 8 
Basingstoke 6 
Cambridge 5 
Eastbourne 5 
Northampton 5 
Colchester 4 
Hastings 4 
Portsmouth 4 
Rushmoor 4 
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Additional crime & disorder themes to review 
 
This assessment reviews data relating to theft and burglary given the increase in these offences in 
the three years prior to the Covid-19 lockdown in March 2020.  

 
Finally, the assessment acknowledges the feelings and perceptions of the borough's residents with 
regards to crime and disorder as recorded through the 2020 Residents Survey. 
 
 
Theft 
Theft is defined by section 1 of the 1968 Act as dishonestly appropriating property belonging to 
another with the intention of permanently depriving the other of it. Sections 2 – 6 of the 1968 Act 
provide further interpretation of these elements. 

 

 

There has been a 10.5% increase in theft offences from 2018-2019, there have been 927 more theft 
offences in 2019 then there was in 2018 and 357 more than in 2017.  

There has been a sharp decline of 70% below the Lambeth monthly average for theft offences in 
2020 due to COVID-19. 

From April to May 2020 there has been a 69% increase in theft offences. 

 

 

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1968/60/section/1
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Bishops and Ferndale Ward have seen the highest increase in theft offences with a 37% increase in 
theft offences since 2018 to 2019. These wards are still recording high rate of theft offences during 
the lockdown period.  

Bishops and Ferndale Ward had the highest frequency of theft offences for the last three years. 
Clapham Common, Clapham Town and Coldharbour are also consistent hotspots for theft offences, 
which is closely tied to these area’s popular night-time economy. Coldharbour’s high levels of theft 
may be due to its high levels of deprivation, high footfall and that it borders other high crime areas.  

Tulse Hill Ward has the most significant reduction in theft offences with a 41.4% decline from 2018 
to 2019. 

 

 

Victims of theft are predominantly male aged between 25-29. This age category make up 17% of 
overall victims of theft making them the most common victims of theft. 

29% of victims both male and female are between ages if 20-29. 
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Of those accused, both male and females aged 15-19 years old formed the largest majority of people 
accused of theft. 

 
There is an even split between male and female accused of theft. 
 

Burglary 
 
Burglary consists of entering a building or part of a building as a trespasser intent to commit theft, 
grievous bodily harm or criminal damage; or having entered as a trespasser, stealing or 
inflicting/attempting to inflict grievous bodily harm. 
 

 

There was a 4.3% increase in burglary offences from 2017 to 2018. There was a further increase of 
1.7% of burglary offences from 2018 to 2019.  

Burglary offences throughout 2020 have been 100 offences below the borough annual average, a 
clear impact of the pandemic on this offence category. 
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Bishops ward has the highest level and increase of burglary offences from 2018 to 2019, this is 
largely burglary of business properties.  

Ferndale ward has the highest level of residential burglary offences.  

 

 

Residential burglary offences make up the majority of burglary offences, making up 75% of all 
burglary offences.  

Residential burglary offences have increased by 18% from 2017 to 2018, this increased by a further 
3% in 2019. 
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57% of all victims of the burglary are male with a peak for those aged between 30-34. Majority of 
these offences are for residential burglary. 

43% of all victims are female with also a peak in the 30-34 age category. 

With the residential burglary offending data, it is not made clear how many of these offences have 
been committed in family residence 

 

63% of victims of burglary are classified as White Europeans. Victims recorded as black make up 21% 
and form the second largest burglary victim cohort. 

 

 
Those accused of burglary are predominantly male and fall into the 35-39 age bracket. 

Only three age categories recorded female perpetrators for burglary, recording 1 offender in each. 
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Accused classified as Black form the majority of those accused of burglary, making up 43% of 
perpetrators. 

White North European form the second largest accused ethnicity cohort, making up 38% of all 
accused. 
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Residents’ Survey 2020 
 
Carried out in early 2020, the Lambeth Resident’s Survey covered the feelings and perceptions of 
those living in the borough in relation to Community Safety-related issues, including: 
 

- Feelings of Safety 
- Crime and anti-social behaviour (ASB) – including drug use 
- Serious Youth Violence (SYV) 

 
Feelings of safety 
According to police.uk, Lambeth has an average rate of crime when compared with similar areas, 
although not every neighbourhood is created equally – Southbank has problems with theft due to 
the high number of tourists, while certain areas of Brixton have struggled with violent crime and gun 
issues over the years.   
 
Feelings of safety are a concern, with 70% saying they feel safe from crime when walking in their 
local area in the evening – a decline of 16% points since 2016 (with the proportion feeling ‘very’ safe 
decreasing by 9% points). When we explore what is driving people’s perceptions of safety, the most 
important driver is people using or dealing drugs, and the proportion who see this as a problem in 
their local area has more than doubled since 2016 (from 21% to 54%). 
 

Key measure 2020 2016 % point change 
since 2016 

Safety during the day: To what extent would you say you are, or 
would be, safe from crime when walking in your local area during 
the day? (% very/fairly safe) 

97% 97% = 

Safety during the evening: To what extent would you say you are, 
or would be, safe from crime when walking in your local area in 
the evening? (% very/fairly safe) 

70% 86% 

-16%* 
Significantly 
poorer than 
comparator 

 
When asked as to what extent residents would you say they are, or would be, safe from crime when 
walking in your local area, there are 4 wards (Coldharbour, Prince’s, Streatham South and Thurlow 
Park) where the proportional difference is between 11-22% for answers given in relation to walking 
during the evening (when compared to the borough average). 
 
There is a notable variation in feelings of safety across the borough. More than half of residents in 
Thurlow Park say they feel unsafe in their local area in the evening, compared to just 10% in Herne 
Hill.  
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Key: 

• Brixton Hill, Clapham Town, Ferndale, Oval, St Leonard’s, Thornton, Tulse Hill - lower than 
average 

• Coldharbour, Prince’s, Streatham South, Thurlow Park - lower than average and worthy of 
note 

 
Residents who feel drug use/dealing is a problem in their local area are more than three times more 
likely to feel unsafe in their local area in the evening (42% v 13%). Older residents (aged 65+ and 
females are also more likely to feel unsafe.  
 

 
 
 
When asked what most needs improving in Lambeth, residents were provided a list and asked to 
select the three areas in most need of improvement. A third (32%) mention the level of crime (up 
from 7% in 2016), 30% mention clean streets and 20% mention affordable housing. Of interest is 
that only 6% cited Serious Youth Violence in their top three areas.  
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Satisfaction with area: variations in satisfaction between resident sub-groups 
 
Levels of local area satisfaction decrease among residents who feel drug use/dealing drugs is a 
problem in their area (85%) and among those who live in more deprived communities. 
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Use of CLIPS / Prioritising investment 
 
Lambeth Council is delivering Town Centre Plans (also known as Co-operative Local Investment 
Plans, or CLIPs) which aim to make changes that benefit local residents, businesses and visitors.  
 

Investment Priorities 2020 2016 % point diff since 
2016 

Community safety 39% 16% +23 
Waste and recycling facilities 30% 12% +18 
Children’s play and/or youth space 29% 21% +8 
Health facilities 28% 27% +1 
Schools and other education facilities 25% 37% -12 
Renewable energy 19% 8% +11 
Transport and roads 18% 24% -6 
Open space and parks 17% 26% -9 
Adult social care  17% Not asked - 
Urban Greening  15% 9% +6 
Children’s social care 11% Not asked - 
Sport and recreation space 16% 14% +2 
Cycling facilities 7% Not asked - 
Digital access 3% 3% = 
Flood management 2% 2% = 
Don’t know 1% 10% -9 

 
 
These plans set local priorities for investment which take into consideration feedback collated from 
residents on their priorities to improve their areas as a place to live, work, visit and enjoy for years to 
come. 
 
A variety of engagement programmes, including online surveys, face to face interviews and 
workshops have been deployed to gather views about priorities and projects. The 2020 Residents’ 
Survey shows that close to four in five (39%) residents say the council should prioritise additional 
spend on community safety (39%). Note that the importance of community safety has more than 
doubled since 2016. 
 

 
 
The table above shows how Community safety is seen as a greater priority among residents in 
Streatham South, but far less so in Vassall. The graphic below explains how residents who believe 
drug use/dealing is a problem in their local area and feel unsafe in their area in the evening are also 
more likely to prioritise community safety to spend funds on.  
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Community safety is viewed as a greater priority among the older segments (golden retirement* and 
uncertain seniors**), but less so by the impoverished worker*** segment. 

 

 
 
*Golden retirement: Over 65’s living as a couple – retired or working part-time. They own their own 
homes – find it easy to meet their financial commitments. Long term Lambeth residents.  Most are in 
good health. 
 
**Uncertain seniors: Over 65’s – a mixture of single (widowed) and couples – retired. Living in 
council rented homes or housing association – find it difficult to meet their financial commitments. 
Long term Lambeth residents. Many are living with life limiting illness. 
 
***Struggling workers: Working aged adults, living in more difficult financial circumstances. Tend to 
be working (at or below the London wage) or unemployed. Housing association/ council renters. 
Likely to be single – about two in three have lived in the area for more than 10 years.  
 

Crime & Anti-social Behaviour 
 
The two most significant issues faced by residents of Lambeth are rubbish and litter in the streets 
and people using or dealing drugs. The proportion who see these as a ‘a very big problem’ or ‘fairly 
big problem’ has markedly increased since 2016. 
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The survey results indicate that while people being drunk in public places, vandalism and noisy 
neighbours may be viewed as a lower priority by the council, these issues are still seen as a problem 
by between a third and one quarter of residents and they are all seen as more of a problem now 
than in 2016.  
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Perceptions of specific crimes and anti-social behaviours (ward) 
 

 
 
This table highlights the perception of different crimes/ASB issues by ward (Note: Proportion of 
residents in each ward who see the crime/ASB as a ‘very big problem’ or ‘fairly big problem’).   
 
In the main, the most pressing issues across most wards are in line with the borough trend, i.e. 
rubbish/litter and drug use (most red cells fall under these headings). 
 
People using or dealing drugs is a particular problem in Larkhall and Brixton Hill.  

 

Noise

Serious 
Youth 

Violence
Abandoned 

vehicles

Rubbish and 
litter on the 

streets Vandalism

People using 
or dealing 

drugs
People being 
drunk/rowdy Dog mess Traffic Road safety

Bishop's
12% 17 % 2 % 24 % 13 % 21 % 23 % 12 % 21 % 18 %

Brixton Hill
27% 69 % 21 % 77 % 47 % 76 % 68 % 39 % 48 % 41 %

Clapham 
Common 43% 40 % 20 % 79 % 25 % 71 % 52 % 64 % 62 % 60 %
Clapham 

Town 42% 46 % 16 % 74 % 38 % 79 % 41 % 33 % 78 % 70 %

Coldharbour
38% 49 % 28 % 79 % 49 % 85 % 39 % 52 % 49 % 43 %

Ferndale
20% 40 % 12 % 56 % 46 % 63 % 38 % 26 % 50 % 39 %

Gipsy Hill
18% 35 % 12 % 47 % 13 % 43 % 15 % 45 % 44 % 36 %

Herne Hill
17% 25 % 6 % 32 % 15 % 21 % 14 % 27 % 15 % 15 %

Knight's Hill
19% 57 % 36 % 51 % 21 % 57 % 32 % 49 % 50 % 35 %

Larkhall
11% 51 % 3 % 43 % 30 % 73 % 33 % 28 % 48 % 45 %

Oval
41% 37 % 10 % 72 % 49 % 66 % 38 % 38 % 66 % 71 %

Prince's
33% 32 % 3 % 78 % 46 % 64 % 35 % 32 % 58 % 46 %

St Leonard's
19% 37 % 19 % 61 % 29 % 43 % 38 % 46 % 74 % 50 %

Stockwell
20% 31 % 5 % 36 % 14 % 41 % 30 % 40 % 21 % 25 %

Streatham 
Hill 8% 22 % 10 % 33 % 12 % 18 % 22 % 21 % 37 % 27 %

Streatham 
South 38% 34 % 10 % 73 % 25 % 34 % 10 % 24 % 27 % 29 %

Streatham 
Wells 3% 35 % 8 % 34 % 28 % 51 % 17 % 14 % 38 % 34 %

Thornton
50% 31 % 14 % 61 % 40 % 75 % 43 % 48 % 59 % 59 %

Thurlow 
Park 52% 39 % 22 % 68 % 47 % 85 % 42 % 31 % 68 % 63 %

Tulse Hill
11% 32 % 9 % 63 % 29 % 38 % 14 % 49 % 49 % 33 %

Vassall
28% 42 % 16 % 61 % 19 % 32 % 21 % 45 % 46 % 38 %
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Views on Serious Youth Violence (SYV) 
 
Over one third (38%) of residents see serious youth violence as a problem in their area. 
 

 
 
Residents of Brixton Hill ward more likely to see SYV as ‘very big problem.’ 
 

 
 
Key: 

• Clapham Common, Clapham Town, Coldharbour, Ferndale, Thurlow Park, Vassall - lower 
than average 

• Brixton Hill, Knight’s Hill, Larkhall - lower than average and worthy of note 
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Profile of those who see serious youth violence as a very big problem 
 
According to police, UK, crime rates fell in Brixton Hill between February 2019 and January 2020. 
However, residents of the ward are most likely to see serious youth violence as a very big problem. 

 

 
 
 

The Stretched Youth segment* are the most likely to feel that serious youth violence is a very big 
problem, as are those who live in the most deprived communities.  
 

 
 
 
*Stretched youth: Younger residents (under 35’s) who tend to be working  (with high levels of part-
time or self-employment) or currently unemployed. Mostly single. About a half of these residents 
have lived in the borough for over 10 years. They find it difficult to meet their financial 
commitments. Tend to be council renters or renting from private landlords – few own their own 
home. 
 
Young urban career: Younger residents (under 35’s) who tend to be full time workers or still in 
education. All those who are working are paid at or above the London living wage and find meeting 
their financial commitments relatively easy. They tend to be home-owners of private renters and 
have lived in the area 2 to 10 years. 
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