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1 Purpose of this report 
 

1.1 This confirms the decisions of Cabinet and Council regarding funding for the Schools Block and provides final 
versions of the mainstream budgets for 2021/22 that have been submitted to and accepted by ESFA.  

 

2 Schools Block Funding 2021/22 
 

2.1 Schools Forum agreed the details of the funding formula at recent meeting and confirmed the funding for 
the Growth Fund and the Falling Rolls Fund. 

 
2.2 Officers submitted the Authority Proforma Tool (mainstream funding formula) by the required deadline in 

January.  ESFA made some validation checks and they asked for a modest technical amendment.  This 
involved use of a standard national methodology for adjusting the Minimum Funding Guarantee for 
Lambeth’s all-through schools (Dunraven and Woodmansterne).  This changed the detail of the calculation 
for those schools and gave a slightly different answer, but did not change the substance of the adjustment.  
This had a ripple effect on all schools’ allocations, other than those already funded by the Minimum Funding 
Guarantee. 

 
2.3 Following that adjustment, ESFA confirmed that the formula had passed all the validation checks and it was 

approved, subject to political ratification.  Cabinet had met in February to approve the proposals and Council 
endorsed the proposals at its meeting on 3rd March 2021. 

 
2.4 The resulting formula allocations are set out in Table 1 and Appendices 1 and 2. 

 
Table 1:  Analysis of final Lambeth mainstream formula 2021/22 

Formula factor Primary Secondary Total 

AWPUs £91.241m £77.651m £168.892m 

Pupil led factors £19.013m £14.265m £33.278m 

Lump sums £10.345m £3.086m £13.431m 

Split sites £0.388m £0.042m £0.430m 

NNDR (rates) £2.584m £1.078m £3.662m 

PFI   £0.209m £0.209m 

Minimum Funding Guarantee £0.932m £0.717m £1.649m 

Total formula £124.503m £97.048m £221.551m 

Falling Rolls Fund £0.585m 

Growth Fund £0.180m 

Total Schools Block allocations 2021/22 £222.315m 
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2.5 Schools Forum agreed at its meeting in December 2020 to set aside £0.585m for the Falling Rolls Fund for 
2021/22 and that it should be allocated on the same basis as in 2020/21.  The final version of the Falling Rolls 
Fund for 2021/22 is in Appendix 2. 

 
2.6 Schools Forum agreed the criteria for the Growth Fund at its meeting in October 2020 and a budget of £0.180m 

at its meeting in January 2021.  Table 2 sets out the expected spend on the Growth Fund for 2021/22 and 
2022/23 

 

Table 2.  Estimated commitments on Growth Fund 2021/22 and 2021/23 

School Component 

Extra forms of 
entry (2021/22 

academic year) 

Sept 2021 
(2021/22 

financial year) 
£’000 

Sept 2022 
(2022/23 
financial 

year) £’000 

Paxton  Classroom start-up 1 primary (Y6)  £20 £0 

St Leonards Classroom start-up 1 primary (Y5) £20 £0 

Woodmansterne Classroom start-up 2 primary (Y6),  
2 secondary (Y9) 
3 secondary (Y11) 

£140 £60 

Total   £180 £60 

 
 

3 Next steps 
 

3.1 This paper reflects the outcomes of many months of analysis, consultation and discussion by Schools Forum.  
There are no more decisions to be taken about the Schools Block for 2021/22. 

 
3.2 Schools Forum has talked about the need to review the arrangements for the Falling Rolls Fund and it may 

be useful if a sub-group were to look at the detail of that before the autumn. 
 

3.3 Schools agreed the principle of moving the formula to one that better reflected the National Funding 
Formula.  The direction of travel is, therefore, clear.  Nonetheless, it would again be useful for a sub-group 
to convene (probably in the autumn, once the DfE has made any summer announcements about the 
headline funding amounts for 2022/23) to consider the detail of how that principle will apply for 2022/23.  
This would also involve overseeing the required consultation with all schools on any such changes. 

 

4 Recommendations  
 

4.1 Schools Forum is invited to: 
 

a) Note the finalisation of Schools Block budgets for 2021/22; and 
b) Agree that a sub-group be convened to consider the Falling Rolls Fund and any technical changes to 

the detailed funding formula for 2022/23, as appropriate. 
 


