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 Agenda Item 6 

Title:    Schools Block Update 2021/22 

Date:  24th June 2021 

Report to: Schools Forum 

Report for:   Information   x Decision     Consultation    Action   

Author:  Dominique Johnston-Franklin, David Tully 

 

1 Purpose of this report 
 

1.1 This confirms the outturn position for the Schools Block for 2020/21 and the budget for 2021/22.  It then 
goes on to outline the timetable for setting the mainstream schools budget shares and other Schools Block 
components for 2022/23. 

 

2 Schools Block 2020/21 
 

2.1 The vast majority of the Schools Block is allocated at the beginning of the year and there is little room for 
change thereafter.  So, the outturn was little different to the position reported at the last Schools Forum 
meeting in March 2021.  The only movement was in settling a final growth fund claim for a school from a 
prior year that had not been paid previously, but was due. 

 
Table 1:  Schools Block outturn 2020/21 

Block 
b/f balances 

£’000 

DSG 
Funding 
2020/21 

Net LA 
spend 

2020/21  
£'000 

Variance 
£'000 

Previous 
Variance 

(March 21 SF) 
£’000 

Move
ment 
£’000 

Mainstream funding formula 0 (211,885) 211,885 0 0 0 

Falling Rolls Fund 0 (585) 585 0 0 0 

Growth Fund (235) (355) 395 (195) (235) 40 

Schools Block (235) (212,825) 212,866 (195) (235) 40 

 

3 Schools  Block 2021/22 
 

3.1 Likewise for 2021/22, the decisions have been made about the mainstream funding formula and the falling 
rolls fund.  There are no forecast variances in the Period 2 position reflected in Table 2 below, but later 
periods will reflect a need for more growth funding for Paxton, whose split expansion (ie an expansion to 
2fe then an expansion to 3 fe a year later) has not been correctly reflected in the original budget.   

Table 2:  Schools Block forecast 2021/22 at Period 2 

Block 
b/f balances 

£’000 
DSG Funding 

2021/22 
Net LA forecast spend 

2021/22 (P02) £'000 
Variance 

£'000 

Mainstream funding formula 0 (221,550) 221,550 0 

Falling Rolls Fund 0 (585) 585 0 

Growth Fund (195) (180) 180 (195) 

Schools Block (195) (222,315) 222,315 (195) 
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4 Timetable for setting Schools Block budgets for 2022/23 
 

4.1 Schools had already agreed the principle of moving the formula to one that better reflected the National 
Funding Formula.  The direction of travel is, therefore, clear.   This still needs to be managed.  Schools Forum 
agreed to set up a sub-group to oversee the development of the funding arrangements for the Schools Block 
for 2022/23.  Table 3 gives an indication of the timescales and tasks associated with this. 

 
Table 3:  Timescales and tasks for setting Schools Block budgets 2022/23 

What? Who? When? 

Initial consideration of Falling Rolls Fund Sub-group July 2021 

Publication of indicative funding for 2022/23 ESFA / DfE Summer 2021 

Consideration of indicative funding for 2022/23 and Lambeth 
implications 

Sub-group September 2021 

Report on progress and outline contents of a consultation 
with all mainstream schools and academies 

Schools Forum October 2021 

October 2021 census Schools October 2021 

Consultation paper, populated with October 2021 pupil 
numbers, sent to all schools 

Sub-Group November 2021 

Responses to consultation considered and conclusions on 
Falling Rolls Fund reached 

Sub-Group Late November 
2021 

Recommendations of Sub-Group considered and decisions 
made about formula and de-delegation. 

Schools Forum December 2021 

Pupil characteristics and final October 2021 pupil numbers 
provided to populate the Authority Proforma Tool (ie 
mainstream funding formula) for 2022/23 

ESFA / DfE Mid-December 
2021 

Full draft budgets on the basis of principles agreed by Schools 
Forum considered for recommendation to Cabinet / Council 

Schools Forum Mid-January 2022 

Lambeth Authority Proforma Tool submitted to ESFA, subject 
to political approval. 

Officers c21st January 
2022 

Political approval of DSG proposals for 2022/23 and reference 
to Council 

Cabinet February 2022 

Political approval of DSG proposals for 2022/23 and reference 
to Council 

Council Late February 
2022 

 

5 Recommendations  
 

5.1 Schools Forum is invited to: 
 

a) Note this report. 


