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PROJECT OBJECTIVES
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SITE PLAN
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KEY ISSUES

• Many off-street locations 
along the Spine Route require 
24hr access for servicing and 
parking, however the current 
unrestricted arrangement 
encourages ‘rat-running’. 



KEY ISSUES

• Without measures to prevent 
‘rat-running’, there is a risk 
RI�LQFUHDVHG�WUDIÀF�DQG�DLU�
pollution along the Spine Route 
in the future. 



KEY ISSUES

• The Spine Route is a poor 
environment for walking and 
cycling with dilapidated paving 
VXUIDFHV�DQG�VSHFLÀF�DUHDV�RI�
FRQÁLFW�ZLWK�PRWRU�YHKLFOHV��



KEY ISSUES

• The Spine Route suffers 
from vehicles waiting in 
inappropriate locations, 
resulting in blocked footways. 



KEY ISSUES

• The current lighting is poor, 
particularly underneath the 
bridges. 



PROPOSALS - PAVING

ISSUE:
The comprehensive public realm 
enhancements undertaken in Upper Ground 
and Belvedere Road in 1997 are now in a 
very poor state of repair.

OPPORTUNITY:
We propose to tie into more recent 
enhancement projects and to replace the 
degraded paving with the following:
• Silver-grey granite slabs (for resurfacing 

pavements)
• Re-used black granite blocks (for waiting/

parking bays)
• Tarmac (for road surfaces)

These materials will be robust and 
maintainable and will be easier for utility 
companies to reinstate than the current 
materials. 

Current

Proposed 



PROPOSALS - TREES

ISSUE:
There are many trees along the Spine Route. 
The roots of a number of these have lifted 
the pavements.

OPPORTUNITY:
:H�SURSRVH�WR�LQVWDOO�ÁH[LEOH�VXUIDFLQJ�
around the trees to minimise the impacts of 
future root heave.

Proposed 

Current



PROPOSALS - RAIN GARDENS & GREEN WALLS

ISSUE:
Several areas along the Spine Route are at 
VHYHUH�ULVN�RI�VXUIDFH�ZDWHU�ÁRRGLQJ��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��
the current layout does not prevent vehicles 
from mounting kerbs and illegally waiting on 
pavements.

There are a number of unattractive blank walls 
and bridge piers.

OPPORTUNITY:
We propose a series of rain gardens. These will 
provide areas of attractive, low maintenance, 
wildlife-friendly planting that will collect rainwater 
from pavements and roads, helping to prevent 
VXUIDFH�ZDWHU�ÁRRGLQJ��7KH\�ZLOO�DOVR�UHPRYH�WKH�
possibility of vehicles mounting the kerbs.

We propose to turn blank walls and piers into 
vertical gardens using green walls. These might 
include the back of the Hayward Gallery, 
Hungerford Bridge and Waterloo Bridge. Green Wall

Rain Garden



PROPOSALS - LIGHTING

ISSUE:
The lighting columns from the 1997 scheme 
are nearing the end of their lifespan while 
the arts banners are faded.

The Hungerford Bridge and Waterloo Bridge 
spaces are uninviting after dark.

OPPORTUNITY:
We propose to replace the lighting columns 
and lamps and to refresh the art banners on 
Upper Ground and Belvedere Road.

We propose to install creative lighting within 
the undercroft spaces.

([DPSOH�RI�8QGHU�%ULGJH�/LJKWLQJ

Current Lighting Column and Banner



AREAS OF SPECIAL FOCUS

:H�KDYH�ORRNHG�LQ�GHWDLO�DW�ÀYH�¶DUHDV�
of special focus’. These are sections of the 
Spine Route that for different reasons are 
important parts of the pedestrian network. 
For one of these areas – Chicheley Street – 
we have a single proposal. For the other four 
we have two options for each: one option 
based on keeping the space open to motor 
vehicles, the other option based on closing it 
WR�DOO�PRWRU�YHKLFOHV�H[FHSW�IRU�DFFHVV�DQG�
servicing.

All of these options can work in combination, 
ZLWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�2SWLRQ���IRU�&RQFHUW�
Hall Approach and Option 2 for Royal 
Festival Hall at Belvedere Road.
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Bernie Spain Gardens
(2 options)

National Theatre at Upper Ground
(2 options)

Royal Festival Hall at Belvedere Road
(2 options)

Concert Hall Approach
(2 options)

Chicheley Street
(single proposal)



CHICHELEY STREET/BELVEDERE ROAD 
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BENEFITS
• Clear pedestrian priority over 
YHKLFOH�WUDIÀF�DW�FURVVLQJ�SRLQWV

• Less chaotic vehicle turning
• 'LVDEOHG�SDUNLQJ���WD[L�VSDFH�

/ loading and drop-off for 
County Hall Apartments

Turning space for vehicles

Cycle hire

7D[L�UDQN

Coach spaces

([LVWLQJ�SODQWLQJ

Be
lv

ed
er

e 
Ro

ad

Chicheley Street

([LVWLQJ�VHDWLQJ

([LVWLQJ�KRVWLOH�YHKLFOH�PLWLJDWLRQ

7D[L���GLVDEOHG���GURS�RII���ORDGLQJ



CONCERT HALL APPROACH OPTION 1 
This option keeps Concert Hall Approach open to vehicles. 
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BENEFITS
• Widening of footway and removal 

of clutter to make a generous and 
attractive pedestrian route on the 
north side

• Pedestrian priority crossing at 
Belvedere Road

• Pedestrian priority crossing from 
Sutton Walk

• Right turn only for vehicles enables 
shorter pedestrian crossing over 
York Road

• Opportunity to retain bus stop/ 
stand

• Increase in greenery (rain gardens)
Resurfaced footway

Concert Hall Approach

Sutton W
alk

Be
lve

de
re

 R
oa

d

Relocated cycle hire

([LVWLQJ�WUHHV�UHWDLQHG

Enhanced seating

Rain gardens



CONCERT HALL APPROACH OPTION 2
Note - this option can not work in conjunction with Royal Festival Hall Option 2

7KLV�RSWLRQ�FORVHV�&RQFHUW�+DOO�$SSURDFK�WR�YHKLFOHV��H[FHSW�IRU�VHUYLFLQJ�DQG�HPHUJHQF\�DFFHVV�
      
BENEFITS
• Attractive public realm
• Better connections (Waterloo / 

South Bank)
• Pedestrian priority crossing
• Increase in space available for 

outdoor dining 
• Increase in greenery (rain 

gardens)
• More attractive place to sit
• Opportunity to use the space 

for street markets 
• Improved air quality
• Improved accessibility for all

Resurfaced footway

Relocated cycle hire

([LVWLQJ�WUHHV�UHWDLQHG

Increased outdoor dining 

Enhanced seating

Rain gardens

Seating

Street market

Shared cycle route



ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL OPTION 1 
This option keeps the space open to vehicles

BENEFITS
• Increased seating
• Permanent and integrated 

solution for hostile vehicle 
mitigation

• Increase in greenery (rain 
gardens)

• 7D[L�DQG�GLVDEOHG�SDUNLQJ�
spaces

• ([LVWLQJ�GUDLQDJH�LVVXH�
resolved

([LVWLQJ�WUHHV�UHWDLQHG

Disabled parking

Resurfaced footway

Be
lve

de
re

 Ro
ad

Planting

Planting and rain gardens

7D[L�UDQN

Street market

([LVWLQJ�ROLYH�WUHHV�LQ�
pots retained

Hostile vehicle 
mitigation / seating

Seating



ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL OPTION 2
Note - this option can not work in conjunction with Concert Hall Approach Option 2

This option closes the space to vehicles

BENEFITS
• Increased seating - with sociable 

seating arrangements to support 
the food market

• No need for pedestrians 
approaching from Concert Hall 
$SSURDFK�WR�FURVV�YHKLFOH�WUDIÀF�
at Belvedere Road

• Increase in greenery
• 7D[L�DQG�GLVDEOHG�SDUNLQJ�VSDFHV
• More spaces for food market
• ([LVWLQJ�GUDLQDJH�LVVXH�UHVROYHG�
•   Improved air quality

([LVWLQJ�WUHHV�UHWDLQHG

Disabled parking

Resurfaced footway

Cycle route

Planting

Social seating

7D[L�UDQN

Street market

([LVWLQJ�ROLYH�WUHHV�LQ�
pots retained

Hostile vehicle mitigation / seating



NATIONAL THEATRE OPTION 1 
This option keeps the space open to vehicles
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BENEFITS
• Increase in greenery (rain 

gardens)
• Cycle parking

([LVWLQJ�WUHHV�UHWDLQHG

Resurfaced footway

To be delivered as part of 
future Doon Street development

([LVWLQJ�VHUYLFH�\DUG

Seating

Cycle parking

Upper Ground

Planting / rain gardens



NATIONAL THEATRE OPTION 2 
7KLV�RSWLRQ�FORVHV�WKH�VSDFH�WR�YHKLFOHV��H[FHSW�IRU�VHUYLFLQJ�DFFHVV�
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ES O
N
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BENEFITS
• Increase in greenery (rain 

gardens)
• 6LJQLÀFDQWO\�LPSURYHG�

pedestrian connection between 
Rambert / Doon Street 
development and National 
Theatre

• Cycle parking
• Improved air quality

([LVWLQJ�WUHHV�UHWDLQHG

Cycle parking

Resurfaced footway

Planting / rain gardens

Seating

Demountable bollards

([LVWLQJ�VHUYLFH�\DUG

Social seating

Pedestrian connection 

Cycle route

Planting / rain gardens



BERNIE SPAIN GARDENS OPTION 1 
This option keeps the space open to vehicles

ER

DISABLED
DISABLED

BENEFITS
• Increase in greenery (rain 

gardens)
• Pedestrian priority crossings 

over Upper Ground
• 9LUJLQ�%R[�UHORFDWHG
• 3KRQH�ER[HV�UHPRYHG

([LVWLQJ�WUHHV�UHWDLQHG

Upper G
round

Cycle parking

Seating

Resurfaced footway

5HORFDWHG�9LUJLQ�%R[

:D\ÀQGLQJ

Rain gardens

Bernie Spain
Gardens



BERNIE SPAIN GARDENS OPTION 2
This option closes the space to vehicles 

ER

DISABLED
DISABLED

      
BENEFITS
• Substantial increase in 

greenery (rain gardens)
• 6LJQLÀFDQWO\�LPSURYHG�

pedestrian connections 
between the north and south 
gardens

• 9LUJLQ�%R[�UHORFDWHG
• 3KRQH�ER[HV�UHPRYHG
• Improved air quality

([LVWLQJ�WUHHV�UHWDLQHG

Cycle route

Cycle parking

Seating

Resurfaced footway

5HORFDWHG�9LUJLQ�%R[

:D\ÀQGLQJ

Rain gardens

Bernie Spain
Gardens



ACCESS

This plan illustrates how access 
could work with various spaces 
FORVHG�WR�WKURXJK�WUDIÀF�

It is important to note that any 
combination of Options 1 and 
��FDQ�EH�FRQVLGHUHG��H[FHSW�
for a combination of Option 2 
for Concert Hall Aproach and 
Option 2 for Royal Festival Hall.



WE WELCOME YOUR FEEDBACK

Questionnaires can be found at:
(link to be included)


